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To Conquer the Coast: Pensacola, the Gulf
of Mexico, and the Construction of American
Imperialism, 1820-1848
by Maria Angela Diaz
ericans' dreams of empire appeared to become reality
when the United States gained control over Florida in 1821.
et although the U.S. controlled a significant portion of the
Gulf Coast, the nation remained one among many foreign powers vying for dominance in the region, a fact that raised concerns
about future expansion in the minds of many. As of 1821 the U .S.
shared the coastline with a newly independent Mexico. At the same
time, France, Britain, and Spain remained active in both the Gulf
and the Caribbean. 1 The combination of new republics and old
colonial powers shaped the nature of American expansion, and
the rhetoric used to support it. During the antebellum period the
United States military defenses along the Gulf Coast were not only
bolstered to secure American settlement of Florida by subduing
Native American populations and English incursions, but were also
used to establish a foothold from which the nation could pursue
war against Mexico.

N

Maria Angela Diaz is a postdoctoral teaching fellow at Texas Tech University. She
received her Ph.D . from the University of Florida in 2013. She would like to thank
William A. Link and]. Matthew Gallman for their thoughtful comments on previous
drafts of this essay.
Frank L. Owsley, Jr. and Gene A. Smith, Filibusters and Expansionists: Jeffersonian
1
Manifest Destiny, 1800-1821 (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 1997),
40-43; Lester Langley, The Americas in the Age of the Revolution, 1750-1850 (New
Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1996); Wim Klooster, Riruolutions in the Atlantic World: A Comparative History (New York: New York University Press, 2009).

[l]
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The intertwined concerns for military protection and territorial expansion shaped how Americans considered this crucial
region. Pro-expansionists in places such as Pensacola employed
rhetoric based on earlier experiences in the Florida territory that
justified their continued pursuit of land further south. Antebellum
expansionist rhetoric drew on the memory of warfare in the Florida territory, but also the unique nature of transnational and multiracial interactions within the southeastern borderlands. Scholars
typically examined both the process of expansion and the many
ways that people made meaning of expansion from a perspective
that emphasizes efforts in western North America, but U.S. citizens, especially southerners, continued to be interested in territorial expansion into Latin America. 2 From the Louisiana Purchase
in 1803 to the Missouri Compromise in 1820, U.S. citizens spread
into the Gulf South states, establishing plantation slavery an American military presence. Scholars studying the U.S. settlement of this
region note that the military presence was key in the entrenchment
of slavery and the establishment of southern political power. 3 The
developing U.S. economic and political influence into the Gulf
South that resulted from this earlier expansion became one of the
central justifications for continued military improvement projects
in the southern borderlands, including those in Pensacola, Florida.
This southward expansion, and the rhetoric used to explain and
justify it, eventually resulted in the war with Mexico in 1846, yet its
origins lay within American settlement of the lower South and the
conquest of the Florida territory. 4
The period between the 1820s and the 1840s marked a transition in U.S. territorial expansion when Americans began targeting
2

3

4

Peter Kolchin, "The South and the World," journal of Southern History 75, no.
3 (August 2007): 565-580; Robert E. May, Southern Dream of a Caribbean Empire,
1854-1861 (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1989); Walter Johnson, River of
Dark Dreams: Slavery and Empire in the Cotton Kingdom (Cambridge, MA: Belknap
Press of Harvard University Press, 2013), 17-20; Matthew Pratt Guterl, American
Mediterranean: Southern Slaveholders in the Age of Emancipation (Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 2008).
F. Todd Smith, Louisiana and the Gulf South Frontier, 1500-1821 (Baton Rouge:
Louisiana State University Press, 2014), 243-259; David Narrett, Adventurism
and Empire: The Struggle for Mastery in the Louisiana-Florida Borderlands, 17621803 (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2015), 1-4,137-141;
Adam Rothman, Slave Country: American Expansion and the Origins of the Deep
South (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2005) .
Paul E . Hoffman, Florida's Frontiers (Bloomington: Indiana University Press,
2002); Owsley Jr. and Smith, Filibusters and Expansionists, 61-81, 141-163;
Edward E . Baptist, Creating an Old South: Middle Florida '.5 Plantation Frontier before
the Civil War (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2002), 17-36.
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the territory of other republican nations instead of solely concentrating their efforts on fighting against European colonial powers
and Indian nations within the ·old southwestern frontier. Pensacola
proved central to this next stage of American expansion, and provides a key space that unites both old and new forms of expansion.
By examining the importance of military fortifications at Pensacola, the many national and transnational forces that buffeted the
Gulf Coast during this period become evident. Pensacola became
increasingly identified by other cities in the region as a vital defence
point for the overall protection of the U .S. in the Gulf of Mexico.
During the U.S-Mexican War, Pensacola's position on the Gulf
Coast continued to shape its experience of warfare and expansion. In the Gulf South homefront and battlefront often blurred.
For Pensacola, as for many communities within the Gulf South,
the war in Mexico possessed an immediacy that southerners in the
Upper South would not experience until the Civil War. Through an
examination of soldiers' and sailors' experiences, newspaper edi torials, and literary journal essays in the years surrounding the U.S.Mexican War, the relationship between Pensacola and the military
in the Gulf South provides a window into the changes that shaped
American expansion in the Civil War Era.
Time and again Pensacola came under new supervision, new
dreams of empire, and new concerns. From its earliest days to the
outbreak of the U .S.-Mexican War, Pensacola felt the brunt of diplomatic shifts as Florida changed hands- variously claimed by the
Spanish, British, and finally, the U .S.- throughout the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries. Pensacola was established as a permanent settlement in 1689 to check French and English interests in
acquiring Spanish territory. It remained part of a world wh~re no
one nation possessed complete domination- the Gulf of Mexico.
While the Spanish were the first to recognize Pensacola's importance as a military outpost against British and French incursion,
it was the U.S. invasion in 1817 that brought the first significant
improvements to the defenses along the bay. 5 Despite Pensacola's
small population-some 700 persons- it remained remarkably
diverse. Rachel Jackson, wife of Andrew Jackson and a temporary
resident of the port, wrote her friend Eliza Kingsley in 1821 remarking on the town's inhabitants and noting that all spoke French and
Spanish, some speaking as many as four or five different languages.
5

John]. Clune Jr. and Margo S. Stringfield, Historic Pensacola (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2009), 50-51.
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"Such a mixed multitude, you, nor any of us, ever had an idea of,"
Rachel noted. She observed that there were fewer white people
"than any other, mixed with all nations under the canopy of heaven, almost in nature's darkness." 6 While the white population grew
over the following two decades, it continued to share space with
mixed race peoples and black and white Creoles. 7
Unlike many other ports along the Gulf of Mexico, Pensacola
never became a major depot for the agricultural commodities that
created prosperity for the other major ports along the coast. During Pensacola's first decade under U.S. rule, southerners flooded
Florida, eager to take advantage of the newly acquired territory.
While this benefited Florida overall, Pensacola lacked sufficient
access to the most prosperous cotton districts, and much of that
trade was shipped out through other ports. When it appeared that
political and economic power shifted to Florida's middle counties, residents of the town sought economic development through
other methods. 8 The first attempt to remedy the stagnant economy centered on support for the construction of a canal across the
peninsula that would link east and west Florida. Pensacolians, like
many Floridians during the territorial period, were swept up in the
national fascination with canals, railways, and all manner of what
nineteenth-century Americans referred to as "internal improvements." Historian Ernest F. Diddle described how this "faith in
6

7

8

RachelJackson to Eliza Kingsley, 1821, quoted in Clune and Stringfiled, Historic Pensacola, 137; Duvon C. Corbitt, "The Late Spanish Census,1820," Florida
Historical Quarterly 24, no. 1 (July 1945): 30-38; November 28, 1849, Warren
Dow Diary, 1849-1850, Special Collections, George A. Smathers Libraries, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL.
The term "Creole" has many meanings, and here I am defining "Creole" as
individuals born of European and/ or African parents who, according to the
Spanish Colonial definition, were born in the Americas. William Coker and
Susan Parker, "The Second Spanish Period in the Two Floridas," in The New
History of Florida, ed., Michael Gannon (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1996), 150- 66; William Coker and Douglas Inglis, The Spanish Censuses
of Pensacola, 1784-1820: A Genealogical Guide to Spanish Pensacola (Pensacola,
FL: Perdido Bay Press, 1980); James D. Harmon, Creoles of Color: Gulf South
(Knoxville: University of Tennessee, 1996);Jane Landers, Atlantic Creoles in the
Age ofRevolution (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2011); Alice Moor
Dunbar-Nelson, "People of Color in Louisiana," in Creole: The History and Legacy
of Louisiana's Free People of Color, ed. Sybil Kein (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State
University Press, 2000), 8-9.
Jane E. Dysart, "Another Road to Disappearance: Assimilation of Creek Indians
in Pensacola, Florida, during the Nineteenth Century," Florida Historical Quarterly 61, no. 1 (July 1982), 39; Virginia Meacham Gould, "In Full Enjoyment
of Their Liberty: The free women of color of the Gulf ports of New Orleans,
Mobile, and Pensacola, 1769-1860" (PhD diss., Emory University, 1991), 40-41.
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canals" offered a chance to open the West to trade with the more
established East, all of which would travel through Florida, and
established some of the earliest expansionist rhetoric concerning the economic progress possible through American territorial
expansion. Interest in a canal connecting the Atlantic to the Gulf
Coast dated back to 1763, when British Governor James Grant suggested that such a canal would benefit the colony. Nothing came
of it, and Floridians would have to wait until the mid-1820s before
any kind of effort was made to begin a canal-building project. The
Florida Legislative Council regularly sent petitions to Congress
addressing interests in the prospect of a canal. In 1824, Congress
commissioned the United States Army to create a committee for
the purpose of surveying the Florida territory for the possibility of
building a can~l. The following year the Florida Legislative Council
authorized yet another survey team. Both survey teams ultimately
advised against the practicality of canal construction. The idea
finally faltered when the Panic of 1837 and the years of economic
depression that followed killed enthusiasm in the United States for
internal improvements. Floridians had used ideas about economic
and military necessity when it came to arguing for federal funds to
build a canal, and those notions became part of the narratives used
to demand coastal defenses and territorial expansion. Yet, when
U.S. citizens began moving into Florida territory in the early 1820s
they were not alone in their expansionist interests. 9
Aside from Native American nations such as the Seminole, the
strongest opposition to U.S. expansion in both the southern borderlands and the West Indies were European nations, specifically
England. The War of 1812 and the First Seminole War solidified
what historian William Belko called "American Anglophobia'' in the
minds of antebellum Americans. These wars also perpetuated the
notion that Florida needed increased military protection. Decades
after they had set out to conquer the Florida territory, U.S. citizens,
especially those in the Gulf South, recalled the early days of their
fragile republic and its conflicts with the mother country. Naval
strategy and prevailing military wisdom continued to be rooted in
the nation's experiences during the War of 1812, which led the
9

Earnest Dibble, Ante-Bellum Pensacola and the Military Presence (Pensacola, FL:
Pensacola Historical Society, 1982), 9-10; Michael Gannon, Florida: A Short
History (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2003) , 27-28; Steven Noll
and David Tegeder, Ditch of Forgotten Dreams: The Cross Florida Barge Canal and
the Struggle for Florida's Future (Gainesville: University of Press Florida, 2015),
11-20.
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federal government to concentrate on building up coastal fortifications along the Atlantic Coast. The British Act of Abolition in 1833
and the emancipation of slaves within British-held colonies near the
Gulf of Mexico added a new dimension to American Anglophobia
and the perceived necessity for increased militarization of the southern frontier, especially among the coastal slave states. 10
In the 1820s, expansionists and the U.S. Navy began to see
Pensacola as an important strategic location for military outposts.
The U.S. Navy's board of engineers recognized the importance of
improving defenses in the region, and recommended Pensacola
Bay as a site of new fortifications because it possessed "positions
admirably adopted to the repairing, building and launching of vessels of any size, for docks and dock yards in healthful positions and
as being perfectly defensible. "11 The independence wars of Central
and South America contributed to the view that improved defenses
at Pensacola were necessary. Highlighting the instability associated
with the Latin American revolutions, one U.S. newspaper estimated that pirates and privateers attacked up to 3,000 ships between
1816 and 1823. 12 In 1825, Congress made the first monetary appropriation for the construction of a naval yard at Pensacola and
authorized improvements to the army fortifications that lined the
bay. Military improvements began in 1826 when the Navy issued
the first contracts to local businesses for lumber. White craftsman
initiated construction, but the yard's second commandant, Captain
M. T. Woolsey, began the practice of using hired slaves to do the
majority of the work on the new yard. 13
10

11

12
13

William S. Belko, "Epilogue to the War of 1812: The Monroe Administration,
American Anglophobia, and the First Seminole War," in America's Hundred
Years' War: U.S. Expansion to the Gulf Coast and theFate of the Seminol,e, 1763-1855,
ed. William S. Belko (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2011), 54-55;
Frank L. Owsley Jr., Struggle for the Gulf Borderlands: The Creek War and the Battl,e
for New Orleans, 1812-1815 (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 1981),
28-29, 92-93; Edward Bartlett Rugemer, The Problem of Emancipation: The Caribbean Roots of the American Civil War (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University
Press, 2008), 136-140.
Report of General Barnard quoted in Pensacola Gazette, August 12, 1843;
George F. Pearce, The U.S. Navy in Pensacola: From Sailing Ships to Naval Aviation, 1825-1980 (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1980), 16-17.
Angus Konstam, Piracy: A Complete History (New York, NY: Osprey Publishing,
2008), 275.
Thomas Hulse, "Military Slave Rentals, the Construction of Army Fortifications, and the Navy Yard in Pensacola, Florida, 1824-1863," Florida Historical
Quarterly88, no. 4 (Spring 2010): 497-539; Dibble, Ante-BellumPensacola and the
Military Presence, 8, 37-40; Baptist, Creating An Old South, 17-19, 34; John Lauritz Larson, Internal Improvement: National Public Works and the Promise of Popular
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The idea that the Gulf of Mexico was a perilous place for American interests existed side-by-side with the belief that the region
promised vast economic riches in terms of trade and agriculture.
John Lee Williams published an essay in 1827 that accompanied
a recently completed map of West Florida. While traversing the
Florida territory as a commissioner charged with aiding in the
selection of a new capital, Williams came to believe that "the sugar
cane, the silk worm, the grape, and the olive, will no doubt at some
future day render it one of the most important portions of America." On the whole Williams imagined Florida as full of endless
economic possibility with "fine harbors" and "singular facilities for
the construction of canals." He described Pensacola Bay as being
"by far the best harbor on the Gulf of Mexico, or indeed south of
the Chesapeake Bay." 14 However, Pensacola's economy was more
closely tied to the presence of the military in the bay, and not a
promised agricultural boom. In 1828, when Captain William H.
Chase arrived to oversee the building of forts McRee and Pickens,
he relied on Pensacola brick makers to supply millions of bricks for
their construction. Thus, first two decades worth of construction at
the forts and navy yard bolstered the city's economy, wedding the
town to the presence of the military and the process of expanding
American authority in the Gulf Coast region. 15
Foreign naval superiority in the Caribbean provided yet
another reason for increased naval defenses. The nation's relationship with European countries proved complex; in some instances
expansionist rhetoric emphasized the threat of European dominance, and at other times glorified European conquest of other
parts of the globe. Europe's dominance of the Mediterranean provided a potent symbol for supporters of military improvements and
a model for continued American expansion into the Gulf South.
The Mediterranean encapsulated the idea of what the Gulf South
region could be in terms of trade and military supremacy. Civil
engineers stationed throughout the country recognized the military significance of the Gulf of Mexico. For example, Captain John

14
15

Government in the Early United States (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina
Press, 2001), 11-14.
John Lee Williams, A View of West Florida, (Philadelphia: D.R. Bailey, Printer,
1827), iv.
George F. Pearce, Pensacola During the Civil War: A Thorn in the Side of the Confederacy (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2000), 2; Pearce, "The United States Navy Comes to Pensacola," Florida Historical Quarterly 55, no.I Quly
1976): 37-47.
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Sanders, a civil engineer working in the Ohio river valley acknowledged the military significance of the Gulf as it pertained to the
expansion west. Sanders used the Mediterranean imagery and the
centrality of Pensacola to the Gulf of Mexico when he wrote that a
navy for the Gulf South "Mediterranean" could only be furnished
by seaports along Cape Florida and Cape Hatteras farther north.
Commodore Charles Stewart commented in the Pensacola Gazette
that, for Americans, Pensacola was to the Gulf of Mexico what Toulon, France, was to the Mediterranean for the French-a prominent
naval depot. France fashioned Toulon into its primary military
port on the Mediterranean, and Stewart reasoned that Pensacola
could become a similar kind of military bulwark for expansion further into the Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean. Americans looked
at their Gulf South ports and hoped they could achieve the same
level of imperial success as their European predecessors. 16
While Americans were afraid of what a powerful European presence in the Gulf might mean for their interests, they also looked to
nations such as France and even England as models of imperialism
and territorial expansion. The notion of the Gulf of Mexico as a
Mediterranean Sea in the New World formed an essential part of
the nation's imagined empire and the expansionist rhetoric that
allowed white U.S. citizens living in the region to see themselves
as a dominating economic and military power on land and at sea.
When newspapers discussed the importance of defending the
coastline, they often spoke of French defenses in the Mediterranean. This comparison revealed both the American drive to be like
the European nations that dominated the Mediterranean as well as
their fear of being subjugated by those same European powers. In
addition, the Mediterranean was a heavily contested space in which
warfare often defined the world within that sea. France, Spain, and
Italy, all fought naval wars to control th~ Mediterranean. Similarly
the United States would have to conquer its own "Mediterranean"
through racial subjugation, trade, and military supremacy in order
to mirror the success of European nations an ocean away. 17
16

17

John Sanders, Memoirs on the Military Resources of the Valley of the Ohio, as Applicable to Operations on the Gulf of Mexico; and on a System for the Common Defense of
the United States. With a Review of the Same, Concisely Exhibiting the Proper Functions
and True Relations of Forts and Ships, Their Mutual Dependence and Harmonious
Action, When Properly Combine (Washington, D.C.: C. Alexander, Printer, 1845),
3, 19; Quoted in Pensacola Gazette, February 28, 1846;JosefW. Konvitz, Cities &
the Sea: Port City Planning in Early Modern Europe (Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1978), 4, 73-79.
Pensacola Gazette, February 28, 1846.
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At the beginning of the 1830s advocates of increased naval
defenses urged the federal government to complete repairs to
the naval yard, bolster fortifications, and build a dry dock for ship
repair at Pensacola. New Orleans possessed a small dry dock, but
its location on the Mississippi River was not ideal for the Gulf ships
in need of repair. Matthew Fontaine Maury, a U.S. Naval officer,
wrote a lengthy article for the Southern Literary Messenger emphasizing the need for naval defenses, and added that additional sailors
and soliders were needed to man the fortifications and pilot the
ships. Maury argued that the presence of English and French warships in the Gulf made it absolutely necessary for the United States
to craft a plan of defense that not only secured the coast, but also
the Caribbean. He maintained that American officers had "tried in
vain to prevail on their government to adopt." Maury emphasized
the need for increased fortifications and naval repair facilities by
articulating fears that reached back to the region's past in which
the nation fought for control of the region from the same European countries. "Such is the unprotected state of our Southern coast,
and the condition of our Navy at present, that, in a war with either
of these two powers, Pensacola and all the rich outpourings of the
Mississippi would be at their mercy," proclaimed Maury. 18
Thus, for Pensacola to become a successful starting point for
U.S. expansion into Mexico and the Caribbean required the expansion of the naval yard loc;ated five miles from the city. The construction of dry docks and a seawall became the focus of much fanfare
and newspaper coverage during this period. Dry docks were used
for constructing and repairing ships, and a dry dock at Pensacola
could provide a more convenient facility for warship repairs, so
that naval vessels would not have to travel to dry docks as far away
as those located on the Atlantic Coast. The dock would also be
made available for use by merchant ships in the region. In 1840 the
naval appropriations committee introduced legislation in the U.S.
Senate andJohn C. Calhoun added an amendment to fund a dock
at Pensacola. He considered the need to protect commerce in the
Gulf by funding an improved naval station to be vital to the South's
prosperity. A number of other southern Senators supported Calhoun and the committee, maintaining, as one argued, "that the
whole south and west were deeply interested in the work," because
commerce from both regions would need to be protected by a
18
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naval force in the event of war. The bill was eventually defeated, but
by 1840 the essential elements of the argument that surrounded
military improvements had been made. 19
Gulf South expansionists interested in the naval improvements
at Pensacola felt embittered by what they claimed was an unfair distribution of funds. They saw the northern ports going ahead with
military repairs, while the South was left open to possible invasion.
Since the 1830s Congress had appropriated funds for the expansion and repair of buildings at the naval yard and the construction
of a dry dock for repairing vessels, but little had been accomplished as of 1842. That same year, Florida representative David
Levy Yulee successfully sponsored a resolution to inquire into the
manner in which the funds were spent. The following year Yulee
stood on the floor of the House of Representatives and charged
that the government had spent up to one third of the appropriations for Pensacola on other naval installations. 20 In August,1843,
the Pensacola Gazette published an article on the state of the Gulf
Coast's naval defenses and the lack of progress in construction of
the dock. In it, they noted several key aspects of their argument for
the importance of Pensacola's naval yard. The paper noted that
New Orleans newspapers accused the administration "with much
justice" of continuing to ignore the needs of the Pensacola Navy
Yard and using funds marked for Pensacola to build other naval
projects. The newspaper claimed that much of the funding appropriated for the improvements had been squandered by the "extravagance or criminal heedlessness of the administration." When
the Secretary of the Navy withheld the funds appropriated for the
Pensacola project the paper proclaimed that the New York naval
yards were "made to bristle with guns and to resound with notes of
preparation against threatened war." Meanwhile forts in Louisiana,
at Mobile Point, and Pensacola lacked the same level of arms and
ammunition, and were "thus left exposed, in the sudden advent of
war, to fall into the enemy's hands," who they warned, would turn
their own defenses against them . Despite the fact that war did not
appear immanent, the invocation of it, and how it might affect the
great emporiums of the Gulf- New Orleans and Mobile-perpetuated the demand for stronger fortifications . "Concentrated within
a length of 500 miles of the most densely populated part of the
19
20
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coast," the editors argued, "are six Navy Yards, three of which, being
admitted in practice to be totally superfluous, might very well be
dispensed with, leaving the Boston, the Brooklyn and the Norfolk
stations as they are, or even adding to their present facilities." By
comparison, the 2,500 miles of coast from Cape Charles, Virginia,
to the mouth of Sabine River in Texas possessed only one naval
yard. Ships moved gingerly through the Straits, while their "probable enemy, from some one of his secure Depots" stood ready to
pounce "upon the unprotected merchantman, about whose movements he would have more certain and speedy intelligence" than
the Gulf's naval ships could obtain. A year later, the New Orleans
Daily Picayune continued to lament the plan that had been left to
languish uncompleted and hoped that an additional infusion of
capital might finally push the project forward . The Pensacola Gazette
combined frustration over the government's focus on the northern
ports and the belief that the Gulf Coast was under immanent threat
from foreign naval forces. 21
Along the Gulf South and within the Florida territory the views
of soldiers and sailors were shaped by expansionist rhetoric at the
same time that they formed an essential part American pursuit of
yet more territory. While pro-expansionist forces argued for their
continued presence in Florida and later in Mexico, their interactions with both the landscape and the people of both formed essential parts of the nation's concept of itself as an empire destined to
dominate the Gulf of Mexico.
The sailors and soldiers who moved through Florida in the
aftermath of the first and second Seminole Wars came from all
over the nation. In 1844 Edward Clifford Anderson, a sailor in the
U.S Navy, recorded in a journal his journey from Savannah to Pensacola aboard the U.S.S. Taylor. As the ship sailed from the Atlantic
into the Gulf of Mexico, his journal related how his understanding
of the Florida landscape was defined by images and stories relating to the Second Seminole War that had ended just two years
prior. The physical markers of the war that lingered in ports of East
Florida where Anderson's ship traveled came to shape much about
the way he engaged with the territory. In the area surrounding St.
Augustine Anderson recorded the remnants of notches that the
Seminoles had supposedly cut into trees for the purpose of shooting their rifles as evidence of the war's impact on the region. As he
traveled through Florida he noted the interaction between racial
21
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groups. He described his party meeting with a group of Indians at
the house of Colonel William W. Belknap on the Apalachicola and
noted the presence of their "negro interpreter." Anderson also
related the complicated relationship Americans possessed with
England as a result of their past interactions. He retold a story he
heard from a soldier referred to as "Lee," in which his men were
encircled by a band of Seminoles and one soldier bravely risked
being in the front and subjected to heavy fire by stating his superiority as an "English soldier." Anderson felt his performance was
"worthy of knighthood. "22
At a meeting with General William Jenkins Worth, Anderson
was impressed by the state of the American troops, but claimed that
the acounts he had heard presented them as an "insubordinate
set of scoundrels" that could not compare to the British troops in
terms of their appearence. Worth had taken over as commander
of the army in Florida in 1841 and had pushed the Seminoles out
of North Florida. On August 14, 1842 Worth announced the end
of the war after many Seminoles moved to the southern portion
of the peninsula. Shortly after Worth 's announcement of the end
of hostilities, Congress passed the Armed Occupation Act which
was designed to rid the region of Indian presence by encouraging
settlement provided that settlers would "improve" the purchased
land and defend themselves against Indian incursion. By 1843
Worth estimated that there were only about 300 Seminoles left
in Florida. Yet the impact of their presence continued to be felt
throughout the territory. When Anderson later toured Fort Marion
in St. Augustine he was fascinated by the details of the escape of the
Seminole leader, Coacoochee, in which he outsmarted his captors
by making a rope out of blankets and "kept the whole neighborhood in constant alarm & committed more cruelties than any chief
of his nation." Later Coacoochee became the best known of the
war chiefs after Osceola's death. Sailors and soldiers alike claimed
to respect Coacoochee for his brazen escape, and Anderson spoke
of him in a similar fashion, calling him the "finest specimen of
Indian. "23 After his time in Florida, Worth would find himself in
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Texas serving with Zachary Taylor at the beginning of the U.S.Mexican War. 24
As his ship again sailed down the Atlantic coast toward the
Florida Straits, Anderson again discussed the world around him
through the lens of its tumultuous past. He related an incident
in which he and his companions disturbed Indian burial mounds
by digging through them looking for souvenirs. Anderson took a
skull as his prize. "I lay awake in my berth nearly the whole night
thinking of deaths heads & dead Indians," he wrote. Anderson
spent the rest of the night listening to mice and roaches crawling
in and out of the skull, tormented by his decision to desecrate the
graves of Native Americans. By destroying cultural markers on the
landscape, he both reflected on the passing of one racial foe and
participated in their erasure. Yet, his understanding of the "Florida
War" and the Seminoles was grounded in other forms of Indian displacement and territorial expansion, particularly the Trail of Tears.
He remembered "this effective weapon the sword, in the hands
of our national government has often been employed to chastise
the poor Indians. Sometimes with dreadful vengeance I fear and
should not their protection avail to draw it from the scabbard?" His
feelings toward the process of Native American displacement, one
of the foundational occurrences in the larger process of American
imperialism, appear ambivalent and situational. Anderson's journey and his journal exemplified the multifaceted ways that Americans in the nineteenth century engaged with the construction of
expansionist rhetoric. 25
The Gulf's importance as a major site linking the South and
West grew by 1845, when the U.S. annexed Texas and Florida
became a state. As John Sanders reflected on the significance of
Texas statehood, he recalled it signaled the need for a stronger
military presence in the region in order to achieve a position for
the U.S. "fully equal to cope with England for the mastery of the
Gulf of Mexico, if not, indeed, for that of the high seas." 26 The
24
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annexation of Texas reemphasized England as not only a symbol
of military and naval superiority in the minds of southern Americans, but also a symbol of the abolitionist threat that currently grew
along the borders of the slave South in places such as Texas and
Florida.
The annexation of Texas also made it more apparent that distances between the Gulf and the Atlantic Coast ports posed serious
problems for the navy. The distances between northern and southern ports were further emphasized by the fact that many sailors
joked that sailing to the Atlantic Coast was effectively going 'home
to the U.S." The charm of the navy yard in Pensacola with its landscaping and houses quickly wore thin for sailors due to its distance
from the Atlantic Coast. One such naval officer, Fitch Waterman
Taylor, arrived at the naval yard prior to the outbreak of the U.S.Mexican War. Like many sailors who wound up there, he observed
that it was still an "out-of-the-way place." He felt a "deep desolateness hanging about it, as if it were more of a foreign than a home
station." 27 This emphasized yet again the extent to which the Gulf
of Mexico was viewed as both extremely important and yet almost
foreign to Americans living outside of the region. When sailors
communicated their frustrations over the feeling of isolation they
had at the navy yard in Pensacola they in part gave voice to the
city's unique position as both on the edge of American expansion,
but also squarely at the center of it. Pensacola's connection to Latin
America and the notion that it was necessary to provide protection
for American expansion stemmed in part from its place on the border between South America, the Caribbean, and the United States.
Those in the Gulf South communities like Pensacola needed
to pay attention to relations with Great Britain and with Mexico
as their world intersected with both of them. Fears about British
dominance in the Caribbean continued to play an important role
in the growing debate over defenses in the Gulf, but issues such as
the Oregon territory dispute in 1845 also produced anxiety over
Britain. In response to the 1843 appropriations bill, the Pensacola
Gazette reported in August that "the late threatening aspects of our
relations with England, one would think, should have opened the
eyes of Government to the fact of the extremely defenseless state of
our commerce in the Gulf." 28 Frances Webster informed her husband Lucien-then stationed at Fort Pickens near Pensacola-of
27
28
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the reaction to the Oregon conflict news back in New York. She
wrote that she had overheard several gentlemen mention that the
ship Caledonia had recently arrived from England bringing news
that the Queen had ordered steamships of war to be outfitted with
men and provisions. "All the talk now is of war with England," wrote
Frances, "on account of Oregon." 29 While southern expansionists
were more interested in obtaining Texas and those in the northeast
appeared more interested in Oregon, support for Pensacola's dry
dock was driven primarily by concern over the English presence in
the Caribbean.
The start of the U.S.-Mexican War coincided with rumors that
Pensacola would accelerate naval improvements. During the U.S.Mexican War, the navy yard provisioned the Gulf Squadron, and
provided minor repairs for the ships participating in the blockade.
The declaration of war must have seemed prophetic. Gulf South
newspapers, naval officers, and southern expansionists had long
talked of war, but the war that came was not the one they expected.
In January 1846, the Daily Picayune announced that the improvements at Pensacola would finally commence beginning with the
construction of a seawall around the naval yard. Pensacola's population swelled with the influx of sailors, workmen, and soldiers at
Fort Pickens, while ·the town also housed the families of many serving in Mexico. 30 The Navy contracted James P. Kirkwood, a civil
engineer living in Pensacola, to oversee construction, and the Daily
Picayune hoped the possibility of war with Mexico would speed up
the work "so necessary for strengthening the position of Pensacola," and give to the navy a "port on the Gulf absolutely indispensable for maintaining permanent ascendancy there ."31
Impatient with the slow progress on the project, the Daily Picayune reminded its readers that Congress had instructed the Secretary of the Navy to begin construction two years prior earlier. With
delays, the dock would now cost over one million dollars to construct, with two hundred thousand dollars appropriated that year.
29
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The Pensacola Gazette quoted the New Orleans Bulletin :S complaint
that, "year after year, it has been the subject of resolutions in Congress. The successive secretaries of the navy had favored improved
defenses on the Gulf for several years, but according to the Gazette
they had "accomplished literally little or nothing," while the dock
at New York was progressing rapidly. They declared that it was time
they spoke out against what they viewed as injustices against the
South and Southwest. The Gazette also pleaded with congressmen
from the southwestern states to pay more attention to the subject
of the naval yard at Pensacola. The senators and representatives of
the Southwest, they believed, were sympathetic to the necessity of
speedy construction, and those in Pensacola hoped that they would
make more of an effort to move the project further along. 32
Captain William K. Latimer, who had previously served in the
Gulf Coast, returned to Pensacola in 1846 to take command of the
navy yard, where he would continue on for the remainder of the
U.S.-Mexican War. As war erupted and then intensified, the importance of making Pensacola's naval yard ready became evident to
those beyond the immediate area surrounding the town. Efforts to
bring the navy up to full strength to fight the war began in February 1846, when Pensacolians held a public meeting to recruit soldiers for the Texas-Mexico frontier. Governor William Moseley sent
two companies to garrison the fortifications at Pensacola. 33 The
U.S-Mexican War brought many aspects of the rhetoric of expansion together in ways unexpected by those who had supported an
increased military presence and continued territorial expansion.
While President James K. Polk cited protecting trade as one of the
primary reasons for going to war with Mexico it was often the ships
used for that trade that ferried soldiers to the field of battle. Navy,
merchant, and mail ships transported the army back and forth
between the theater of war and Gulf port communities. On May
14, 1846 Commodore David Conner, then in command of the Gulf
Squadron, declared a blockade of the Mexican Gulf ports including Matamoros, Tampico, Alvarado, and Veracruz. In February, the
Daily Picayune reported that the Navy went out "armed to the teeth,
for the protection of our Commerce in the Gulf, and blockading
the ports of Mexico." 34
32
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The blockade of Mexico which commenced shortly after the
outbreak of war was not only a proving ground for the Navy, but
also for the future of its fortifications in the Gulf South region, and
the rhetoric of war reflected that. Still, the blockading navy needed an improved homebase for repairs and outfitting. By 1847, Pensacolians saw their cause taken up by those on the Atlantic Coast
when the Charleston Mercury published an editorial supporting the
improvements to the Pensacola harbor. Town boosters used the
Gulf Squadron's blockade of Mexican ports as reason to speed up
the work, complaining that the naval yard could not offer anything
but the most rudimentary repairs. The Pensacola Gazette claimed,
with growing frustration "for twenty years past, there has been comparatively, no necessity for a Dry Dock any where but here, and yet,
under one pretext or another, it has been entirely neglected." The
paper blamed the yearly delays on northern speculators attempting to take over the dry dock project. Floridians lamented that now
"every ship of the blockading squadron, which needs repairs, must
go a thousand miles out of way to procure them."35 By June 1847,
the proposition for docks at Philadelphia, Pensacola, and Portsmouth had been approved. The Secretary of the Navy authorized
$350,000 for completing the Pensacola dock as quickly as possible,
but during the next month the Daily Picayune reported that the
Congressional appropriation would not be sufficient to finish the
work, and completion would be delayed yet again.36 In September, with no builders in sight and not enough money, the Pensacola
Gazette could do nothing but forlornly remark: "well, it is our luck-Pensacola luck, and there is nothing like it in the annals of misfortune, except the luck of the poor fellow who could throw nothing
but deuce ace, until he was so exasperated that he swallowed the
dice-the readers know the story." 37 While these points had been
commonly cited reasoning before the war, once the blockade commenced it became a glaring issue.
Raphael Semmes, a naval officer who would later join the
Confederacy, gave an account of the blockade that reflected the
experience of many aboard naval ships during the war. Like their
35
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counterparts who had arrived in Pensacola years before the men
who sailed from ports such as Pensacola to Mexico were caught up
in forces much larger than themselves. Much like Edward Anderson who had enthusiastically recorded his trip through the Florida
territory, Semmes supported the United States' efforts to expand
into Latin American territory and questioned the suitability of the
Mexican people to rule over such a large nation. In his memoirs of
the war, Semmes described post-independence Mexico as "bowed
down by the premature weight of years," rather than a young and
exuberant new country. Despite his support of the war against Mexico, he was also critical of the U.S. strategy during the war. In assessing the government's strategies he concluded that "it was evidently
its policy- indeed the only policy-to carry on the war wholly on
land, leaving the navy to act the subordinate, but not less onerous
part of harassing and annoying the enemy on his sea-board . . . and
of aiding our land forces, in the duties of transport, convoy, making
descents, etc." From 1840 to 1845 Semmes had served on several
ships, conducting survey work in and around the Gulf. Semmes
and his shipmates found themselves sailing this same route when
they got the news that the war had commenced in earnest. Semmes
claimed that as naval officers "we partook of the incredulity of our
brethren of the army, in regard to the probability of a war with
Mexico." Their patrol routes into the Caribbean and throughout
the Gulf of Mexico signaled the importance of the Caribbean to
the U .S. and the intense interests that the nation had in eventually
expanding into the islands still dominated by European powers. 38
Despite the fact that pro-expansionists in the region had
argued for increased naval presence and fortifications, many of the
Navy's ships were not in the theater of conflict at the start of the
war and this led Gulf South southerners to wonder at the navy's
ability to aid the army. The Daily Picayune believed that only news
of the initial battles fought in northern Mexico in May could convince the navy that the "quarrel would come to extremities; and
reasoning from their own inactivity, it would not be wonderful
if the operations of the army on the Rio Grande were even now
looked upon by many in the Gulf squadron as fabulous- the creations of the letter writers. " 39 Sailors poured over every detail of
38
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the army's movements, and Semmes "felt the more proud of our
brethren of the army, from the circumstances of having received
the intelligence of their exploits ·in a foreign land." Despite wanting to set sail for Mexico, Semmes' ship remained in the Dominican Republic before making its way back to Pensacola, sailing into
the bay on July 1, 1846, a full four months after the start of the war.
The meandering path of the Gulf Squadron at the onset of the war
demonstrated the extent to which the navy was involved in patrolling the Gulf and the Caribbean, and the fact that the U.S.-Mexican
War did not take place within a vacuum. The United States continued to pursue its interests in other parts of the Gulf and the navy
was at the forefront of these movements. Pensacola, despite being
poorly outfitted as a weigh station had become a place where war
with Mexico connected with patrolling the waters against the outside world. 40
Despite the successes of the blockade at keeping ocean traffic to a minimum, the British and French remained a presence
in the Gulf of Mexico and compromised the effectiveness of the
blockade. Evidence of the European naval presence was not hard
to find. When Semmes' ship, the U.S.S. Somers sank in a terrible
storm, many of the men abandoned ship and later were fished out
by a British ship, demonstrating the continued presence of European powers during the war. During a funeral for a fellow American sailor, Fitch Taylor was angered by the fact that the Spanish and
French did not lower their flags to half-mast as was the custom. He
blamed this lack of manners on Catholicism, which he deemed a
"false system," and those who worshipped it were degenerate. 41
The British, French, and Spanish ships that clustered around
the blockaded Mexican ports created some tensions among the
various ships sailing up and down the Mexican coast. In June, the
Barbados Globe reported that one of England's ships was en route to
Veracruz, acting on a report that the U.S. Navy prevented the English sloop H.M.S. Rose from entering the Mexican port. In response
the Daily Picayune claimed "We do not believe a word said about the
refusal to allow the Rose to enter a Mexican port. At last accounts,
we think, she was lying at Veracruz." 42 Small conflicts such as these,
as well as the presence of European ships, transformed the quiet
40
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and routine patrolling during the blockade into an ongoing process of international policing. They also demonstrated that even
this war between neighbors on the North American continent still
garnered attention and intervention from Europe, because the
vital Gulf was a crossroads of imperialist power.
During the next two years the Gulf Squadron primarily focused
on maintaining a strict blockade of all Mexican ports, and keeping
the army well stocked, as they marched toward Mexico's capital.
Many felt that furnishing the Gulf with at least one large dockyard
and twenty steamers of war would overcome their most dire concerns. At the outbreak of the war with Mexico, the United States
Navy was relatively small compared to the more imposing European fleets that still sailed throughout the Caribbean and the Atlantic. The Gulf Squadron consisted of thirteen ships, three fifty-gun
frigates among them the squadron's flagship, Cumberland, several
smaller sloops and brigs of war, as well as steamers that primarily ferried supplies back and forth. While estimates of the actual
number of men who served aboard these ships vary, roughly 13,000
total served during the war. This number was quite small when
compared to the 70,000 soldiers and militia that marched across
the Mexican landscape between 1846-1848. Yet both shared experiences similar to those of Edward Clifford Anderson and his travels
through Florida. They viewed the world around them through the
lens of territorial conflict and American imperialism. 43
The experiences of sailors and soldiers and their presence
within the city directly connected Pensacola, and Pensacolians'
concerns over the security of the Gulf Coast with the war in a way
that was quite unique for a southern city. With recuperating soldiers and well-armed ships present the lines between battlefront
and homefront blurred much the way they had during the Seminole Wars some decades prior. 44
Through the experience of the blockade, especially in the
early days Semmes' feeling concerning the success of the army
grew increasingly more frustrated when he compared their glories
to the navy's monotony. Semmes believed "no duties could have
been more irksome than those which devolved upon the navy."
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The blockade stopped a majority of the merchant marine traffic
corning out of Mexican ports throughout the duration of the war
yet Semmes often focused on the oppressive heat of the cramped
quarters aboard the brigs, frigates, sloops, and schooners during
the summer months, and the wild northers of winter evenings.
The crew lived on meager ship's rations and the only clean laundry
they had was often washed in salt-water and hung to "rough-dry" in
the ropes of the ship's rigging. "We looked forth from our ship, as
from a prison," recalled Sernrnes. 45 It was a war that, for the Gulf
Squadron, was comprised of toils and vigils "without the prospect
of either excitement or glory." Unlike the army, the navy had no
enemy to actively fight. It was much harder for them to display
their bravery to the satisfaction of those back horne. 46
Pensacola's expansionists hoped that its fortifications would
be used as a staging ground for the war's operations. While New
Orleans remained the main depot for soldiers and arms, Pensacola
provided additional supplies and hospitalization for wounded soldiers. A member of one of the city's most prominent families, the
Innerarities, sent a letter to the editor of the Pensacola Gazette advising the editor that "Pensacola is well adapted ... for being the
rendezvous of the men required for the expedition which could
be organized here under the immediate superintendence of competent military men." Alfred N. Proctor, a naval officer serving in
the blockade, was struck with fever while in Mexico and sent back
to the Pensacola navy yard to recuperate at the hospital there. Like
many of the wounded and sick he spent the remainder of the war
there, watching along with the townspeople as ships sailed to and
fro, filled with rnen. 47
The Navy's most important part in the war met with celebration in Pensacola. The siege of Veracruz ended on March 29, 1847
with the with the surrender of the city and Mexican fortifications.
From there, the army cut a swath through the valley of Mexico until
it marched through the streets of the capital city. Proctor wrote his
brother in Boston relating the details of Pensacola's reception of
the invasion of Veracruz. He described the US.S. Princeton's arrival
as the ship steamed into the harbor "in fine style with flags flying,
guns firing & she was only four days corning from that place." The
45
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houses in Pensacola were decorated with candles, bon fires dotted
the streets and, "every gun that could be raised was cracked off in
honor of the victory." He participated in a spontaneously formed
company of twenty men who marched around Pensacola firing
salutes to the soldiers that had landed at Veracruz. The next day he
helped make fireworks for yet another celebration. 48
By mid-December, the army held the center of Mexico. Army
officer William Preston felt that the capital city was without equal
in the entirety of the Americas, and from his ship anchored on
the coast, Fitch Taylor imagined what the army must have experienced. As it marched into Mexico City, Taylor wrote "even the
unlettered could not but feel the influence of the distant prospect;
and the well-read had a rush of historic assocations pouring into
their thoughts, while they recalled the story of the past, as they had,
with the interest of romance, traced the march of the braze but
bloody Cortez." As the war came to a close, ideas of La Conquista
again flooded the minds of those who participated in it. The soldiers entering Mexico later in the war came through the Gulf ports
and by way of the Rio Grande . Many were part of the invasion of
central Mexico. Their experience was somewhat different in that
they moved through the Valley of Mexico and Veracruz, which was
a very different landscape than that which most had seen. William
Preston's time in Mexico came much later in the war. He kept a
diary throughout 1847 and 1848 when he served as Lieutenant
Colonel of the 4th Kentucky Volunteers. Preston sailed from New
Orleans on November 11, 1847, where his regiment only stayed a
night before heading down river and reaching the Gulf of Mexico .
Being from Kentucky, for Preston, the trip to Veracruz was the first
time that he had ever seen the Gulf. Like many soldiers who had
come from other parts of the South, the trip through New Orleans
or Mobile was just as surprising and intriguing as was the experience of a foreign country. Of the Gulf, Preston wrote, "when they
are at rest & only agitatedly slight winds, the sapphire sky, the light,
fleecy, clouds drifting before the winds, the clear waves and delightful breeze, create a pleasant languor, which renders you careless of
everything save the scene around you." When his regiment landed
at Veracruz it was a conquered city. Preston remarked on the dilapidated state of the harbor which he wrote "scarcely deserves the
48
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name, it is dangerous in the extreme." He noted the remnants of
the siege and battle surrounded them as they camped on a plain
between the city and the sea where General Winfield Scott's troops
had marched 10 months earlier. Preston recorded the scene "the
trenches are still there & the fragments of the shells and round
shot scattered over the plain still show the range and direction of
the Mexican batteries. "49
As his unit marched their way through the Mexican countryside, Preston spent more time observing the landscape and animals as soldiers and sailors in Florida had done. For Preston, the
experience of Mexico was wholly foreign. He had little on which
to base his experience. After more than a week of marches, Preston recorded in his diary that "Small birds similar to the oriole
of gaudy plumage, & myriads of flowering shrub presented to the
eye of one from the temperate zone a landscape as novel as it was
beautiful." 50 On the road from Veracruz to Mexico City, Preston's
regiment passed Santa Anna's hacienda. He described in detail the
house, which posed a great curiosity to the men of the 4th Kentucky. He noted the imposing quality of Mango de Clavo, which
was more like a fortress than a "country house," and remarked on
a discussion between himself and another officer over the agricultural capacity of the land, stating "I differ from Mr. Thompson,
who thinks it would produce cotton & sugar profitably as the land
can have no means of irrigation being to elevated and remote from
the mountain & the alternations of wet & dry seasons being the
marked to permit its being tilled very advantageously." 51 Whatever
their differences, they both viewed the world around them as what
it would produce once it was under U.S. control. Whether the rivers and marshes of Florida or the valley of Mexico, soldiers and sailors moved through territory as agents of American expansion, and
at times understood their experiences through the lens of expansionist narratives and discourse. At other times they challenged this
discourse, yet continued to play roles in its creation.
In Pensacola, construction on the dry dock for the navy yard
picked up toward the end of the war. After the war the army no
longer regularly used Fort McRee and Fort Pickens. In 1853, the
navy yard's dry dock was finally completed, and could be used for
49
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repairs. That same year the Montgomery Journal published several
letters from a young man identified as Harry. On a trip to the Gulf
of Mexico he stopped at Pensacola and wrote about the general
state of the city. During his stay in Florida he and several friends
were treated to a tour of the naval yard and dry dock. After a ride
around the bay and a tour of the forts he remarked that "the first
object that attracted my attention was the Dry Dock, which cost
upwards of one millions of dollars." Harry then spent the rest of the
day with the Commodore at the naval yard and dined with him. 52
Pensacola's anticipated prosperity under the navy and army stalled
during the 1850s. The region was hit with several yellow fever epidemics similar to those that affected many of the other Gulf ports
in the antebellum era. The yellow fever epidemic of 1853 proved
to be especially bad, and regular interaction between the town and
the naval yard diminished after the outbreaks. 53
Yet, the Gulf South had much to celebrate in 1850. It had aided
in what appeared to be a second conquest of Mexico. The United
States had defined its border along the Rio Grande, and the Gulf
of Mexico was now guarded by a larger naval yard, improved army
fortifications, and a repair dock at Pensacola. The struggles of the
Navy throughout the war, and frustration of Gulf South southerners over the sluggish development of the Pensacola naval yard
had exposed the raw nerve of North-South relations and its connection to the persistent anxiety over threats to expansion in the
Gulf of Mexico. The ways in which Pensacolians looked upon the
English and French became connected to the ways that the North
was often depicted in the southern press. By the beginning of the
next decade an abolitionist Britain and an anti-slavery North both
posed significant threats to southern dreams of empire and territorial conquest.
As the years progressed, the war with Mexico and the vast new
territory that the United States gained created more questions
than it answered about borders, expansion, and the future of the
South in the nation . Pensacola, despite its small size on the western edge of the eastern Gulf Coast stood squarely in the middle
of these questions and the oncoming battles that came as a result.
When expansion west became a vulnerable prospect for southerners, continued movement south was all the more vital, and shaped
52
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southern images of empire, which diverged from the broader
notions of American imperialism. The war dramatically reconfigured the balance of power on the North American continent, and
dramatically reshaped the map of North America. With the United
States in control of a large portion of the continent, foreign spheres
of influence became absolutely intolerable. The Gulf South set its
sights on Cuba and finishing the business of conquering the U.S.Mexico borderlands. The United States had founded a territorial
empire much the way the old colonial powers had done, and the
South thought it would play a large part in settling that new territory. Advocates of the Gulf Coast hoped that they could continue to
protect and expand into this most valuable space between the East,
the West, the Old South, and the new southern frontier. 54
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Losing Lincoln: Black Educators, Historical
Memory, and the Desegregation of Lincoln
High School in Gainesville, Florida
by Kathryn Palmer
n 1979 Nat Tillman, a Lincoln High School (LHS) alumnus
and one of the Gainesville Sun's first African-American columnists, penned an article advocating for the preservation of Lincoln's history as a "pioneer of black education in Florida." Tillman
interviewed Eric Roberts, a member of Lincoln's first graduating
class of 1925 about why Lincoln's history as a historically black high
school "deserved to be preserved." Like many of Florida's black
high schools closed during school integration efforts of the late
1960s and early 70s, Lincoln's roots stretch back to Reconstruction. However, as Florida's second accredited black high school,
Roberts praised the educational leadership of Lincoln's teachers, specifically longtime Principal A. Quinn Jones, as the "key"
to Lincoln's exceptional reputation during legalized segregation.
Roberts' memories of Lincoln as a respected local black institution read more like a eulogy, though, than an inspiring motivation
for the school's future. One decade earlier, in 1969, the Alachua
County Board of Public Instruction ignored the impassioned pleas
of Gainesville's African-American community, and voted to close
Gainesville's only black high school as a means of achieving fed-
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eral standards of desegregated education. Throughout the South,
white-majority school boards chose to sacrifice black high schools
instead of white high schools. The practice, while not in violation
of federal law, allowed for the standardization of an anglo-centric
narrative on how unification of segregated school systems reconciled the injustices of Jim Crow. The closing of LHS in 1969 is not
unique, but the level of engagement exhibited by the local black
community in the preservation of LHS history since 1969 is a distinctive epilogue in an otherwise familiar story of white institutions
dissolving black institutions. Though the significance of Lincoln
changed from actively educating black students to actively maintaining the fading memories of those actions, both periods echo
social historian V.P. Franklin's observations that "resistance and
education were valued as strategies to obtain the larger goal of
[black] self-determination." Asserting the significance of black history and culture as an integral part of local, state, and national
identities emerged as a powerful tool for resisting the suppression of memories associated with black intellectual successes after
Brown. The abundance of source material available on the varied
interactions by Gainesville's white and black citizens with Lincoln
provides an excellent example for exploring this concept. Thusly,
Nat Tillman's public call for preserving LHS's history in 1979 illuminates both the place of black educators in the memory of a segregated high school, and the challenge of sustaining black cultural
representation during and after school integration. 1
Before the United States Supreme Court ruled segregated education unconstitutional in Brown v. Board Education (1954), LHS
functioned as a source of power and civic pride within Gainesville's
racially segregated African-American community. Black leaders,
ranging from state and local officials for the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) to grade school
educators, fought to advance equal education through an end to
legalized segregation in Florida. After 1954, the NAACP, students,
and educators found themselves in a new battle with local whitecontrolled school boards over the meaning of racial integration
and the maintenance of black representation in public education.
"Desegregation" simply implies the dismantling of binary school
1
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districts, but the nuances of the term "integration" remains contested. Whites viewed integration as a one-sided effort aimed at
moving blacks into white schools. In contrast, to African Am.ericans
integration represented the possibility for equal opportunity and
political representation after centuries of government sanctioned
oppression. Charles Chestnut, a black member of the local biracial desegregation committee speculated that, the white Alachua
County Board of Public Instruction Superintendent, W.S. "Tiny"
Talbot never intended to keep Lincoln in operation. From Chestnut's perspective, Talbot resolved to close black schools rather
than integrating white students. Chestnut's statement reveals how
whites and blacks defined integration differently, echoing Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 's lamentations about the execution of integration in the 1960s: "I've seen this in the South, in schools being
integrated, and I've seen it with Teachers' Associations being integrated. Often when they merge, the Negro is integrated without
power. ...We don't want to be integrated out of power, we want to be
integrated into power," King proclaimed in 1968. 2
The decision to close LHS instead of the historically white
Gainesville High School (GHS) highlights the failure of Brown
v. Board to empower blacks through public education in Florida.
By the late 1960s, the delayed and superficial implementation of
school integration sparked new concerns among college students,
including those at the University of Florida (UF) in Gainesville,
about black cultural representation. As Franklin and Martha Biondi, have addressed more thoroughly, the Black Power movement
manifested itself on college campuses throughout the country in
the late 1960s and early 1970s by way of student demands for racially inclusive curricula, faculty, and student bodies.3 The closing of
LHS occurred within the swell of Black Power activism at UF, and
the message of preserving black cultural identity influenced the
local black community's objection to the school board's attempt
at erasing Lincoln's symbolic past. The post-Brown history of UF
evidences local resistance to the suppression of African-Am.erican
history as an expression of Black Power.
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Starting in the 1960s, the political and social power associated
with controlling historical narratives of social revolution implored
an emerging coterie of historians to abandon the singular use of
traditional elitist sources and begin reevaluating the past through
the fresh lens of otherwise marginalized and voiceless historical
figures- or as Jesse Lemisch so memorably coined the new method, "doing history from the bottom up." 4 The authentic historical
resources preserved by LHS yields a "bottom up" lens for examining
the relationship between black agency, school desegregation, and
historical memory in Florida. Renee Romano and Leigh Raiford
define "memory" as "the process by which people recall, lay claim to,
understand, and represent the past," while describing "history" as an
"objective narrative of the past." Noting the complicated dialogue
between history and memory, Romano and Raiford argue, "[h] istory
and memory nearly challenge and blur each other's boundaries."
Jacquelyn Dowd Hall further deconstructed this delicate relationship intimating, "remembrance is always a form of forgetting, and
the dominant narrative of the civil rights movement- distilled from
history and memory, twisted by ideology and political contestations,
and embedded in heritage tours, museums, public rituals, textbooks, and various artifacts of mass culture- distorts and suppresses
as much as it reveals." The passage of Brown v. Board in 1954 is often
remembered as an historic moment of simple justice, marking an
end to legalized segregation and the inherent racial inequality it
nurtured. The decision is less frequently remembered, however, for
its inability to root out all vestiges of school segregation and its failure to eliminate all expressions of racism in public education. 5
In 2009 Historian Waldo E. Martin observed the "all-black,"
segregated makeup of his fortieth Dudley High School reunion
in Greensboro, North Carolina. The experience of graduating
from a starkly segregated school in 1969 was not an aberration of
Greensboro, but rather a rule of southern school boards' stalled
reactions to integration orders. After a generation of legal delay
tactics, closing black institutions became the quick solution for
4

5
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local school districts eager to meet the mm1mum desegregation
requirements set by the United States Department of Health, Education, and Welfare (HEW) and avoid further federal intervention.
Martin stresses, however, "[b] lack institutions continue to be necessary, though not sufficient, to meet the enormity of the challenges
of the ongoing Black Freedom Struggle." Keeping white schools
open and retaining more white teachers continued to inherently
privilege white authority after integration. As a result, "top down"
whitewashed perspectives have prevailed, until recently, in the popular memory of Florida during the era of school desegregation,
leading historian Marvin Dunn to characterize those memories as
"an illusion of moderation ." 6
The discussion of memory and school segregation in Florida
is relatively new. While the national media often focused their
attention on racial violence in Mississippi and protest marches in
Alabama, the silence of delayed justice deafened Florida's blacks
fighting for access to an equitable education. Barbara Shircliffe
describes the memory of the all-black school as "nostalgic," displaying a yearning for the "best of that world" that was segregation.
Shircliffe's additional research of teacher desegregation complements Adam Fairclough's lengthy study on the central role of
black teachers in various segregated southern communities, and
Lincoln's history confirms those notions. A strong connection
between UF, LHS alumni, and Gainesville's African-American community has preserved extensive records pointing to Lincoln as a
vehicle for racial uplift, lost as a result of integration. A. Quinn
Jones and his family preserved an unusually large amount of material related to LHS's institutional history, presenting a rich opportunity to uncover the changing social identity of black education in
Florida before and after Brown. Correspondence, oral interviews,
yearbooks, school programs, and memoirs yield further opportunity to deconstruct the memory of segregated education in Florida
and reveal the state's application of desegregation orders undermined the agency of black educators. 7
6
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The nse and fall of LHS as a foundational institution of
Gainesville's African-Arneri~an history reflects the multiple waves
of the Black Liberation Movement: from black educators' internal attempts at filling in the gaps of segregated education before
Brown, to the central place Lincoln continuously held within the
black community, to the widespread student backlash of Lincoln's
closing after Brown, and finally the enduring commitment of the
local black community to preserve the multi-dimensional memories of LHS. Steven F. Lawson categorizes social examinations of
African-American history as part of the "second generation" of
civil rights historiography that began to emerge in the late 1970s
and 80s. The "first generation" of scholarship produced in the late
1960s and 70s, Lawson notes, focused on "leaders and events of
national significance" and "the political movement that secured
legislative and judicial triumphs." In contrast, second generation
civil rights historians like Clayborne Carson,John Dittmer, Charles
Eagles, and William Chafe saw social histories and the study oflocal
communities as invaluable to gaining a deeper understanding of
the complexities of the black freedom struggle. Carson emphasized the significance of examining civil rights from a grass roots
perspective as a liberating tool "to create new social identities for
participants and for all Afro-Arnericans." 8
A growing number of twentieth-century social historians place
this entire period in the continuum of the Long Civil Rights Movement Theory. Jeanne F. Theoharis, Komozi Woodard, and Hall,
among others, reject the notion of the civil rights movement as a
national "season of moral clarity" that began with the Brown decision in 1954 and ended soon after the passage of the Civil Rights
Act and Voting Rights Act in the mid-l 960s, with the major battles
fought in the South. Instead, the Long Movement theorists suggest an extended, multi-phase, spatially ambiguous civil rights
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movement, ongmating in the 1930s and 40s and ending in the
1980s. However, in 2007 Sundiata Keita Cha:Jua and Clarence Lang
challenged the Long Movement Theory, comparing its "tendency
to flatten chronological, conceptual and geographic differences,"
to the undead status of the mythical vampire. The result, asserts
Cha:Jua and Lang, "effectively removes the Black Liberation Movement from the historical process of change, development, demise,
and regeneration." Instead, they contend the Black Liberation
Movement occurred in distinct phases, and identify Brown v. Board
as an important turning point that commenced a classical civil
rights movement defined by legal triumphs and non-violent protest. In the case of Florida, and even the microcosm of Gainesville
and LHS, movements for black liberation assumed three waves:
pre-Brown legal and social battles to equalize education within the
restrictions ofJim Crow; post-Brown battles to enforce school desegregation and access to equal education; and lastly the unceasing
struggle to maintain black representation and authority in public
schools even after 1969, when the county school board attempted
to suppress memories of black intellectualism and achievement
by voting to close Lincoln as an academic high school . Moreover,
Lincoln's history as a notable scholastic institution for AfricanAmericans precedes even the U.S. Supreme Court's original Plessy
v. Ferguson ( 1896) decision to formally uphold the constitutional
merit of legalized segregation. Originally known as Union Academy, the Gainesville school rests in the foundational history of public education in Florida.9
Soon after the close of the Civil War in 1866, the Freedmen's Bureau established Union Academy for African-American
students in Gainesville. Like many Freedmen's Bureau schools,
Union Academy initially relied on an entirely white staff. The city's
freed slaves possessed minimal agency, but their desire to learn
remained strong. "Freedmen are all alive to the benefit of schools,"
9
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confirmed Florida's Superintendent of Freedmen Schools, E.B.
Duncan, in 1866. Though an official building was not designated
for Union Academy until 1868, a white teacher from Massachusetts, Miss Catherine Bent, was sent by the American Missionary
Association as early as 1865 to teach sixty, reportedly eager to learn,
students in an "unfinished, dilapidated church building with no
door or windows." A Connecticut woman, Harriet Barnes, joined
Bent in Gainesville in 1866, but the presence of white northerners,
and their Republican sympathies, was not received well by Gainesville's whites deeply embittered by the fresh wounds of confederate defeat. "Our greatest trouble has been the assault of the boys
from the white school upon us. They throw various kinds of missiles into our school room, in some cases aiming deliberately at the
teachers and sometimes hitting them," the teachers complained. 10
The funding provided by the Freedmen's Bureau aided in building schoolhouses, bought supplies, and paid teachers' salaries,
allowing newly freed blacks access to the education slavery banned.
However, by 1867 Gainesville's black community had established
a board of trustees with the intention of building a permanent
structure for Union Academy. While the Freedmen's Bureau guided the blueprints and funded the building materials, local black
craftsmen completed building the one story wooden schoolhouse
in 1868. Located on NW pt Street and NW 6th Avenue, Union
Academy stood as the second largest school, by measurement of
cost and square footage, for black students in Florida. Originally
built to accommodate 120 pupils, Union Academy enrolled 179
students in the 1868-1869 school years. Turnover among northern
white teachers remained common, with Bent and Barnes leaving
the area by 1869. In their place, two new white northern teachers, sponsored by the American Missionary Association, joined the
Union Academy faculty along with two new black educators, Eliza
James and Lawrence Chestnut. 11
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Though plagued by overcrowding, lack of books, and truancy,
teachers touted the academic achievements of their students and
the relatively long school term. In its first few years Union Academy
relied on financial support from a variety of sources including the
Freedmen's Bureau, the Alachua County Board of Public Instruction, and the Peabody Fund. Additionally, the Union Academy
Board of Trustees lobbied for school resources, acquiring a "parlor
organ" for music lessons in 1872. Black and white teachers worked
together for equal salaries until 1873, when the last of the white
missionaries returned north. From then on only black educators
staffed the Union Academy. The Freedmen's Bureau withdrew support from Gainesville, Florida, in 1874. In the 1880s, Union Academy began operating a normal school for teacher training during
the summer months. So began a long tradition of Union, and later
LHS, graduates becoming teachers themselves and returning to
work at Union Academy or other black schools in rural Alachua
County. The cause of the normal school garnered further support
from the Florida Legislature in 1883. Matthew Lewey, an AfricanAmerican state representative from Alachua County and member
of the House Education Committee, supported the appropriation
of an additional 3,000 dollars for the teacher-training program. 12 In
light of educational progress for African Americans in Reconstruction Florida, a steady rising tide of white supremacist ideology in
state and national politics diminished white philanthropic interest
in black education, laying the foundations for legalized segregation.
Passed in 1885 a new Florida Constitution mandated segregated education. Union Academy, like many of the Freedmen's
Bureau schools in Florida, soon came under complete control of
the county school board. The U.S. Supreme Court upheld the
constitutionality of state-sanctioned segregation in Plessy v. Ferguson
(1896), provided the separate institutions remained equal. The
vague and unchecked language of the "separate but equal" doctrine would allow lily-white local school boards, like the one in Alachua County, Florida, to control the purse strings of the school
expenditure budget and deliver a subpar quality of education
for disenfranchised African Americans at the turn of the century.
William N. Sheats, the Superintendent of Alachua County Public
Schools in 1894, characterized the strained relationship between
blacks, whites, and education in Progressive era northern Florida.
According to historian Joe M. Richardson, Sheats "displayed 'the
12
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type of paternalistic racism that allowed blacks some opportunity,'
but he also personified the spirit of white supremacy that insisted
on strict segregation and no political rights for blacks." The gap
between white and black teacher pay began to widen by the turn of
the century, with the average black male teacher in Alachua County earning approximately 30 dollars per month in 1890 compared
to the average white male teacher's pay of 46 dollars per month. 13
Faced with increasing racial animosity from the white community,
Union Academy relied heavily on the lobbying ability of the board
of trustees for improvements like the second story addition completed in 1900. 14
By 1920, students at Union Academy still attended school in
the original wooden schoolhouse. Union was a school poorly outfitted to educate its overflowing student body and the Alachua
County School Board recognized a need for improvement, passing a bond issue for both a new white and black high school. In
1921, Union was also in need of a new principal. Ben F. Childs, a
member of Union's board of trustees, wrote President of Florida
A&M College (FAMC) N. B Young asking for a connection with the
"finest red-blooded man for the principalship [sic] of Union Academy." Young recommended Allen "A." Quinn Jones for the position. Alachua County Superintendent of Education E.R. Simmons
offered him $125 per month to take a position as the new principal of the school. When Jones began work, he joined a faculty of
eleven teachers responsible for five hundred students, grades one
through nine. 15
Born in Quincy, Florida, in 1893, A. Quinn Jones knew the personal disappointment segregated schools spawned.Jones attended
a segregated grade school for seven months a year, and at the age
of eight began working as a water boy on a nearby tobacco farm
to earn money. Originally Jones dreamed of becoming a medical
13

14
15
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doctor, but in a 1974 interview with the Gainesville Sun, he recalled
the telling detail preventing the realization of his goals. "My parents didn't have the finances to send me all the way through medical school so I got out and started to teach," stated the retired
educator. Jones' trouble with the limitations of legally segregated
education was a difficult reality for African Americans trying to succeed in an oppressive milieu. As James D. Anderson, Glenda Gilmore,James Leloudis, Adam Fairclough, Vanessa Siddle Walker, and
Heather Andrea Williams, have demonstrated, teaching remained
one of the few avenues that could afford blacks middle class status
and respect in the segregated South. Jones attended school several
decades before the school segregation suits appeared in the courts.
He received a baccalaureate degree in mathematics from FAMC,
the only institution of higher learning for African Americans in
the 1910s. At that time, the school did not offer graduate courses,
leaving him to eventually pursue a master's degree through correspondence at the segregated Hampton Institute in Virginia in the
1930s. Prior to arriving in Gainesville in 1921, Jones worked as a
classroom teacher in Marianna and Pensacola. While in Marianna,
he joined the local chapter of the NAACP and the Southern Protective Association, highlighting his support of organized efforts
aimed towards equalizing separate education. 16
Jones served as Union Academy's last principal and LHS's first.
Union boasted a proud history and Jones made sure to uphold that
identity as he prepared to transition the student and faculty body
onto a new, updated site on the corner of Northwest Tenth Street
and Seventh Avenue. In 1923, with approval of the school bond
issue, the school relocated to a two-story red brick building replete
with wood floors and sturdy desks. Teachers and students renamed
the school Lincoln after the martyred sixteenth president. Notably,
16
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A. Quinn Jones' Graduation Portrait.Jones graduated from Florida A&M University
in 1915. Image courtesy of A. Quinn Jones Collection, George A. Smathers Libraries,
University of Florida.

Lincoln's stately brick fac;ade proved uncharacteristically elegant
for a black school in the 1920s. The school board demolished the
original Union Academy building soon after the move. Even without the physical building, one of Union's last graduating classes
held a sixty-five year reunion in 1989 to reminisce about school life
in early twentieth-century Gainesville. One observer did express
some disappointment about losing the historic structure, "[I] t's
too bad the building didn't survive. It would make a wonderful
museum for education and black culture." 17
17
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LHS first opened in 1923 to black students, grades one through
twelve. Initially built for 800 pupils, the sixteen classroom schoolhouse soon became under-resourced and overburdened, but it
continued to serve a greater purpose as an anchor of Gainesville's
African-American neighborhood, the Fifth Avenue District. Perhaps it served as an allegory, then, thatJones, Lincoln's illustrious
principal who served from 1923 until his retirement in 1957, lived
peacefully in a quaint yellow house with a metal roof directly across
the street from the original brick fac;ade. Upon moving into the
new LHS building, Jones considered his duties as Lincoln's chief
administrator a serious matter. Early on, Jones struggled to find
adequately prepared teachers, citing a "lack of competitive salaries
and a shortage in the supply of trained teachers graduating from
higher institutions."
The new principal sought to restructure Lincoln's faculty and
staff to include only qualified teachers with four-year degrees, harboring no qualms about firing those he evaluated as unfit. He
encouraged his students to pursue education at the college level,
routinely hiring certified alumni for teaching positions. Jones and
his colleagues also gave of their personal time, planting shrubberies, organizing book drives, and raising money for extracurricular activities not provided by the school board. These additional
sacrifices proved a moderate strategy to offset underfunding from
the school board and distinguish Lincoln as a black high school in
Florida with a record of success.
Although Jones' initiatives were not entirely in vain, Lincoln
remained trapped in segregation's perpetual cycle of inferior
opportunity. Of the 109 African-American teachers employed
by Alachua County in 1933, only thirty held a college or normal
school degree and thirteen did not have high school diplomas,
highlighting Lincoln as providing an exceptional education relative to the state's other black high schools, but not exceptional
enough to compete with white privilege. A. Quinn Jones' son, Oliver Jones candidly admitted "the quality of Lincoln compared to a
regular Negro school was very good, compared to white schools it
was inferior."

Academy Served Black Students," n.d., Newspaper clipping in Box 6, AQJ Collection. The newspaper clipping was fi led next to another clipping detailing
information about the Union Academy reunion in 1989; Cheryl W . Thompson, "Recalling the Days of Union Academy: Black School Holds its Reunion
Sunday," Gainesville Sun, February 18, 1989.
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A. Quinn Jones, whose students called him "Professor," enrolled
in a doctoral program at New York University, but his duties as principal of LHS prevented completion. Nonetheless, Jones' talents
clearly belonged in the classroom, his old-fashioned methodology
a cornerstone of the school's improvement. "When I came along it
was the day of the teaching principal," reminisced Jones, "that is a
principal taught several classes as well as being an administrator."18
LHS maintained an outwardly bright spirit as a symbol of promise for future generations of African Americans, but nostalgia and
pride must be reconciled with the inherent disadvantages of segregated schools. Desegregation did not necessarily alleviate those
injustices, however, as one local administrator cited joblessness as
a major challenge of black life in post-Brown Alachua County. During the Jim Crow era, African Americans saw teaching as one of the
best routes to a professional career, but the burden of educating
children under strained circumstances affected the quality of the
curriculum. An editorial featured in the Florida Sentinel blamed the
plight of black teachers on white supremacist rule, holding whites
accountable for the necessity of integration. "When anything was
needed for the Negro schools, teachers had to put the children
in the street to pay for it," lamented the article . Lincoln's faculty
frequently sold tickets to plays, pageants, homecoming parades,
and football games in order to raise money for school supplies
and galvanize school spirit. For example, in 1925, the school board
announced a shortage of funds and their intention to limit the LHS
school year to a six-month term. Teachers, parents, and community members raised enough funds to pay teacher salaries to keep
the school open for a full eight-month high school term. These
efforts allowed the first class of eight high school seniors to graduate in 1925. Due to these efforts, in 1926 Lincoln became only the
second black high school in Florida to earn accreditation. 19
18

19

Kamenitz,"A. Quinn Jones Undaunted by Years," Gainesville Sun, 28 July 1974;
Jones, Retrospections, 53; Field Notes, Mable Dorsey, Oral History Interview with
Ann McKirachan, Interview, Box 13, Education in Florida Subject Files (MS
149) , P.K. Yonge Library of Florida History, (hereinafter referred to as Education in Florida Files). Dorsey graduated from Lincoln .in 1939 and served as
faculty from 1963-1968; Field Notes, O liver Jones Interview with Ann MicKirachan, Interview with Oliver Jones, 1972, Box 13, Education in Florida Files.
Oliver graduated from Lincoln in 1937 and served as faculty from 1952-1959;
Jones, Retrospections, 60 .
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, Diminishing Barrier, 4; White, "History of Lincoln High School," 6; "The Simple Answer: Teachers," Daytona Beach journal,
March 31, 1963; "White Citizens Should Blame Themselves for Integration,"
Florida Sentinel, October 12, 1957;Jones, Retrospections, 47-48.

Published by STARS, 2016

43

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 95 [2016], No. 1, Art. 1

40

FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

Prior to the litany of post-WWII legal battles aimed at directly challenging "separate but equal" schools as a violation of the
Fourteenth Amendment, civil rights leaders rallied for the cause
of equalizing education within the constraints of legalized segregation. In the mid-l 930s, the NAACP undertook a massive campaign to level black and white educators' salaries in southern
schools. Chief legal counsel for the NAACP, Thurgood Marshall,
had just won the case of Murray v. Pearson (1935), in which black
student Donald Murray gained unprecedented access to the University of Maryland Law School. When Marshall ventured into the
deep southern states he noted how many local blacks, including
those affiliated with state teacher's organizations, either feared or
ignored opportunities to challenge educational discrimination, a
symptom historian Patricia Sullivan interpreted as a "reflect[ion]
[of] the control imposed by county and state authorities." Clearly,
without satisfied teachers, isolated African-American schools faced
the damaging effects of inadequate instruction. 20
The problem of teacher salary disparities in Florida found an
advocate in Harry T. Moore, a teacher and founder of the Brevard
County, Florida, NAACP. Moore, like the majority of NAACP members, recognized serious disparities between the salaries of white
and black teachers, a claim grounded in the plain statistics of a
1936 annual salary report citing the annual pay of blacks as less
than half that of white teachers. Black teachers reportedly earned
an average annual salary of $495 while whites earned approximately $1,039 in 1936. When Moore attempted to file a lawsuit, he
encountered a serious barrier when no black teachers in the test
case location of Mims agreed to formally charge the state with discrimination. After a considerable period of hesitation, local principal John Gilbert volunteered and predictably lost his job. However,
NAACP lawyer Marshall stressed the larger importance of the case
in a letter to Florida NAACP correspondent, S.D. McGill. "There is
no doubt in my mind that this case will be one of the leading cases,
in that Florida is not only in the deep south, but has always been
noted for its labor relations in paying Negroes [sic.] much less than
whites throughout the entire economic setup," Marshall asserted.
Once brought to the Florida Supreme Court, Gilbert v. Highfill et. al.
failed to win equal pay for black teachers, but the case did spark
a series of other similar suits across the South. In the late 1930s
20
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national-level NAACP leaders backed Florida's efforts to secure
equal pay for teachers, but with the rapid acceleration of the legal
progress for student integration in the 1940s, the attention of their
efforts began to focus primarily on student welfare rather than the
educators. 21
Until the 1950s, southern newspapers typically did not report
on black community events or concerns, the beating heart of LHS
serving as the ideal item to omit from local media. In fact, a newspaper committee discovered several mentions of white schools in
Alachua County, but not one of Lincoln from 1935 to 1951. Even
when the school began making appearances in print in the early
1950s, the Gainesville Sun usually only addressed Lincoln's football
team or the poor conditions of the school, a focus that resonates
with historian Gregory Padgett's contention that newspapers in
Florida remained race conscious before and after Brown. White
publications rarely highlighted professional and academic achievement by blacks, bespeaking their refusal to accept African Americans as intellectual equals. The success of the Lincoln Terriers
football team, affectionately known as the "Big Red," galvanized
the black community and the larger, bi-racial Gainesville community. T.B. "Reverend" McPherson, a Lincoln alumnus and the
school's athletic director, led the school to an impressive win at
the 1939 National Negro Championship. With skills unmatched
by other area schools "they began attracting large crowds of both
races," embellishing school pride, but also strengthening white
stereotypes that black achievement was confined to physical, not
mental strength. 22
During the Jim Crow era, Gainesville's white and black citizens,
though confined to living in separate neighborhoods and learning in separate schools, regularly interacted with each other with
African Americans typically assuming roles subservient to whites.
21
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Historian William Chafe observed that whites accepted civility
between the races as being synonymous with tranquility, arguing
that only once blacks exhibited active resistance to segregation did
whites take notice. Chafe saw evidence of that exchange in North
Carolina, another allegedly moderate southern state. A similar
situation existed in north Florida as well. For example, A. Quinn
Jones developed a strong rapport with Gainesville's white community, so much so that a few of his detractors labeled him an "uncle
tom." However, withoutJones' willingness to collaborate with W.R.
Thomas, a white trustee for Gainesville's special tax district, and
insure a "superior facility" for black children, the school board
might never have built the first Lincoln building. Furthermore, a
white UF Professor of Education, Dr. Arthur Meade, aidedJones in
checking out library books that blacks were prohibited from checking out. Jones' civility did not remove his motivation to secure
educational equity for Gainesville's black students as he twice successfully lobbied the school board for a new building. 23
African Americans in Gainesville formed strong bonds during
the period of legal segregation. Their separate schools represented the community's pride and perseverance to improve educational opportunities within the bounds of oppression. Lincoln's
teachers took their responsibilities as community leaders seriously,
treating their students with familial care. If a student did not have
a gown for the popular Miss Lincoln Pageant, teachers would assist
in finding one. When the school board denied band director Jerry
C. Miller funding for a marching band at LHS, he organized a community fundraiser and collected enough money and supplies for
a complete ensemble. Margaret Sharpe, who attended Lincoln
in the 1940s, lived with her home economics teacher, Louise Hilt,
for an entire school year while her grandmother tended to other
family obligations. Sharpe remembers being with her classmates
at a Friday night football game, when they asked a teacher to take
them to a movie instead. Their teacher, Ms. Hall, obliged the girls'
request and agreed to chaperone the impromptu outing. Faculty
and staff still managed to create a safe and supportive environment
for children in spite of racial inequality. 24
23
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Almost as soon as the new Lincoln opened in the 1920s, overcrowding plagued the school, forcing students to attend lessons
in shifts. The school board continued to issue black students
"hand-me down" books discarded by white students, dropout rates
continued to increase, as did the high ratio of students to teachers. Professor Jones spied an opportunity to improve facilities for
Lincoln students, when in 1947, the Florida Legislature enacted
the Minimum Foundation Program, a sweeping action designed
to improve conditions in both white and black schools by setting
minimum state- level funding standards for every school in Florida.
But, as education historians Sherman Dorn and Deanna L. Michael
have articulated, Florida's Minimum Foundation Program "still left
opportunities for local variations" in local funding bases. Dorn
and Michael further point to the function of the Minimum Foundation Program as an attempt by Florida lawmakers who, aware
of the NAACP's increasing gains in school desegregation challenges, sought to promote the appearance of separate but equal
schools with the hope of avoiding a federal school desegregation
ruling. Alachua County, whose twelve black schools were eventually
determined unfit by an educational advisory committee in 1953,
resolved to improve local facilities, designating school bonds for
both a new white and a new black high school. 25 Without a voice
in the white-edited Gainesville Sun, Jones leveraged the agenda for
the betterment of Lincoln and began rallying supporters to vote in
favor of a new school bond issue.
Jones would have to reach his audience through the student
newspaper, and so he appealed to "all freeholders" in a special
1953 issue of the Lincolnian. Addressing the issues that stunted
most black schools in Florida, like overcrowding and poorly maintained facilities, he explained the damaging effects on Lincoln
students. "Under these conditions children are getting one half
the training they should get, which means that our high school
graduate [receives] an education equivalent to a white sixth grade
student," Jones lamented. "Our only solution now is better schools.
In order to get them we as freeholders must register to vote," the
25
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administrator concluded. Jones' direct rhetoric proved effective,
as the vote favored a new building for Lincoln. Once again, the
principal took his voice back to the Lincolnian, extending praise for
the significant structural improvements awaiting Lincoln to clergy,
businesspersons, and students, "it is community members and the
school children who work to improve things." 26
In the early 1950s new black high schools began cropping up
throughout Florida. With the Minimum Foundation Program
in effect, the state legislature and the white media fabricated the
improvements of their separate but equal schools. The Miami Daily
Herald boasted the proposed improvements of the schools, claiming them "in many cases superior to those for white students-in a
maximum of four years. " 27
By the time the U.S. Supreme Court ruled on Brown in 1954,
Florida segregationists had already grown adept at denying blacks
access to equal educational opportunities through a strategy of
legal delay. In 1952 a bundle of primary and secondary school
segregation suits, which would eventually be heard as one umbrella
case, Oliver Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka Kansas, waited on
the federal court docket. The momentum of those cases, however,
came from the NAACP's earlier focus, and arguable success, on
integrating graduate and professional schools, which they correctly
assumed would generate less white backlash. One of the higher
education cases encountering the longest delay involved the efforts
of an African Arrierican man from Daytona Beach, to integrate the
UF Law School. The case of Virgil Hawkins v. Board of Control, contends historian Arriy Sasscer, "illustrates just how entrenched Florida was in its Old South ways in the pre and post-Brown years and
how equally determined the state's power brokers were to ignore,
prolong, or actually stymie Virgil D. Hawkins's fightfor racial equality." On May 13, 1949, forty-three-year-old Virgil Darnell Hawkins
received a letter from the UF Law School indicating a rejection on
the basis of his race . In response, Hawkins, with support from the
NAACP Legal and Education Defense Fund, filed suit against the
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Florida Board of Control, and Gainesville suddenly became the site
of a dramatic, nine-year battle to integrate the UF Law School. 28
As of 1950 UF operated the only law school in the state, but
segregation laws in place throughout all levels of public education
in Florida prevented Hawkins' acceptance. The Board of Control
offered to fund an education in another state. Hawkins refused
the offer, and indeed the U.S. Supreme Court had already ruled
such practices unconstitutional in three separate cases. The opinions written in Gaines v. Canada (1936), McLaurin v. Oklahoma
Board of Regents (1950) and Sweatt v. Painter (1950) all recognized
the injustice of not providing blacks equal access to in-state higher education, and illuminated an almost certain path to striking
down Plessy v. Ferguson. In 1952 the Board of Control thought it
had reached a compromise with Hawkins, establishing a segregated law school at FAMC. When the UF Law School again rejected
Hawkins' application, the Florida Supreme Court ignored his legal
complaint, contending that he could attend law school at FAMC
instead. Undeterred, Hawkins took his case to the U.S. Supreme
Court in 1956, and it sided with the aspiring law student, ordering
UF to admit him at once. Even with a federal mandate to integrate,
Florida lawmakers delayed the process, citing the need for more
time to investigate largely unfounded fears that immediate integration would lead to uncertain violence and disorder in the community. In 1958, after years of legal delays, a federal district court
judge ordered the law school to integrate and accept all qualified
applicants regardless of their race. Despite the seemingly victorious ruling, Hawkins never did attend the UF Law School. In 1958
the Board of Control established a new minimum score on the
law school entry exam for incoming students, setting the admission threshold fifty points above Hawkins' 1956 score. As a result,
Hawkins was officially denied not because of his race, but rather
because he was disqualified by the new rules regarding test scores.
Instead, George H. Starke, a middle-aged veteran from Orlando
became the first African American law student to enroll at UF Law
School in fall 1958. Though the media braced itself for public
disturbance, Starke's arrival on campus created little commotion.
The Florida Supreme Court's persistent refusal to accommodate
28
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Hawkins, even after the federal courts repeatedly ruled school segregation unconstitutional, reflected the tradition of bigotry experienced by many people like A. Quinn Jones. While the Hawkins
case kept Gainesville in the legal spotlight for nearly a decade, LHS
teachers continued to focus on providing the best education they
could for their students. However, five years after Hawkins took
his first stand against segregated higher education, a landmark
moment in American history would redirect the course of LHS. 29
When the United States Supreme Court reversed the "separate but equal" precedent set by Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) it ended
over a half-century of legalized racial segregation in the South.
Brown v. Board (1954) was decided on the grounds that segregated schools promoted a sense of inferiority among black students.
The high court thusly ruled segregated schools inherently unequal
and therefore a violation of the Fourteenth Amendment. As the
unanimous opinion reached southern states on May 17, 1954,
many whites responded with pledges of massive resistance to the
encroachment of federal government. Georgia Governor Herman
Talmadge vowed that the people of his state would "not tolerate the
mixing of the races in public schools," and a Mississippi editorial
claimed desegregation would lead to miscegenation and destroy
"all hope for the future" of the nation.30
Curiously, the newspapers of the time portray Florida as an
exceptional state, seeking a different, milder approach than others in the South. As the highlights of the apocalyptic responses to
Brown, constituents did not necessarily agree with racially mixed
schools, but accepted them with the expectation that integration would not occur immediately. "South calmly receives news
on segregation," the first page of the Tallahassee Democrat read on
May 18, 1954. An adjacent headline reinforced the disjointed, but
perceived non-threatening divide among the populace, reporting
29
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that, "some expect no actual end of practice but others see gradual
compliance." White opinions on Brown dominated Florida publications, and the issues concerning black reactions were often relegated to a smaller column buried in the leaves of the daily chronicles.
For instance, the Tampa Morning Tribune reassured white readers as
they focused front-page attention on the "enforcement delay for
new study." However, page six of the same circulation briefly mentioned the hopeful spirit of civil rights leaders eagerly awaiting a
speedy end to segregation. 31
Again, the realities of Florida's race problems in 1954 were not
as widely reported as the government's attempt to appear peaceful. A poignant example is an article suspicious of the Ku Klux
Klan burning crosses in DeLand, Florida, the night of the Brown
announcement. In Gainesville, the UF student newspaper, The Alligator, published an article five days after the ruling that discussed
how the new ruling would affect the number of available white
teachers if they were forced to teach in integrated classrooms. The
newspaper also interviewed several white coed education majors
who "vowed that they would never teach a mixed class." The immediate and central worry expressed over Florida's teachers was confined to the fear that troves of white faculty would refuse to teach
integrated classes and face subsequent termination. Though onesided with lack of concern for the future careers of black teachers,
the student publication urged the need to forge solutions based on
the Brown decision. "It may be years before actual non-segregation
is effected, but it is a law of the land and we must accept it as that,
whether those who are not accustomed to sociologically accepting
the Negro want it or not," concluded the more liberal-minded university newspaper. 32
In keeping with Florida's understated trend of gradualism and
delay, recently elected Governor LeRoy Collins remained silent on
the issue until the sequel implementation case, Brown II ordered
schools to desegregate "with all deliberate speed" in spring 1955.
Only then did the moderate minded, forty-six year old lawmaker
offer a tempered response on how Florida's government would proceed. Collins promised to preserve segregation as "Florida's custom
and law," while also upholding the U.S. Supreme Court's ruling.
Legal historian Anders Walker cites Collins' posture as an example
of how moderate southern governors employed legal-minded tactics
31
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to delay civil rights without attracting national attention. The use of
understated, yet highly directed challenges to federal desegregation
mandates, earned Florida a superficial reputation as an exceptional
southern state not afflicted by institutionalized racism to the same
degree as others. Arguing against the notion that Florida was an
example of exceptionalism, historian Irvin D . S. Winsboro couched
the court's decision within the larger struggle for black equality:
"Brown merely served as a catalyst for a long simmering resentment
against Florida's traditional Jim Crow practices." 33
Soon after the desegregation order was passed on May 17,1954,
the Alachua County School Board erected a new all-white GHS in
1955 and a new all-black LHS one year later. Without one official word, their pro-segregationist intentions were clear. In spring
1955, several southern states operating dual school systems presented arguments in favor of a gradual desegregation process to
the Supreme Court. The panel ofjustices convened to decide how
desegregation should be implemented. Florida's Attorney General,
Richard Ervin, presented his amicus curiae brief before the judicial
body, and his argument strongly influenced the final language of
the opinion. It strategically employed bi-racial committees and surveys to assess the social implications of Brown. In the tradition of
old southern prejudice, however, the hope for a quick end to segregation expressed by the majority of blacks was denied in favor
of the opposing white preference of gradualism. African-American
leaders urged their constituents to challenge white conjecture,
openly opposing the measures of gradualism proposed by Ervin.
Even so, Ervin focused much of his attention on the illegitimacy
and illiteracy rates as well as violence among African Americans,
begging for ample adjustment time. Governor Collins leveraged
Ervin's contrived results, suggesting a need for a transition period for blacks to "raise their standards" to meet whites' as a viable
strategy for delaying desegregation. As historian Walker surmises,
Collins campaigned to maintain southern order by "framing the
problem of desegregation as one of popular consent rather than
one of enforcing constitutional law. " 34
33
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Finally on May 31, 1955, after much deliberation, the Supreme
Court handed down their decision concerning a plan for school
integration, mandating that compliance to Brown should occur
with "a prompt and reasonable start," carried out with "all deliberate speed." The vague language of Brown II allowed gradualism to
embody the pace of desegregation in Florida until federal pressure
began to mount in the mid-1960s. Francisco A. Rodriguez, legal
counsel for the state NAACP, spoke to the press after the decision,
demanding quick integration, but white representatives in Florida
praised the delay. Okaloosa County Schools Superintendent Lance
Richbourg gave a statement not long after the "all deliberate speed
"decree: "[The Court] made a very sensible decision when it ruled
that time and manner of desegregation be left to local judges
and officials." The high courts accepted Attorney General Ervin's
request to "protect the constitutional rights of a minority without
ignoring the will of the majority." Governor Collins assessed the
school desegregation problem with state education officials, suggesting no action be taken, calling any legislation on the matter
"premature." The Collins Administration formed the Advisory
Committee on Race Relations to track the progress of school
desegregation, among other race-related issues in the state, and in
1959 determined the freedom of choice plan, allowing students to
choose where they wanted to attend school, as the best method of
maintaining binary schools in spite of the federal order. 35
While civil rights advocates remained optimistic about the
future of school desegregation, Zora Neale Hurston, a prolific writer and former teacher from Eatonville, Florida, spoke beyond her
time in summer 1955. Suggesting the inability of federal legislation to alter social realities, the daughter of a retired schoolteacher
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declared, "I regard the ruling as insulting rather than honoring my
race." The correspondence further asserted, "It is a contradiction
in terms to scream race pride and equality while at the same time
spurning Negro teachers and self-association." Though initially
scorned for her views, Hurston perhaps interpreted Brown with the
harsh realism many black educators understood, but the majority of both blacks and whites avoided. In the years following the
Supreme Court's opinion, however, the gravity of Hurston's words
became more and more evident. LHS experienced little change in
its racial makeup or access to educational resources immediately
after 1954. Local whites openly resisted the merging of racially
segregated schools. Into the early 1960s black educators still maintained respect and authority within their communities, but the federal enforcement of integration would overlook the depth of their
loss. 36
Groundbreaking at the new LHS site commenced relatively
soon after the Supreme Court declared the implementation of
desegregation a matter for each state to address, underscoring
Florida as a southern state with no immediate plans of integrating.
The Alachua County Board of Public Instruction voted to convert
the former LHS building into an elementary school, redirecting
students enrolled in grades seven through twelve to the new school
plant. Once again, A. Quinn Jones, whose annual pay of $6,185
in 1954 did not match the $6,885 salary of the less experienced
principal of white GHS, catapulted Lincoln into the spotlight of
Florida's African-American education spectrum as one of the best
public institutions for African Americans in the state. A careful
review of the propaganda surrounding the construction of the new
LHS demonstrates that while the school board did spend over one
million dollars on the project, they deliberately did not exercise
foresight in considering the school's place in an integrated world. 37
The Florida State Teachers Association, the segregated teachers' union and political platform for black educators in the state,
featured a proposed sketch of the new Lincoln coupled with an
article written by Alachua County Director of Instruction Alfred
36
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NEW LINCOLN HIGH SCHOOL
Drawing of the new Lincoln High School in Gainesville, Florida. Lincoln High
School opened in 1956. Image courtesy of A. Quinn Jones Collection, Special
and Area Studies Collections, George A. Smathers Libaries, University of Florida,
Gainesville, Florida.

F. Edmunds in its January 1955 bulletin. Edmunds, a white man
and the first person to hold his position on the school board, projected Lincoln to become "one of the most unique and outstanding Negro schools in the State of Florida." The review went on to
discuss the thirty classroom building project as well as the unprecedented number of "special facilities" unique to Lincoln, such as
the agricultural shop, band room, and "administrative offices."
However, the positive review reads like a charade as the white high
schools enjoyed many of those same benefits years before proposals for a new black high school, and the author's natural bias as
an employee of the school board responsible for those inequities.
Nonetheless, African-American students and teachers anticipated
the move with excitement, as it promised to "immediately relieve an
overcrowded Lincoln High School where 631 pupils have been on
double session for a number of years." As noted, the old LHS building was converted into an elementary school and renamed after
former principal, A Quinn.Jones. It remained in operation as an
elementary school until 1970. The elementary school boasted the
school district's first female African-American principal, Thelma
Jordan, a Lincoln alumna and experienced educator. No mention
of segregation surfaced in the editorial about the new, decidedly all
black high school, despite the upcoming Brown II hearings. Conclusively, this omission silently indicated just how rigid the color
barrier remained. 38
·
38
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While the Alachua County School Board passed the bond issue
in 1953, the actual building of the new Lincoln encountered continuous delay, not opening for students until 1956, one year after
the new, all white CHS opened. In a familiar turn, however, the
new school's assurance of equal education faded, as the school
board refused to maintain the facility in the same manner it did for
whites. Perhaps Jones' retirement just one year after the new Lincoln opened contributed to the physical plant's downturn. More
likely though, the new leadership affected the negative shift relatively little compared to the county's refusal to comply with Brown's
ruling on the unconstitutionality of operating separate school
systems. In May 1956, only a matter of months before Jones was
to move his school to a modern building, county superintendent,
Paul E. Peters, wrote Principal Jones accusing his staff of stealing
typewriters and sewing machines, property of the school board.
"This is a very grave matter... it is illegal for anyone to remove
School Board [sic.] from the premises," Peters warned Jones.Jones
responded promptly and calmly, accounting for the status of the
equipment. 39 On its surface, the exchange between white school
board members and Professor Jones appears to be innocuous miscommunication, it exposes entrenched levels of mistrust whites
held against even the most professional caliber of blacks like Professor Jones. Furthermore, the incident foreshadows the continued difficulty Jones' successors at new Lincoln would encounter in
their communication, or lack thereof, with the school board and
their responsibility to provide equal resources. Although Alachua
County granted LHS a new, supposedly top of.the line facility, the
veiled undertones of racial prejudice in the school board's directed communication with black educators ensured that educational
opportunities for blacks remained unequal for years after Brown.
As the 1950s bled into the 1960s, the federal government had
done little to enforce meaningful school desegregation. This inaction granted local school boards a tacit license to experiment with
strategies for continuing discriminatory practices against black students and teachers, but now in a quieter tone than before Brown.
For example, pay schedules of the Alachua County School Board
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reveal equal starting salari.e s of 4,200 dollars for black and white
teachers employed by the board. However, when the school board
unrolled a merit based pay raise program in 1960, it granted ten
white GHS teachers the bonus, but extended the offer to only one
Lincoln teacher. 4 ° For nearly ten years after the original Brown ruling tokenism prevailed as the standard of integration in Gainesville,
until local President of the NAACP, Thomas A. Wright, sought to
legally challenge the insidious practice. In the years prior to arriving in Gainesville, Wright was involved with the "behind the scenes"
organizing of civil rights demonstrations in St. Augustine. "A lot
of black people knew it, but a lot of white people did not know it.
When they found out, they took action," remembered Wright. After
the local school district fired his wife Affie Mae, a school teacher,
Wright and his family moved to Gainesville in 1962. As the new
minister for Mt. Carmel Church, Wright resolved to keep out of civil
rights activity, until UF student Stephan Mickle, the son of a LHS
teacher Andrew Mickle, urged him otherwise. "I might suggest that
stuff that you had going on in St. Augustine, we need to do some of
the same stuff here," encouraged the young Mickle. A rising voice
in Gainesville's local black freedom struggle, Stephan Mickle would
become the second African-American graduate of UF Law School
before accepting an appointment as the first African-American for
the Northern District Court of Florida federaljudge. 41
Wright became President of the Alachua County Branch of
NAACP in 1963, and in that position he worked to establish inroads
with Gainesville's black community and a growing number of liberal-minded white students and faculty, including UF professors
Marshall Jones and Paul Hahn . Hahn in fact became a "key" member of the NAACP, creating advertisements and conducting field
research. 42 "Much of our political strategy came from the political science department at the University of Florida," recalled Wright, who
noted Dr. Ruth McEwan as an exceptional example. The NAACP
also collaborated with a campus faculty organization, Gainesville
Women for Equal Rights, which was comprised of "professional
40
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black women and white women working together." The civil rights
leader reflected that "they formed quite a bridge for the black community." Wright also enjoyed the willingness of white supporters
in Gainesville to stand behind the civil rights agenda outlined by
the black community, a situation much different from the prejudice
he experienced in St. Augustine. "The Caucasians [sic] from the
University, faculty and students, they played a tremendous role in
much of what we did," he observed. The Field Secretary of the Florida NAACP, Robert Saunders, and later Marvin Davies, aided their
local branches by organizing quarterly workshops throughout the
state, led by government operation experts, to better inform black
communities on how to incite lasting social change. "The national
and state [NAACP] offices always made themselves available to us,"
recalled Wright. Among the county chapter's various protest efforts,
an interracial mix of civil rights activists held sit-ins at local restaurants and picketed segregation at the Florida Theatre. 43
The defining event of Wright's tenure as President of the local
branch of the NAACP was his reaction to the unchanged status
of segregated schooling in Gainesville some ten years after Brown.
He first asked the school board to desegregate voluntarily, but it
refused. The minister then contacted Earl Johnson, a lawyer for
the NAACP in Jacksonville, about how to proceed with bringing a
law suit against the school board. Johnson indicated the need for
"a specific child's name who could be used in the case." Wright went
door-to-door soliciting volunteers, but not one student agreed. In
a moment of desperation, Wright asked his teenage daughter and
rising LHS senior, LaVon. "Daddy, if that's what you want me to do,
I will do it," she obliged. With that, the NAACP Legal Defense and
Education Fund filed Wright v. Board of Public Instruction of Alachua
County (1964) with the U.S. District Court. Presiding Judge Harold Carswell responded to the suit with a degree of leniency when
he prompted the school board to draft a "good faith" plan. The
school board would delay the Wright suit in the courts for the next
five years, costing taxpayers an estimated $70,000 in legal fees. In
the fall of 1964, LaVon,Joel Buchannan, and Sandra Ezell became
the first black students admitted to the white CHS, but their admission did not extend beyond tokenism. Reverend Wright feared
for the safety of the students, personally driving them to and from
43
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school every day during the first weeks. He recalled, "I got some
very negative reports, name· calling and so forth . But it finally simmered down that first year. "44
According to the Southern Education Reporting Service, by
the close of the 1964-65 school year twenty-one of Florida's sixtyseven school districts were considered desegregated, including
Alachua County. However, the document's conclusions provide
an unclear picture of school unification in the state. Only a handful of African-American students, the "best and brightest" of
Lincoln, were attending white schools, no whites were attending
formerly all black schools, and teaching staffs remained entirely
separate. 45 One decade after the Brown ruling, Alachua County
still closely resembled the unjust structure of a divided South, but
the freedom of choice doctrine slowly began draining Lincoln of
its vitality.
Although countless formerly all black schools suffered a similar fate, Lincoln's story especially demonstrates the difficulty in
overcoming the racial barriers that defined southern communities
like Gainesville for generations. Despite boastings that the updated structure's amenities stood equal to the all-white GHS, Lincoln's
untimely end would force a tacit admission of the inherently inferior access to education African Americans endured for the better part of a century. Most white parents would never allow their
children to attend a school like Lincoln, regardless of the county's
early conjecture regarding its equality. "If blacks wanted an education they moved. Those who didn't stayed in black schools," admitted one black parent well aware of the inherently subpar facilities
and curriculum at Lincoln. Although the exterior of new Lincoln
appeared new, the foundation of the gymnasium floor sustained
water damage because the architects hired by Alachua County to
build the 1950s era Lincoln neglected to install a proper drainage system. The school board routinely ignored faculty requests
for repairs, and students still read from battered hand-me-down
44
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books discarded by whites, further underlining how separate and
unequal black schools remained even after Brown. 46
When interviewed, students who attended Lincoln during
its last days in the late 1960s remembered it as a "farce," as they
contended with thirteen percent dropout rates, overcrowded classrooms, and overextended staff. Nevertheless, Lincoln's teachers
managed to make progress in spite of the county's apathy. "With
what we had, they [teachers] did an outstanding job. And I know
that because a lot of doctors and lawyers came out of Lincoln," concluded the 1966 graduate of the black high school and retired UF
research lab manager Patricia Burnett. LHS served the black community far beyond academic instruction throughout its lifespan.
The marching band, Miss Lincoln Pageant, football teams, graduation ceremonies, and other extra-curricular activities "inspired the
greatest pride among black youth and adults." 47
The passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 marked a turning
point in the legal battle to desegregate schools, pressuring resistant
local school boards to more fully comply with the intent of Brown.
Title IV empowered the Department of Health, Education, and
Welfare to withhold federal aid if a school district enacted policies
discriminatory of race, color, or national origin. By the mid-1960s,
after years of stall tactics and tokenism, county school boards saw
black schools and black educators, not white schools and white
teachers, as the dispensable elements of consolidation. Students
protested that "Lincoln is predominantly black, Gainesville is predominantly white . If they can integrate GHS they can integrate Lincoln." Although the freedom of choice plan adopted by Alachua
County in 1965 addressed the integration of pupils, it remained
ambiguous about how teachers should be merged. The plan promised to "employ and assign teachers on the basis of their qualifications to teach children and otherwise perform the duties and
responsibilities of their positions." The vague language prompted
little change . Tommy Tomlinson, the assistant to the county superintendent, described teacher integration as being "in a state of
flux," plagued by the fact that "predominantly Negro schools need
more teachers with high qualifications than do the white schools."
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Neither white, nor black faculty members took much initiative to
transfer schools, but one black male teacher who attempted to do
so was denied on the basis that he was "too controversial." Freedom of choice accomplished little more than token race mixing in
Gainesville's public schools, but it negatively impacted the "warm
family like setting" once known to the LHS community. 48
With the freedom of choice integration plan in effect through
1967, the brightest Lincoln students transferred to the well-funded
white schools in the area, draining the school plant of its vigor.
The remaining students commuted by bus from their rural residences and often could not arrange to participate in the extracurricular activities the faculty once worked so tirelessly to create.
Such obstacles made it all the more difficult to maintain a sense of
community in a school crumbling under the weight of desegregation. The year 1967 also marked the first time white teachers integrated Lincoln, leaving some blacks to question their intentions.
Councille Blye, a black teacher denied a transfer to a white school,
expressed his opinion on teacher integration in Gainesville. Not all
white teachers held a uniform attitude on working in a mixed race
school. Blye noted a distinction between the younger educators
and the older administrators integrating black schools. He characterized one unnamed white female teacher as "devoid of paternalism, authoritarianism, and condescension. " 49
The article considered the other extreme, accusing white
administrators of belittling the authority of veteran black teachers.
Though Blye's article takes a subjective viewpoint, it raised several
important questions about faculty integration in Gainesville. In
addition to paternalism, Blye suggested that some transitory white
teachers saw black high schools as a kind of "waiting ground for
a better position," citing high teacher turnover as a negative side
effect of integration. Within two years of Alachua County adopting
the freedom of choice plan, twenty-eight white teachers made up
Lincoln's total staff of seventy-eight. Curiously, by 1969, as more
white teachers integrated the school, the majority of Lincoln's
black teachers were sending their biological children to white area
schools. Such decisions reflected the black community's lost faith
48
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in the once vibrant school spirit. 50 To be sure, the new Lincoln's
ability to provide black students with access to equal education in
Alachua County had been in question years before white teachers
integrated the faculty
The true testament to the allegedly spectacular new black
school's inferiority arose when the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools arrived at Lincoln in 1964 to judge the merits of its
accreditation. After less than a decade in full operation, the school
stood in a virtual state of chaos, a "do your own thing" policy one
former administrator called it, as they remained unable to address
social and educational problems that included unruly teenagers,
high teenage pregnancy rates, below-grade level achievement
scores, and massive overcrowding. With prominent black community members sitting on the advisory board, including the retired A.
Quinn Jones, Principal Otha Nealy insisted students exhibit model
behavior during the visit. "Books appeared in their classrooms,
students stayed in their seats, dressed their best, were issued hall
passes while teachers taught for four days," but after the inspection
ended so did the dream of an orderly school. The advisory committee put Lincoln on accreditation warning. 51
In its last years a dismal twenty percent of graduates pursued
higher education, the rest finding employment difficult to obtain
with scholastic training still much poorer than whites. Disparities
in curriculum offerings also surfaced when, for example, the advisory committee suggested the school add a basic speech and world
history course, both standard classes available to white students at
GHS. Moreover, teachers at Lincoln were still charged with educating students using outdated material, like the geography textbooks from 1948 that were supporting classroom lessons in 1964.
By 1967, new Lincoln's student body population of 1600 pupils,
exceeded the intended 1300 student capacity, with a majority of
students scoring below grade level in reading and mathematics
courses. UF Professor of Education Albert 0. White reflected on
the school's condition under the freedom of choice desegregation
50
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strategies of the mid 1960s: "the textbooks, still ancient hand me
downs from the white high school, were always too few to serve the
forty to fifty students sometimes assigned to one classroom. Lack
of air conditioning made the school sizzle in the Florida sun." In
1968, GHS reported an enrollment of 145 black students, mostly
exemplary Lincoln High transfers, out of 2,329 total. An all-white
State Department of Education survey team declared Lincoln
obsolete in 1969 and pupils began relocating to other area secondary schools. GHS accommodated this sharp increase in student
population by temporarily increasing class sizes and splitting them
between two teachers, using the gymnasium for additional classroom space, and operating on staggered sessions, with freshmen
and sophomores taking classes in the afternoons, and upperclassmen in the mornings. Now, white educators and administrators
were faced with the burden of overcrowded schools already so
familiar to their black colleagues. Eventually, over 700 students
chose to leave Lincoln for the white schools' superior resources,
taking both the football team's quarterback and most of the school
band. In the case ofLHS, Brown proved enormously, if not entirely,
ineffective in securing equal education for African Am.ericans. 52 In
fact, Alachua County's decision to move forward with building two
racially divided high schools in spite of Brown emphasizes the limits
of federal intervention in local southern school boards governed
by whites resistant to dismantling segregation. Consequently, the
gradualism afforded by the Supreme Court allowed Gainesville
policymakers to not only keep black and whites separate, but also
to continue oppressive traditions well past 1954.
Alachua County functioned under a court ordered freedom of
choice plan from 1964 until 1969, when the Supreme Court ruled
in Alexander v. Holmes (1969) that the "all deliberate speed" standard of school desegregation was unconstitutional. Justice Hugo
Black opined that school districts must take sufficient action "not
only promptly but at once." The Alexander decision followed the
52
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definitive Green v. County School Board of New Kent County (1968)
opinion, which ordered the "root and branch" dismantling of segregated schools and identified five factors- facilities, extracurriculars, and transportation-as the standards for testing integration.
The Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals heard Alachua County's plan
for desegregation in late 1969, deciding on a two-step action to
integrate faculty and staff in February 1970 and students the following school year. The strategy went into effect almost immediately,
but Lincoln and the other seven African-American schools in the
county remained racially homogenous. With mounting pressure
from the federal district court to either desegregate or close the
black schools, Alachua County voted to shut Lincoln as an academic institution, repurpose it as a vocational school, and build a new
high school conducive to integration. In an effort to appease the
disgruntled student body, Charles Chestnut III, NAACP activist and
descendent of a former LHS football coach, petitioned the board
to name the up and coming junior-senior high school, Lincoln.
Instead, Alachua County resolved to call the new school Lakewood after its neighborhood surroundings. Although the county
finally had an aggressive plan for unifying their public schools, the
proposed closure of LHS as an academic center struck a sensitive
nerve with local black power activists desperate to preserve Lincoln
as evidence of African-American intellectual achievement. 53
The second half of the 1960s exposed a major shift in the
mission of black self-determination, marking the end of the legalminded agenda of the classical civil rights movement and the beginning of the more radicalized Black Power movement. As a result,
this ideological change directly altered the mission of LHS. Before
Brown Lincoln functioned as an educational institution committed
to shaping future black leaders. After Brown, and especially after
the white school board could no longer delay school integration,
African Americans at Lincoln, at UF, and in communities nationwide, were charged with the new, layered, challenge of promoting
Black Power, defined by historian Peniel E. Joseph as "the belief in
self-determination, racial and cultural pride, and the global nature
of domestic led antiracist activism." 54
53

54
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Black Panther Party leaders Huey Newton and Bobby Seale
attracted troves of new student members after advocating for the
creation of Black studies programs in secondary and post-secondary education. Stokley Carmichael, the one-time President of the
Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), toured
college and high school campuses encouraging black students to
"fight for greater recognition and power." Carmichael reportedly
spoke at LHS earlier in the 1960s, and according to Coach McPherson's son David, "it was the biggest thing ... he turned everybody's
heads around." 55 Indeed, African-American students faced serious
obstacles in their fight to gain acceptance and cultural representation at UF. In the months following the assassination of King
in April 1968, rumors circulated that both Carmichael and outspoken African-American New York Congressman Adam Clayton
Powell were scheduled to speak at the school. Some bold, angry
white citizens wrote UF President Stephen O'Connell in outrage
over the expenditure of their tax dollars to invite radical speakers to a public university. "I resent [tax dollars] going where they
teach disrespect of our laws and curse we white people, who are the
ones who have made this country great, the Negroes have never
done anything to uplift this country, themselves or anything else,
all they know is tear down, riot, burn, and destroy," wrote one man
in response to Powell's alleged invitation. 56 Assaults on the legitimacy of African-American history fueled a backlash from the Black
Student Union, which advocated for and succeeded in establishing
an African-American Studies Department in 1969 and the Institute
of Black Culture in 1971. 57
Student demands for scholarly consideration of African-American history at the UF soon echoed the concerns of black college
students across the United States. As Martha Biondi reminds in
The Black Revolution on Campus, "the Black student movement was
indigenous and local: students formed their own campus organizations and led their own struggles." Thus, by the time Alachua
County officials voted to close Lincoln as an academic institution
in November 1969, the message of the Black Power movement fully
resonated with the 1,200 Lincoln students, parents, and university
55
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students who, dressed in the traditional red and white LHS colors,
staged a two-week long protest. "We were born black and want to
stay black, and Lincoln should stay black," shouted one student
who questioned why the school board chose Lincoln, and not any
of the area white schools, to convert into an integrated vocational
school. "The white community wouldn't stand for the phasing out
of GHS," Charles Chestnut concluded. 58
Lincoln graduate and UF student Stanley Williams suggested
the protesters go on strike "long enough" to "hurt Talbot's (Superintendent of Schools) pocket." During the strike, only about 50
of the 1,274 students enrolled at LHS attended classes, costing the
school board "2,000 dollars a day in state aid money." Advocates
picketed outside the school board administration building before
moving their demonstration to the university campus, where it
drew even more support. "This integration bit is designed so that
you, the white man, will always benefit and stay at the top of the
pyramid. Is this why you want to take away my black brothers and
sisters' pride and joy?" wrote Nellie Brinson, a UF freshman, in a
letter to the editor of The Florida Alligator. Brinson's position highlights the fluidity of rising Black Power, "I am not a high school
student. .. but being black makes me feel a part of this situation,"
he wrote. 59 Youth led demonstrations had been a cornerstone of
the civil rights movement since it first gained momentum with the
Birmingham Campaign in the summer of 1963. While young people emerged as the face of Lincoln's last stand, wielding protest
slogans like "[G]ive us Lincoln or Give Us Death" and "[W]e don't
want nobody to give us nothing. Keep the doors open, we'll get it
ourselves," Lincoln's educators kept their objections private, fearful
of losing their jobs." 60
The protests continued until December 12, 1969. Opposite
the triumphant teacher fundraising campaigns of old Lincoln, no
amount of community donations could save new Lincoln from the
will of the larger white community. The contested new Lakewood
school eventually opened under the name Eastside, and Lincoln
would never reopen as an academic high school. In a concession
58
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Hundreds of Lincoln High School students and alumni converged on downtown
Gainesville in a two-week protest of the Alachua County School Board's decision
to close the historically black high school. December 1969. · Image courtesy
of University Archives Photograph Collection, George A. Smathers Libraries,
University of Florida.
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to the protesters, the school board did grant LHS Principal John
Dukes a transfer to Eastside and allowed a bi-racial committee to
appointEastside's football coach and choral director. Again, Dukes'
transfer proves an exception of integration not a rule; the school
board increased the number of white principals from 19.5 in 1967
to 27 by 1970, while reducing the number of black principals from
8 to 5, respectively. Closing black schools forced the demotion of
several teachers affiliated with Lincoln's legacy. For example, by
the 1972-73 school year, Alachua County reported a desegregated public school system, but many of Lincoln's former educators
saw their classroom influence diminish as the school board transferred them to sinecure "administrative" positions with reduced
student interaction. For example, Thelmajordan, the principal of
A. Quinnjones elementary, worked as a school board coordinator
and Otha Nealy as an attendance coordinator. Overall, black educators in Alachua County experienced a sharper decline in professional school appointments than white educators. The number of
black teachers in Alachua County fell from 222 in 1967 to 188 by
1970, whereas the school board increased employment of white
teachers from 599 in 1967 to 720 by 1970. 61 Causing much heartache, LHS officially closed in February 1970 and its students began
integrating the white high schools in an overall calm atmosphere.
The Prescott Evening Courier, an Arizona circulation, reported on
the opposition to desegregation in the South, but cited the anticlimactic events in Gainesville as a counter to the massive resistance campaigns in other states. "Gainesville police had been given
riot equipment in anticipation of disturbances, but 600 pupils of
the recently closed, all-black Lincoln High School transferred to
three other schools without trouble," claimed the article. 62 In comparison to violent integration protests in Little Rock, Oxford, and
elsewhere, Alachua County's transition into a unitary school system
occurred with calm, but perhaps not as much calm as the media
intimated or modern Floridians care to remember.

61

62

"Report on the Possible Increase and Decrease of White and Negro Teachers
in Florida" (Tallahassee: Florida Department of Education, 1970), Appendix
Tables 1 and 2, Box 13, Education in Florida Files.
White, "History of Lincoln High,"18-20; GainesviUe Sun, December 13, 1969;
Memorandum fromJames W. Longstretch, County Superintendent to School
Board of Alachua County, "County Staff Appointments for 1972-73," April
6,1972, Box 9, AQJ Collection; "Integration in South Still Unaccomplished,"
Prescott Evening Courier, February 6, 1970.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol95/iss1/1

68

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 95, Number 1

LOSING LINCOLN

65

Schools often rivaled churches in communal importance, making those arteries difficult to sever even with the equality desegregation promised. After A. Quinn Jones resurrected Lincoln from
a shallow grave in the 1920s and created a legacy of quality education for Gainesville's budding youth, alumni and faculty held the
institution in high regard. Its abrupt closing in 1970 made it all the
more difficult to absorb. "I cried when Lincoln closed. It was senior
year and I felt lost," remembered former female student Jacqueline
Fuller. When talk of school unification first surfaced after 1954,
"integration fever" overcame Lincolnites eager to gain access to the
same resources endowed to whites. But, as the process moved at
a glacial pace it gradually diminished the promise of new Lincoln,
causing supporters to realize the consequence of losing their community nucleus. 63
While students grappled with fears of isolation, some of Lincoln's black educators saw integration as a necessary component
of achieving educational equality. The previously mentioned John
Dukes, a career science teacher and Lincoln's last principal who
was transferred to the integrated East Side High School, reflected
on the school's closing with less hostility than the students. He
noted the marked improvements in the school board's responsiveness to maintenance and supply requests at East Side that were
not typical at segregated Lincoln. Ultimately, access was the major
drive behind black hopes for desegregation. "Each student at Lincoln didn't have a microscope, but each one did at Eastside. This
is an important attribute of education." Other teachers, however,
remember integration with mixed feelings. Andrew Mickle, a
vocational instructor who was hired by Jones in 1955, remained
conflicted about the subject some fifty years later. "As far as I'm
concerned, whether I like it or not, I'm about 50/50; it had some
good values and it had some bad values,'' said Mickle. "We were
absolved. We weren't integrated we were absolved [sic],'' he concluded. 64 Brown v. Board of Education proved an impetus for both
Lincoln's renewal and demise, a reality realized by black schools
across Florida and the entire southeastern United States. Lincoln
High's former students would gain access to learning tools equal to
63
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whites after integration, but at the cost of the encouraging environment once fostered by black teachers.
The cyclical effects of inferior education also arose as a major
concern of desegregation , with white parents skeptical of black
teachers' ability to instruct white students. When African-American
students finally began integrating Gainesville 's formerly all-white
institutions in the 1960s, many quickly discovered the substandard quality of education they endured through segregation, with
NAACP Field Director Marvin Davies labeling the entire system a
"cruel hoax." Disparities in teacher preparedness factored greatly
into the difficulties of closing the gaps created by years of legalized segregation. In the first half of the twentieth century, black
teachers did not communicate or collaborate with white teachers
on pedagogy and methods and their performance was regularly
left unchecked by the county school board. The closure of LHS
reflects current historiographic consensus that Brown's declaration
of equality failed to empower blacks. After 1970, a biracial mix of
students might have roamed the formerly all-white GHS's corridors, but the black students, whose tutelage had been inherently
inferior to whites up until that sudden convergence, experienced
feelings of isolation in an unfamiliar environment. 65
Initially, Superintendent Talbot only devised an integration
strategy for the predominantly African-American east side of
Gainesville, exempting the "right, white side of town." Seven hundred white parents from the east side of town protested the selective integration strategy. In response , the school board soothed
their anger by passing a geographic zoning plan that required a
district-wide 70-30 ratio of white to black students, reflective of the
actual statistical racial makeup of the student population in the
county. Even after the courts accepted the county as a consolidated
district in 1970, the brand new Eastside High reported the only
enrollment statistics compliant with the 70-30 ratio, while CHS
and Bucholz High School remained overwhelmingly white. Former Lincoln teacher Andrew Mickle believes Gainesville's public
schools still struggle with maintaining actual integration into the
twenty-first century. "It's getting better, but right now it's segregation within the class in some classrooms. We separate ourselves.
65
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They separate themselves right in the classrooms," he stated. 66
Desegregation compromised the security of the racial divide, and
the saga unfolded well past Lincoln's closure.
Some disruptions did occur at CHS during the first school year
after integration. A white student at the school recalled a disturbing incident involving the presence of black educators in fall 1971.
"A Ku Klux Klan poster with the inscription 'Niggers go home was
tacked up in the teachers' lounge. A teacher and several students
were badly beaten in the ensuing melee." Under Title IV of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, Alachua County received 40,000 dollars
in 1971 to conduct human relations workshops for teachers working in newly desegregated schools. While the majority did prove
accepting, some prejudiced attitudes still surfaced in the area of
discipline techniques. A teacher on the bi-racial human relations
committee told the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights that "white
students who misbehave are given punishment assignments such
as raking leaves, but their offense is not recorded. Black students,
by contrast, are sent to the principal's office where a record of their
offense is made." 67 At Lincoln, teachers offered tough love as their
brand of discipline, a sentiment lost to integration. Earl Williams,
a 1966 graduate, remembered the sincerity of Mr. Bear Jones, a
Social Studies teacher at Lincoln, who could be a "teddy bear"
when student behaved, but a strict "grizzly bear" with disruptive
pupils in his classroom. 68 The school's closing destroyed a symbol
of exceptional black educational leadership in Alachua County.
Deliberate historic preservation efforts have allowed Lincoln's
alumni to preserve documentation of their memories of the school
before and after Brown. Through collaboration with UF and Gainesville's city government, the Lincoln Alumni Association works .to
keep the institution's unique history alive through museum exhibits, archival collections, and media coverage. Just two years after the
school closed, education professor Arthur 0 . White began employing students and retired Lincoln football coach T.B. McPherson
as oral historians and researchers of Lincoln. He and his students
wrote a history of the school, and White also wrote an article on the
school boycott in response to Lincoln's closing. Since 1967, the
Samuel Proctor Oral History Program has continuously recorded
66
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the memories of Gainesville's African-American community, and
the subject of LHS frequently surfaces in the interviews. A. Quinn
Jones participated in several interviews before his death in 1997, as
did the late Thomas Wright, Thelma Jordan, and Andrew Mickel.
In 2003,Jones' family donated his personal papers, including rich
material on LHS, to UF Libraries. Jones' home across the street
from old Lincoln received National Register status in 2010 and the
Gainesville Community Redevelopment Project has plans to turn
the little yellow house into a museum honoring Jones. The availability of these various resources provide meaningful, first person
insight into the experiences of black teachers and students before
and after Brown. Furthermore, the preservation of Lincoln's history illuminates the lasting success of the Black Power movement's
goals of maintaining black cultural identity. 69
Both Wright and Jones also wrote memoirs about their life
experiences, and both men remembered LHS as a significant part
of Gainesville's struggle for black equality-Jones in the context
of Jim Crow, and Wright in the memory of the civil rights movement. Years later, two Lincoln alumni published nostalgic interpretations of the school's history and place within the national school
desegregation mosaic. The two publications specifically discuss
the personal experiences of several former pupils and teachers at
the segregated LHS and the effect of the Alachua County School
Board's vote to close the school in 1970. In the foreword of Lincoln
High School, co-author and Lincoln Alumni Association President
Albert White referred to graduates of the school as "dream keepers, as a tribute to their rich history." 70 Surviving Lincoln alumni
still gather for class reunions, often remembering their teachers
as figures central to their upbringing. While neither book draws
a critical analysis of the archival sources available on the school,
they both center on the idea of loss after desegregation closed Lincoln. Much of the community nostalgia surrounding Lincoln stems
from favorable memories about black teachers. However, the professional avenues once available to Jim Crow-era black educators
69
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diminished after integration came. Not all lost their jobs outright,
but rather many were demoted to administrative or teaching positions of lesser influence and authority.
Many perspectives on Lincoln and the effects of Florida's
delayed implementation of desegregation have been recorded in
the past four decades. Former faculty and students alike consistently intimate that the delayed implementation of school desegregation illuminated white resistance to an inclusive public school
system. During segregation, black teachers related to their black
students through a common experience of racial oppression. As
southern schools not unlike those in Alachua County experienced
an increase in the number of white teachers and a decrease in the
number of black teachers, integration strategies compromised the
familial relationships that once existed between black teachers and
black students, contributing to the increasing isolation of black students integrating into "white" schools.
In Gainesville, the history of LHS remains central to the memory of a segregated city. Pioneering Gainesville Sun reporter Nat
Tillman broke new ground in the 1970s when he became a clear
public voice for preserving LHS's legacy. In the twenty-first century, local African Americans continue to publicize their reverence
for the black educators who taught during segregation. They also
use the newspaper as a platform to advocate for change in modern education, and the lack of black educators after integration
remains of principle concern. "In Alachua County public schools,
eleven percent of the teachers are black, while one third of the
students are black," reported a January 2012 article printed in the
Gainesville Sun. It continued to cite the Florida State Legislature's
approval of major budget cuts to scholarship funds for aspiring
minority teachers. "The entire state is struggling with recruiting
minority teachers," said the Assistant Superintendent of Human
Resources for Alachua County Public Schools. 71 Countless histories of school desegregation recognize the failure of Brown v. Board
to successfully implement equal education, and LHS illustrates
that point through the loss of black educators' agency in the "integrated" classroom.
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Former LHS student Albert White also affirmed the need for
more minority teachers in Gainesville. "The findings in the article
suggest that black students perform better when taught by black
teachers. [At Lincoln] We had teachers who cared about us and
how well we performed, and certainly they could relate to us being
of the same culture and ethnic group," Though recalled. In 2014,
another voice of Gainesville's black community highlighted the
need for black history to "focus on the future." "Black people in
this community live in our 'blackness' everyday. No one turns us
black for the month of February. Our business in Gainesville and
in society should be about the teaching of the future for blacks in
America." A lack of racial inclusiveness in curriculum continues to
weigh on the checkered legacy of school desegregation and perhaps this issue deserves further in-depth historical study.
Although the black community lost an anchor in Lincoln's
educators, African-American students could theoretically access
the same academic resources as whites. Though the secondary
school ranked as one of the best black schools in Florida, the
white-controlled county school board made certain to keep it well
below the standards of white schools. By keeping black educators
down during legalized segregation, pervasive white supremacy saw
to their demise during integration. Brown's decentralized strategy
for implementing integration proved largely ineffective for advancing educational equality at Lincoln, instead allowing the freedom
of choice plan to destroy the plant from within. Ultimately, the
dynamic efforts of black educators like A. Quinn Jones, could not
maintain agency as whites systematically integrated blacks "out of
power." While the Alachua County Board of Public Instruction
attempted to erase the memory of LHS and its significance as a
piece of Florida history, Gainesville's African-American community
took final control of their cultural identity upon initiating longterm efforts to preserve Lincoln's history from the "bottom up."
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The Gulf Coast Fish Cheer: Radicalism and the
Underground Press in Pensacola, Florida,
1970-1971
by Christopher Satterwhite
y the end of the 1960s the underground press in the United
States had grown exponentially from five publications in
1965 to hundreds by the end of the decade with a "combined
readership that stretched into the millions." 1 As the underground
press movement flourished throughout the counterculture, this
new radical media spread from college campuses to military towns
across the country. By 1971, Pensacola, Florida, had joined a growing number of American cities with an underground newspaper.
That paper was the Gulf Coast Fish Cheer.
Pensacola's distinctive history as a cosmopolitan military town,
coupled with a southern student activist community coming of
age during the Civil Rights Movement, set the stage for the lateSixties underground press to take root in the city.2 Furthermore,

B

Christopher Satterwhite teaches English at the University of West Florida.
1
In this essay, the "underground press" is defined as independently published
radical newspapers which circulated throughout youth movements beginning
in the 1960s. The underground press served as an alternative to the mainstream press, promoting radical leftist politics and counterculture art, and
often allowed marginalized communities an elevated voice within a politicized
readership; John McMillian, Smoking Typewriters: The Sixies Underground Press and
the Rise of Alternative M edia in America (New York, NY: Oxford University Press,
2011), 4.
2
"History." Naval Air Station Pensacola. Accessed July 26, 2015. http:/ / www.cnic.
navy.mil/ regions / cnrse / ins tall a tions / nas_pensacola/ about/ history.html.
The military history of Pensacola dates back to its initial European colonization
in 1559, with a continuous presence of various armed forces (Spanish, French,
British, and eventually American) since the late-seventeenth century, with the
history of Pensacola's naval installations beginning with the construction of
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Pensacola's proximity to two major southern c1t1es, New Orleans
and Atlanta, with established underground papers immensely
aided Pensacola activists as they honed their journalistic skills .3
Pensacola's Gulf Coast Fish Cheer, alternately known as Fish Cheer,
soon acquired an active readership comprised of students, activeduty service members, veterans, and the larger public. These readers entered the contentious public discourse over Vietnam, race
relations, youth culture, and civil liberties, to name but a few areas
of coverage, in a conservative part of Florida whose voters selected
right-wing segregationist George Wallace over Republican candidate Richard Nixon in the 1968 presidential elections. 4 Meanwhile as young Pensacolans turned from the older and much more
conservative political establishment and took notice of the radical
Fish Cheer, the federal government's hyperactive intelligence community did as well. Through a close examination of Pensacola's

3

4

the Pensacola Navy Yard in 1826. Later re-designated as Naval Air Station Pensacola (NASP) shortly after the first flights by Naval Aviators in 1911, NASP
is the oldest aeronautical naval station in the United States. While the city
of Pensacola is relatively small, Escambia County is geographically large and
hosts both NASP and the University of West Florida's main campus. According to the U .S. Census Bureau, the 1970 population of Escambia County was
206,486. Of that population, the number of high school to standard military
age (15-24 years of age) residents was 44,476, equaling over 20 percent of the
population . Exact numbers for the area's military population are difficult to
determine, due in part to the transitory nature of the armed forces; nonetheless, NASP trained 2,552 aviators alone in 1968. This number does not include
the sailors stationed aboard the USS Lexington, a training aircraft carrier then
stationed at NASP, as well as the numerous instructors, air crew, hospital staff,
and various support personnel and commands. Whereas other cities in Florida
hosted large military bases during the Vietnam War- namely Tampa, Jacksonville, and Orlando-none have as long and continuous military history as
Pensacola. Furthermore, all of these cities are known for many other aspects
besides the armed forces. The closest comparisons are the two U.S. Air Force
Bases in neighboring Santa Rosa County, Eglin and Hurlburt-often viewed as
part of the same geographic region for its proximity and commuter communities, such as Gulf Breeze, Milton, and Pace.
Atlanta's Great Speck/,ed Bird assisted the bourgeoning Pensacola underground
press with pseudo-internships as the editorial collective learned the process of
newspaper creation from fellow radicals. New Orleans's most notable underground paper was the NOLA Express, a paper which often featured the early
writings of Charles Bukowski, also served as an inspiration to the Pensacola
radical community. Both Atlanta and New Orleans had longstanding and well
established countercultures, critical for the growth of an underground paper
and inspirational for fellow southern radicals looking to emulate what their
larger sister publications created with readership and credibility concerning
local and national audiences.
In the 1968 U.S. presidential elections, Escambia County, like most of North
Florida, voted for George Wallace over Republican Richard Nixon and Democrat Hubert Humphrey.
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underground press, as well as federal surveillance records of the
Fish Cheers editorial collective, a history emerges which paints Pensacola not simply as a conservative southern military town, but as
a city erupting with New Left activism during a period of unparalleled change. In a moment often seen as a declension of the radical
1960s movements, Pensacola's New Left entered the conversation
and found its voice.

The Birth of the Fish Cheer
As the 1960s ended, the revolutionary impulse that rocked
the era did not dissipate in Pensacola, but exploded. Among the
first to hear the sounds of this explosion were the young, especially the student bodies of the area's two institutes of higher learning-Pensacola Junior College (PJC) and the University of West
Florida (UWF). When UWF opened in 1967, racially integrated
classes were common and its first graduating class included black
and white graduates. 5 Incredible changes were afoot, yet some
within the student body wanted more and pushed the local higher
education establishment to make the college more accepting of
the youth culture's vision for their generation. Though resistance
soon came from the college and authorities, the summer and fall
of 1970 were empowering seasons for the Pensacola New Left.
During the summer of 1970, a small coffeehouse named the
Fied Urch opened and gave the counterculture, or "freak" 6 community, one of its first places to freely congregate and organize.
Coffeehouses, seen by some as subversive locations and others
5
6

Lucius and Linda Ellsworth, Pensacola: The Deep Water City (Tulsa, OK: Continental Heritage Press, 1982), 38.
Conni Ramey, interview with author, December 7, 2008; Patricia Bint, March
4, 2012;Jerry Jackson, interview with author, March 31, 2010. A note on terminology: Throughout this article, I use the terms "freak" and "counterculture" to describe the people and culture, respectively and in their own words.
Although the term "hippie" is often used today when discussing the young
generation rebelling against the 1950s norm, the term "Freak" was used more
commonly to self-identify-in particular within the pages of Fish Cheer, therefore, I use their term throughout this article. The typical person within the
Pensacola freak community would most likely be college-aged and connected
with the generational opposition, otherwise known as the "counterculture,"
which often opposed conservative American culture. According to interviews
with activists working with Fish Cheer, many of these people in Pensacola were
children of veterans or military dependents. Others were themselves veterans, radicalized through exposure to organizations such as Vietnam Veterans
Against the War or the Black Panther Party, for example. Yet others were locals
from Pensacola's surfer community, as well as hitchhikers, black radicals and
feminists.
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as autonomous zones, were critical to the growth of the larger
movement as they gave space for youth to meet socially and often
organize. Aubrey Hornsby, a student at Vanderbilt University and
former Pensacola resident, started Fied Urch with the help of his
father and opened it up to the freak community. 7
The Pensacola News Journal reported that the proprietors of the
Fied Urch wanted to open this coffee house because "[a] nyone
growing up in Pensacola knows there's nothing for young people
to do here." 8 The Fied Urch offered free popcorn, lemonade, tea,
coffee and music in a drug and alcohol free environment. The
Fied Urch also offered a central location where people in touch
with the radical movements could meet and talk in late night "rap
sessions" that lasted until the early hours of the morning. Within
the two-month lifespan of the Fied Urch, a new cohesion developed within the community that frequented the coffeehouse. Most
of the clientele were young students enrolled for the fall semester
at PJC. The Fied Urch closed when Hornsby left for Vanderbilt,
but those involved with the coffee house continued their relationships after the closing and took their summer activities into the
fall semester. Through the late night Fied Urch rap sessions, one
discussion that continued after the coffeehouse closed centered on
the possibility of launching a Pensacola chapter of Students for a
Democratic Society (SDS) .9
Formed in the early 1960s as a student organization focused
on civil rights, by mid-decade the SDS rapidly evolved into one of
the most radical organizations of the decade. One of the SDS's
most famous actions was the 1968 student-led strike at Columbia
University which led to the student seizure of Columbia's "Hamilton Hall, and with it, Dean Henry Coleman, who was inside his
office." 1° Columbia's student strike embarrassed that administration and put other campuses on guard for similar actions. An organization that initially symbolized youthful hope during the liberal
Kennedy years, the SDS embodied student idealism and radicalism
with the latter sparking fears of another strike by student activists.
7

8
9
10

Alva Butler, "Out-of-Reach Idea Finally Becomes Reality," Pensacola Journal,
August 10, 1970. In the article, Aubrey Hornsby explained the name of the
coffee house: "The building we are using used to be called the Sanctified
Church, so we removed a few of the beginning letters and called the coffee
house the Fied Urch ."
Ibid.
Patricia Bint, interview by author, Pensacola, FL, February 20, 2013 .
Dan Berger, Outlaws of America: The Weather Underground and the Politics of Solidarity (Oakland, CA: AK Press, 2006), 48.
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Concerning the mainstream media's perception of the SDS, historian Terry Anderson wrote:
Eager for a story, the establishment press rushed to the
scene and reported that now the entire [SDS] movement
was being led by anarchists and radicals in organizations
such as Progressive Labor, Sparticists, Trotskyites, and
eventually the Weatherman. 11
Certainly, the administration at PJ C was well aware of these developments within the student movements. Realistically, however, forming an SDS chapter in 1970 would be close to impossible as the SDS
"only existed in two bizarre distortions,'' according to Kirkpatrick
Sale. The SDS proclaimed one faction, the Progressive Labor Party,
"counterrevolutionary" and expelled those members from the
organization. The other faction was the infamous Weather Underground, who were mostly a "symbolic force on the left" carrying
out a long string of bombings through United States. 12 Symbolic or
not, the threat to many appeared to be existential.
To the ·PJC administration, an SDS chapter forming at the very
moment remnants of this once-highly influential student organization were carrying out a clandestine bombing campaign was
simply intolerable. 13 The perception of long-haired radicals organizing stoked fears of a Columbia University-style student takeover
at both PJC and UWF. The PJC administration was determined to
keep another Columbia from happening on its campus, as well as
in Pensacola. To prevent faculty assistance, the President of the
community college forbade any of his faculty from sponsoring a
Pensacola chapter of SDS. Any faculty member who agreed to act
as an SDS sponsor would be terminated immediately. 14
As the potential for an SDS chapter faded, PJC students found
a simple way to circumvent the immediate problem of faculty sponsorship. Three days after the closing of the Fied Urch, the same
11
12
13

14

Terry H. Anderson, The Movement and the Sixties (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1996), 202.
Kirkpatrick Sale, SDS (New York, NY: Random Hquse, 1973), 651.
Berger, Outlaws of America, 116. According to Berger's work on the Weather
Underground, "In the 1969-1970 school year, extremely conservative estimates
say that there were at least 174-and as many as 5,000- bombings and attempted bombings on campuses nationwide and at least seventy off-campus." While
former SDS members carried out only a fraction of these attacks, the rise of
such radicalism understandably gave pause to the PJC administration when it
heard of an SDS chapter forming on its campus.
Patricia Bint, interview by author, Pensacola, FL, February 20, 2013.
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people who wanted to form the SDS chapter essentially started the
same organization but chose a different name. On August 27, 1970,
Students for Civil Liberties (SCL) held its first organizational meeting and within a month planned to take over student government,
not by strike but by ballot. 15 As one of its first acts, SCL quickly
organized its own political party called the NOW Party. 16 During
the first weeks of classes, the NOW Party held a political rally and
debate to announce its platform. When PJC held its fall 1970 election, NOW Party candidates won nearly every available position.17
Euphoric over the fall 1970 PJC political victories and the subsequent organizing within the local freak community, the group
continued pressing boundaries. Members travelled to Tampa for a
major anti-war protest where they discussed how to continue their
work. Upon their return, the group organized a local organization
to support imprisoned African American communist and University of California professor Angela Davis.
Federal agents arrested Davis on October 13, 1970 for her suspected role in the murder of Judge Harold Holey, shot to death
in Marin County, California, during a court-room rescue attempt
of Black Panther George Jackson. Many saw Davis as a political
prisoner and her case garnered international attention. The Committees to Free Angela organized nationally, including Pensacola's
chapter which held a rally on the campus of PJC with the local New
Left prominent for the community to see. 18 While holding a rally
defending a black female communist charged with the murder
of a sitting judge certainly raised eyebrows in the city, the young
radicals' actions reflected a new racial, feminist, and political consciousness gripping America's youth movement-even in conservative Pensacola. Acting in concert with a national movement of over
200 committees to support Davis, the Pensacola rally expressed
what author James Baldwin described as a "new consciousness" taking hold in the post-segregation South. 19 Likewise, this alignment
15
16
17

18
19

Patricia Bint, "Fish Cheer Timeline," given to author during interview, 2013.
The NOW Party was an independent progressive left party that PJC students
used to run for positions in the Student Government Association. NOW was
not an acronym nor associated with the National Organization for Women.
PensacolaJunior College, "S.G.A.," in Tide 1971, ed. Wanda Forehand (Pensacola, FL: Pensacolajunior College, 1972), 114-115; NOW Party, ''Vote NP,"
political leaflet, PensacolaJunior College, Pensacola, FL, September 10, 1970.
Sol Stern, "The Campaign to Free Angela Davis and Ruchell Magee," The New
York Times,June 27, 1971; PensacolaJunior College, "S.G.A. ," 115.
James Baldwin, "An Open Letter to My sister, Angela Davis," in If They Come in
the Morning, ed. Bettina Aptheker and Angela Y Davis (New York, NY: Signet,
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with the broader radical movements throughout the United States
illustrated the desire of these Pensacola youth to connect with the
outside world while creating a distinct freak community at home.
Maintaining these connections-on and off Pensacola's various
campuses-proved the freak community's greatest organizational
hurdle since the closing of their one coffeehouse.
Once the Fied Urch closed, the freak community needed a
new space to come together and gravitated to another establishment-appropriately named The Establishment. The Establishment was a new coffeehouse owned by a local Methodist Church
and located near the UWF campus. Despite having a gathering
spot, the activist youth worried about dissipating momentum and
wanted to keep their community united. As the radical community
coalesced, it wanted a voice that spoke for them in a way the conservative Pensacola daily newspaper did not. During a late-night
discussion, one of the members of this loose-knit group broached
the feasibility of starting their own underground newspaper. The
idea soon took hold. 20
On December 8, 1970, Patricia Bint wrote in her diary that the
first official "Freek [sic] Newspaper Meeting" took place. 21 This
meeting became the first of several meetings which ultimately
led to the creation of the Fish Cheer. UWF student Conni Ramey
described the series of meetings that led to the Pensacola freak
community's entrance into the underground publishing world: "I
know we talked for. .. several months [to determine] what we wanted to do. We had input from people who wanted to do the politics, and we had input from the people that wanted just an artistic
freedom. "22
While the group possessed a strong desire to gain access to
media and make their voices heard throughout the community,
their first and most basic problem centered on the need for a
printer. No printers in Pensacola wanted their businesses associated with the New Left, so the collective looked elsewhere. Nearly
200 miles away, the newspaper found its printer, oddly enough,
when a retired U.S. Navy captain agreed to print the radical underground material. Although the editors had to travel for hours to

20
21
22

1971), 23; Patricia Bint, e-mail message to author, August 15, 2011; Bettina
Aptheker, The Morning Breaks: The Trial of Angela Davis (Ithaca, NY: Cornell
University Press, 1997), 29.
Bint, e-mail, August 15, 2011.
Ibid., "Fish Cheer Timeline."
Conni Ramey, interview with author, September 22, 2001.
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obtain this service, the young leftists took special pleasure in the
name of the small Florida town where the paper was printed. Early
issues proudly stated that the underground paper was "Printed in
Havana." 23 It would be up to the public, and later the FBI, to find
out which Havana-Cuba or Florida-was bold enough to publish
this newspaper.
Printer located, meetings adjourned, and articles written, all
the paper needed now was a name. Inspired by the opening lines
of a popular anti-war song by Country Joe and the Fish, "Feel-LikeI'm Fixin-to-Die Rag," the Pensacola radicals changed a topical
obscenity associated with the song and took this as the paper's
name . In February 1971, the freak community of Pensacola had its
own newspaper with a name that the young people understood but
which puzzled authorities- Fish Cheer. 24
''We're All We've Got": Fish Cheer And The Freak Colllillunity
In the 1971 edition of the PJC yearbook, a photo of a young
mother at a political rally stands out. In the picture, the woman is
holding her baby in one hand and a copy of issue one of Fish Cheer
23

24

Fish Cheer, issue one, 8. Note on the Fish Cheer source . A common complaint
about writing and researching the underground press is that the original writers were rarely writing with future academic researchers in mind. In other
words, like many other publications in the underground press, the Fish Cheer
collective was somewhat sloppy concerning dates, page numbers, and proper
attribution of the writing and graphics which appeared within its pages. The
editorial collective published most articles anonymously or collectively, so in
most instances the actual author is unknown. The editorial collective often
used pseudonyms, for both security reasons and simply to have fun with the
publication, which makes article attribution difficult, with many articles not
having titles. Furthermore, the publication itself changed names from Fish
Cheer, to Gulf Coast Fish Cheer, back to Fish Cheer throughout the publication,
and sometimes referred to themselves in different ways, such as "Fish Cheer"
and "FISHCHEER." To avoid confusion, I standardized citations as listed
above, without specific authors and article titles. The dates for publication of
the paper began with issue one in February of 1971 and ended in the final
issue in November of 1971.
In the Gulf Coast Fish Cheer collective's FBI file, an anonymous agent quoted
an anonymous source: "He [unnamed source] heard the name of the paper
originated from an obscene cheer lead by a young man named Fish at the
Woodstock Musical Festival. This cheer consisted of a four letter word which
the crowd kept repeating under the direction of Fish ." When Country Joe and
the Fish opened their set at Woodstock, before singing the song "Feel-Like-I'm
Fixin' -Die-Rag," the singer led what became known as the "Fish Cheer." From
the stage, Country Joe yells to the crowd, "Give me an 'F.' Give me a 'U.' Give
me a 'C.' Give me a 'K.' What does that spell?" West Florida Collection, Item
WF 812, University Archives of West Florida History Center (hereafter cited as
West Florida Collection) .
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in the other. Beside the masthead of the paper, the main graphic
on the cover was simple-a giant "15" marking the cover price,
and the phrase "A Long Time Coming!" directly above the price. 25
Although the first issue is short, merely eight pages in length, the
content revealed a radical youth counterculture somewhat hidden
below the gaze of the dominant conservative culture of Pensacola. Within this issue, articles written by 1960s icon Abbie Hoffman stand beside an article attributed to the Black Panthers. One
article on the back urges readers to join the venceremos Brigades in
Cuba while another article offered detailed advice for radicals living in communal home environments entitled "How to Survive." 26
The article included discussions on weapons, drugs, neighborhood
relations, and the quintessential advice of many radical communities: "Don't Talk," "Never Confess," and "Don't Talk to the FBI or
Other Inspectors. "27
While the collective took much of the content for the newspaper from the Liberation News Service (LNS), a subscription-based
underground alternative to the Associated Press, approximately
half the content was written by the Fish Cheer staff. One article in
particular, arguing against a Pensacola News Journal article about the
dangers of LSD, sums up the antagonistic approach of the underground in the opening sentence: "The public news media, devoted
to 'informing the public' is full of filtered shit." 28
Besides its choice of language, the Fish Cheer stood in contrast
to the establishment paper for many other reasons and articulated
its vision as nothing short of radical compared to the Pensacola News
Journal. During the 1961 Pensacola Lunch Counter Sit-Ins, the Pensacola News Journal supported the segregationist white community
in its opposition to desegregation. 29 A year before the Fish Cheers
first issue, the editorial board of the Pensacola News journal stood
25

26

27
28

29

Pensacolajunior College, Tide '71 (Pensacola, FL: PensacolaJunior College,
1971) , 67.
The Venceremos Brigades were mostly young U.S. citizens who stood in solidarity
with the Cuban Revolution by travelling to Cuba, without permission by the
U.S. government, to help agricultural workers in the fields. The first Venceremos
Brigades organized in 1970. Venceremos means "We shall overcome" in Spanish,
an obvious reference to the U .S.
Civil Rights Movement. The stated purpose of
the Venceremos Brigades was to push the U.S. government to end the economic
blockade of Cuba. Throughout the first editions of the paper, there are several
reports from one Pensacola man who travelled to Cuba to join the Venceremos
Brigades.
Fish Cheer, issue one, 1-8.
Ibid., 4.
"Maintaining Order," The Pensacola News journal, June 21, 1961.

Published by STARS, 2016

83

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 95 [2016], No. 1, Art. 1

80

FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

with the soldiers who shot and killed four students at Kent State
and laid the blame for the killings squarely on the students themselves.30 The Fish Cheer collective saw themselves as very different
for these and a number of other reasons. They grew up during the
Civil Rights Movement, attended the first desegregated schools,
and stood with minorities despite threats of racial violence, actions
which gave them experiences most of their northern counterparts
could not easily comprehend. Like many in their generation, they
saw the events of 1968, including Martin Luther King Jr. 's assassination, and the Kent State incident as turning points in their world
view. As students and young people living in a military town, they
aligned with the student uprisings taking place across the country
and opposed the Vietnam War while simultaneously recognizing
service personnel as an oppressed class. Moreover, with a majority of its staff comprised of women, they saw the rise of the feminist movement as inspiring. These differences, along with a heavy
emphasis on radical interpretations of local stories in the early
issues, helped the Fish Cheer articulate its radical vision as uncompromisingly pro-feminist, anti-racist, anti-war and clearly on the
side of the oppressed, with an accent on community journalism
appealing to the freak community.
The Fish Cheer's bold attitude with provocative writing further
delineated the divide between the establishment and the underground press. Each Fish Cheer article offered a clear alternative, in
both style and content. For instance, one piece described a firsthand account of a person's forced stay in the Florida State Hospital
for the Insane. Another article, authored by the Concerned Officers Movement (COM) entitled "Military: A Crock of Shit," stated
the opinions of some U.S. military officers stationed in Pensacola
about their service and the war in Vietnam. The page following the
article featured a photo of several female South Vietnamese communist guerillas charging forward, carrying assault weapons with
the headline reading "Vietcong Women Carry Guns." Below this
image, the editors positioned an article titled "Women's Liberation" which ended with a common sentiment expressed throughout Fish Cheer. "This issue is to show you that you are not alone." 31
Echoing that statement, a handwritten note on the back page
stated, "If you're Navy, Black, a Freak, a High School Student, an
30
31

"Campus Tragedy Laid to Revolutionaries," The Pensacola News journal, May 6,
1970.
Fish Cheer, issue one, 7.
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unliberated woman, or in any other way oppressed, write. We love
you. We are all we've got." 32 .
As the second issue hit the streets, the Fish Cheerfound its readership growing. 33 Published later that same month, issue number
two contained several articles of national and local relevance. An
important aspect of the editorial collective's development was the
participatory nature of the publication. The Fish Cheer existed to
bring together Pensacola's counterculture and connect local activists to the broader radical movements in the United States, such
as the Black Power, Feminist, and Peace Movements. The initial
publication gave its editors a means to communicate through their
writing and through direct contact with much of its readership.
Through the selling of papers at events, the Fish Cheer served as
a means to begin direct conversations on a local level about the
war in Vietnam, political prisoners held in U.S. prisons, the ongoing struggle for racial and gender equality, and youth culture in
Pensacola. The Fish Cheer collective utilized an organizational structure popularized by the New Left which encouraged participatory
democracy within the collective space. As historian John McMillian
wrote, "This was no small thing." 34 Through this culture of participatory democracy, the underground press flourished and stood
in direct contrast to the dominant commercial print, radio, and
television media.
The symbolic differences between the two world views
appeared on the cover of the paper's second publication. Issue two
featured a cover with an enigmatic drawing of a man's face, halfhippie/half-cop, with the word "vice-versa" written below. 35 The
staff offered no explanation for the artistic cover, but their first
published letter suggests a conflicted view of the counterculture
and authority figures. The letter stated, "I was compelled to write
this short piece of trivia because of an irritating feeling inside. In
32
33

34
35

Ibid., 8.
Patricia Bint, March 4, 2012. As with any print publication, actual readership is
admittedly difficult to ascertain with any degree of certainty. With the underground press and specifically the Fish Cheer, few if any internal records survive
concerning distribution or sales; however, the editors determined as much by
subscriptions, increased distribution sites listed in the paper, and the number of printed letters written to the publication. Much of the data concerning
growth of the publication comes from descriptions within the paper and close
readings of the various editorial writings at the time of publication, as well as
my interviews with the main editor.
McMillian, Smoking Typewriters, 15.
Fish Cheer, issue two, 1.
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newspapers of this kind there appears to be an overuse of the term
cop, pig, etc." The anonymous letter goes on to remind the staff
and readers that there are "good policemen and bad policemen, as
well as 'pigs.' There are good freaks and bad freaks as well as freaky
narcs." The writer closes by urging the reader to avoid stereotypes,
even of police. 36 This explanation of the cover suggests evidence
of the democratic process within the Fish Cheer editorial collective:
first in its publication, and second in its response to the critique
through the creation of a more nuanced image of the police in
issue two. Another possible explanation is an increased awareness
that their small newspaper might be under surveillance. While the
split image of a stereotypical hippie and menacing police officer
in riot gear demonstrates the collective's willingness to examine its
own rhetoric, another explanation suggests an acknowledgement
of the law enforcement tactic of using agent provocateurs to infiltrate the movement. The Fish Cheer FBI file proved their suspicion
of spies within their ranks to be not so farfetched.
A year before the Fish Cheerpublished its first issue, former U.S.
Army intelligence officer Christopher Pyle disclosed that the military actively spied on American citizens. In an article entitled "Surveillance as Censorship," Aryeh Neier wrote: "It was a revelation in
January, 1970, that the United States Army was compiling dossiers
of the political beliefs and associations of Americans that finally
made political surveillance a matter of great public controversy." 37
Pyle's original revelation led to more than one hundred former
military intelligence officers "revealing publicly that they had spied
on the peaceful activities of their fellow Americans." 38 This admission eventually led to congressional hearings and a lawsuit, with
Pyle testifying for the American Civil Liberties Union against the
U.S. Army. While the lawsuit was eventually concluded with a U.S.
Supreme Court decision declaring that political surveillance did
not violate the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, the revelations demonstrated to the public that the most paranoid activists
in the movement were justified in their paranoia. 39 Nonetheless,
36
37

38
39

Ibid., 2.
Aryeh Neier, "Surveillance as Censorship," in Unamerican Activities: The Campaign Against the Underground Press, ed. Geoffrey Rips (San Francisco, CA: City
Lights Books. 1981), 15.
Ibid., 15.
Ibid., 16. The 1972 decision in the U.S. Supreme Court concluded in a 5-4 vote
in favor of the U.S. Army. While the ACLU lost this lawsuit, it was successful in
raising public awareness of the surveillance tactics of the federal government,
eventually revealing]. Edgar Hoover's Counter Intelligence Program (known
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there is no known documentation of federal surveillance of the Fish
Cheer until April of 1971 when their FBI dossier was first opened.
While the Fish Cheer raised numerous eyebrows, the staff continued unabated. In response to news of an Escambia High School
student's suspension over selling copies of the newspaper, the Fish
Cheer published a "High School Bill of Rights" that demanded students "have the full freedom of political activity in the high school. "40
In response to the ongoing efforts to defend Angela Davis, the Fish
Cheer published an article on forty black soldiers celebrating Martin Luther Kingjr.'s birthday by "marching on the US Army headquarters near Saigon ... chanting 'Free Angela Davis. "' 41 Whereas
the editorial collective drew these articles from their LNS packets,
connecting their work with that of the larger New Left movement,
the young writer-activists chose the articles to print, thereby setting
the direction for the paper. Further, the collective usually chose
articles with local relevance and began to write about the activities
taking place within their own community-the activities the editors
learned of as well as actions in which they participated.
Active participation in the news was a hallmark of the underground press. The Fish Cheer collective, similar to the larger underground press, knew that it was in the midst of a revolutionary era
and confident of their centrality in this ongoing revolution. In an
article entitled "FISH CHEER History," the editors define themselves within the context of this moment in history and state their
reason for being:
The FISH CHEER is brought to you by a group of concerned young Arnerikans, Students, military, ex-military,
ex-students, and freaks. We first met in December of 1970
to discuss the probability of creating a new media in Northwest Florida. At that time everyone agreed that an underground paper with both local and national information
was a good way to serve the Pensacola area. To be uncensored was our goal since Pensacola already had a censored
journal. .. Now some of you have said that we should
never have put out . . . such an unorganized effort. I say
to you that organization is important to the point where it

40
41

as COINTELPRO). The fact that the FBI created a dossier on the Fish Cheer is
proof that the collective's internal paranoia concerning agent provocateurs
was not groundless.
Fish Cheer, issue two, 12.
Ibid., 4.
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threatens the survival of the effort. Many of our traditional
institutions have organized to the point where they are no
longer serving the interests of all the people. These organizations are so concerned with policy, guidelines, rules, and
approval that the well being of the majority or a significant
minority are overlooked.
Many of us have been asked what the purpose or philosophy of the FISH CHEER is. We must answer by saying that
whatever is just [emphasis added] is our goal, philosophy,
and purpose. 42

By stating their "goal, philosophy, and purpose" as "whatever is
just," the Fish Cheer set a wide range of possibilities for growth. This
philosophy speaks to the desire of the New Left to do no less than
create a new world. On the last page of the second issue of the Fish
Cheer, a want-ad asks for "a world where my child can live." In an
era of political assassinations, ongoing wars, government surveillance, civil liberty attacks, racial inequities, and gender discrimination, the mission and philosophy of the Fish Cheer is understandably
enticing. Nonetheless, the term 'just" was never quite defined and
open to interpretation. An analysis of their philosophy would have
to take into account the evolution of the paper from, in their own
words, "an unorganized effort."
Whereas the focus of the first issues are heavily localized,
though somewhat scattered, from their mid-point in the summer of 1971 to the end, as the editors increasingly relied on LNS
articles for content, the Fish Cheers radical vision aligned with that
of the national New Left. The New Left stood in contrast to the
traditional Left in that the younger generation was less interested
in political parties, not tied closely to organized labor, and paid
less attention to the Soviet Union. Seth Rosenfeld described the
New Left as "a brash, independent reform movement that broke
not only with conservatives but with liberals. The unifying theme
was that, contrary to the Norman Rockwell images of Am.erica that
graced the covers of The Saturday Evening Post, things were terribly
wrong and young people could change them. "43 The goals of the
New Left were broad, but largely summarized as ending the war
in Southeast Asia, fighting sexism and racism, supporting minority
42
43

Ibid., 2.
Seth Rosenfeld, Subversives: The FBI's War on Student Radicals, and Reagan '.s Rise
to Power (New York, NY: Picador, 2012), 263.
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empowerment movements, and demanding reproductive rights
for women. The Fish Cheer collective easily adopted these goals,
localized the perspectives, and used these foundational objectives
to answer the critic's question of their purpose. To the collective,
the Fish Cheer answer is simple and unequivocal: "Whatever is just"
was the purpose of the Fish Cheer.
"Yes, The FISH CHEER is a Conspiracy": Fish Cheer and the Feds
In the second issue of the Fish Cheer, editors reprinted a poem
by Allen Ginsberg from his seminal poetic manifesto Howl a small
book which helped launch a movement far past its original Beat
Generation readers. Ginsberg's inspiration surpassed his original
audience, from his association with Sixties pop icons to his active
presence in the Peace Movement. Ginsberg described the 1960s
youth movement and the underground press movement in nearly
religious terms: "There was an international breakthru [sic] of cultural insight in the ~60s that amounted to a World Revelation." 44
The U.S. intelligence apparatus felt less love for the underground
press and, in the words of poet Edward Sanders, "chomped its
tweedy fangs into the movement ... scheming to stomp the undergrounds to death." 45 Nowhere was the "scheming" described by
Sanders more intensely chronicled, or more clearly illustrated,
than in file cabinets ofJ. Edgar Hoover's Federal Bureau oflnvestigation (FBI), which eventually opened its investigation on the Fish
Cheer.
Historians of the underground press and the FBl's counterintelligence program, known by the acronym COINTELPRO, owe
Allen Ginsberg a great debt. Through his own style of literary journalism, which he called investigative poetics, Ginsberg perfo.rmed
much of the early detective work on federal plans to disrupt the
underground press. Ginsberg equated the intrusive actions of federal agents-whether into the personal lives of citizens or into the
New Left and the underground press-to a national psychosis.
Ginsberg wrote:
This tipping of the national mind balance occurred just
at the time U.S. police networks were teletyping out their
44
45

Allen Ginsberg, "Smoking Typewriters," in Unamerican Activities,, 35.
Edward Sanders, America, A History in Verse: Volume 3 1962-1970 (Boston, MA:
Black Sparrow Books, 2004), 207. These are lines from the 1967 section of
Sanders's ambitious poetic project to record the history of the twentieth century in a five volume epic poem.
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August 5, 1968 grand master plan for counterintelligence
to disrupt the New Left Coalition and press opposed to an
undeclared war ... Then America had its nervous breakdown, the l 970s. 46
The "nervous breakdown" Ginsberg referenced was likely the
national strains over the socio-political direction of the United
States. The war in Vietnam led directly to a massive protest movement unparalleled in U.S. history and indirectly to numerous other
social movements.47 Some in civil society and government felt the
changes demanded by the various causes held the possibility of a
radically new course for American society. One of the staunchest
defenders of the conservative vision for America, the complete
opposite of Ginsberg's "World Revelation," was the man who led
the FBI since its founding and through the publication span of the
Fish Cheer.
In November 1968, on the very day voters elected Richard M.
Nixon to the presidency, FBI Director Hoover sent a memorandum
instructing FBI offices around the nation to conduct a "detailed
survey concerning New Left-type publications being printed
and circulated in your territory on a regular basis." Additionally,
Hoover asked for information on the papers' publishers, advertisers, subscribers, writers, editors, and any possible connections to
foreign entities. 48 Hoover's November memo followed two previous memos that laid the foundation for COINTELPRO's attack on
the underground press.

46

47

48

Ginsberg, "Smoking Typewriters," 34. Ginsberg does not state the significance
of August 5, 1968. A possibility is that he confused August 5, 1968, with a July
5, 1968, memorandum in which the FBI created a 12-point program to disrupt
the New Left. Another possibility is a November 5, 1968 memorandum targeting the underground press specifically. Yet another possibility is that Ginsberg,
a prolific collector of government documents related to federal attacks against
civil liberties, referred to a completely different memorandum and neglected
to state its specific significance, or simply that the famed poet of the Beat Generation used poetic license to describe a dense anti-New Left environment
within the national intelligence apparatus.
Specifically, I am referencing women's, gay, black, Latino, and Native American
movements. If one thinks of these movements as trees, the branches include
elderly rights, disabled rights, transgender rights, migrant-worker rights, along
with the anti-nuke and organic food movements, to name just a few.
FBI Memorandum, J. Edgar Hoover to all FBI offices, November 5, 1968,
quoted in Rodger Streitmatter, Voices of Revolution, (New York, NY: Columbia
University Press, 2001), 215; Geoffrey Rips, UnamericanActivities: The Campaign
Against the Underground Press (San Francisco, CA: City Light Books, 1981) 60.
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In a memo dated May 9, 1968, a high ranking intelligence officer named Charles Brennan ~ote to the head of FBI intelligence
operations, William Sullivan: "Our nation is undergoing an era of
disruption and violence caused by various individuals generally connected with the New Left. .. [The New Left advocates] revolution in
America and calls for the defeat of the United States." 49 Therefore,
Brennan felt it crucial for the Bureau's COINTELPRO to "expose,
disrupt, and otherwise neutralize the New Left." 50 A second memo,
dated July 5, 1968, this time sent from Hoover himself, suggested COINTELPRO expand its mission to include "actions against
the New Left," now with a specific emphasis on the underground
press. 51 Hoover's memos, especially the detailed memorandum of
November 5, indicated that he assumed the young politicized journalists in the underground press represented a significant threat to
national security. In a report for the PEN American Center on the
federal attacks on the underground press, Geoffrey Rips described
the repressive political environment in which most of the underground press, including Fish Cheer, existed:
When young people were politicized, when writers and
intellectuals came out against the war, and when alternative journalism began to have political clout, intelligence
agencies responded with a comprehensive program to put
the lid on free expression. This meant surveillance, illegal covert action, intimidation, and harassment at federal,
state, and local levels.52
By 1971, most involved with the New Left knew of the prominent
arrests, trials, or imprisonment of key leaders such as Angela Davis,
Huey Newton, Bobby Seals, Abbie Hoffman, David Dellinger, Philip Berrigan, John Sinclair-to name only a few.
Furthermore, efforts to investigate the underground press led
by the Commission on Obscenity and Pornography attacked the
underground papers as little more than filth that did not deserve
protection of the First Amendment. 53 Congressman Joe Pool, one49

50
51
52
53

FBI Memorandum, C.D . Brennan to W.C. Sullivan, May 9, 1968, quoted in
Michael Newton, FBI Encyclopedia, (Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Company,
2012), 71.
Ibid.
FBI Memorandum,]. Edgar Hoover to Special Agent in Charge (SAC), Albany,
July 5, 1968, quoted in Rips, UnamericanActivities, 61.
Geoffrey Rips, "Dissident Voices," in Unamerican Activities, 52 .
R.eport on the Commission on Obscenity and Pornography, (New York, NY: Bantam
Books, 1970), 112. The Commission on Obscenity and Pornography was a
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time chairman of the House Un-American Activities Committee,
summarized the goal of these newspapers in conspiratorial terms,
but most accurately: "The plan of the [underground press] is to
take advantage of that part of the First Amendment which protects
newspapers and gives them freedom of the press. " 54 Ironically, leaders in the underground press agreed. Thomas Forcade, the project
coordinator for one of the underground's largest news collectives,
the Underground Press Syndicate, had a short but clear response
to Congressman Pool, and a message to the radical writers feeling under attack by the government: "Write on!" 55 Less than a
year later, Fish Cheer answered Forcade's call but quickly realized,
despite guaranteed constitutional protections for the media, the
underground press was not afforded the same rights as the establishment papers.
From the first issues of Fish Cheer, attacks against the paper
came in many forms. The first attack came from the Escambia
County public schools. On the back page of the second issue, a
"wanted" notice read: "The person responsible for the ten days suspension that was handed to the Escambia High student for selling
Fish Cheer." 56 In the following issues' "Intercourse" section- which
functioned somewhere between a society page and a rant sectionFish Cheer ran a detailed report of another student suspended for
the purchase and possession of the paper. 57 Apparently, the Pensac-

54

55

56
57

congressional committee, formed by President Lyndon Johnson and chaired
by Congressman Joe Pool, to study the distribution and social effects of pornography, as well as help define pornography. Although recognizing the papers as
mostly political, the commission wrote "quite a few devote considerable space
to sexual topics as well- especially in classified advertisements."
Robert E. Baskin, "Underground Press a Tool of 'Traitors,' Pool Asserts," Dallas Morning News, November 7, 1967, quoted in McMillian, Smoking Typewriters,
129.
Thomas King Forcade to Commission on Pornography and Obscenity, Washington, D.C. May 13, 1970, quoted in UnamericanActivities, 94-95. Forcade, cofounded the Underground Press Syndicate (UPS), connected underground
newspapers with their counterparts in the underground. Founded in 1966,
the UPS later worked in concert with LNS to bring counterculture papers
together and share resources. Forcade later founded High Times magazine and
helped create the first collection of underground papers collected on microfiche, which became the Underground Press Collection, an invaluable tool for
researchers on this subject. Forcade committed suicide in 1978.
Fish Cheer, issue two, 12.
Ibid., issue three, 2. In reading this account, and the previous account from
the second issue, the report is unclear whether or not this is the same person,
the story of two people, or two separate instances. Nonetheless, these stories
indicate a desire by school officials to stop students from possessing copies of
Fish Cheer on campus . The experience of this Escambia High School student
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ola News Journal received copies of its underground rival within days
of the first widespread distribu~on of Fish Cheer. Instead of welcoming the competition for the youth readership, the Pensacola News
Journal immediately ran an editorial railing against the "slime" of
the underground press. 58
While making no specific mention of Fish Cheer, the Pensacola
News Journal, the oldest and most established daily newspaper in
the region, referred to the underground press as "pure outhouse."
The Pensacola News Journal went out of its way to lambast the underground press, describing it as a "rather sad impersonation" ofjournalism and little more than "rag pickings from the dirty closets of
thoughtless tribal culture ... Children scratching something they
copied from some other toilet wall on their own toilet wall." The
editorial continued:
And this in itself does not disturb us; what does, however, is that the cool cats bellowing for a voice of liberation
cast their poorly printed, poorly pasted-together heaps of
irrevelance [sic] in the mold of the Fourth Estate. That's
journalism, folks.
We, of course, reject any sort of brotherhood. 59
The Pensacola News Journal's rejection of goodwill was probably not
a shock to the Fish Cheer collective. This was never the intention.
Whether or not the establishment paper realized that the
underground served a much different role and audience than that
of the Pensacola News Journal is not clear in this editorial. What is
clear from the condescending vitriolic tone saved for the underground press is that a generational and cultural conflict loomed
heavily over the entrance of Fish Cheer into Pensacola life. Though
the Pensacola News Journal does not mention the underground
paper by name, the editorial refers to several topics covered in the
first issue of the Fish Cheer, as well as telephone contacts for various

58
59

was different from that of then-Washington High School student Ken Sargent
who claimed little, if any, harassment at Booker T. Washington High School.
Whether or not there was a coordinated effort in the Escambia School District to stop the proliferation of underground papers is not clear; however,
the perception of attack from the local governmental establishment created a
climate, easily palpable in the pages of Fish Cheer, that the underground paper
was under attack.
".Out of the Slime, It's Pure Outhouse," Pensacola News Journa~ February 5,
1971.
Ibid.
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counseling services and the Fish Cheer staff hotline. The editors
described the content: 'There are all forms of liberation: Women's, the Gay Front, draft-dodging, military discharge counseling,
VD clinic information, abortion, Dial-a-Freak." 60
According to the editors of Fish Cheer, they "talked with the
[Pensacola News JournalJ editor Earle Bowden about his opinions
and the piece itself. He claims he didn't write it to put down the
Fish Cheer specifically. But his argument was not convincing." While
conceding a number of Bowden's claims, specifically about style
and language, the collective offered a quick and pointed response:
The underground press is the most powerful institutiQn
that has recently come out of our nation. It reaches eight
million people every month. Each paper is autonomous.
Each paper is allowed its own uniqueness and no single
person or board of directors dictate or advise what the policy of the individual paper will be ... Yes, the underground
papers are America; not the America of Big Businessmen
who can buy people to distort, manipulate and oppress for
him, but the America of a lot of people working for little or
nothing, for something they believe in. There is no glamorous national leader; there is no regional boss; there is no
official line; just a loose coalition of many diverse people
with many diverse opinions; the real American that can't
be bought off or controlled by money or bribes; the American that believes in people, not in their exploitation. 61
In short, what the Fish Cheer collective stated in their response
is that the underground press was not a capitalistic advertiser-driven paper that acted as if it was the sole voice for the majority of the
community. Moreover, the Fish Cheer not only recognized its bias
but embraced its opinions as a valid expression of a community
the Pensacola News journal derided as "children." Whereas the editors of the Pensacola News Journal described the underground press
as anti-intellectual, immature "propagandists" who "eat away, dirty
word by dirty word, the essence of American liberty," the Fish Cheer
equated their work as representative of the United States: "We are a
diverse group with diverse opinions." 62 The Fish Cheer may not have

60
61

62

Ibid. "Dial-A-Freak" was the telephone contact for the Fish Cheer editorial staff.
"Staff Rapp," Fish Cheer, issue three, 10.
Ibid.
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represented the entire community, but as evidenced by the alternative paper's existence, neither did the Pensacola News Journal.
Within a few issues, the Fish Cheer found its audience. Though
readership was the obvious intention of the paper, not every reader
was from their community or shared the same desires as the Fish
Cheer collective. Gregg Michel wrote, "While anecdotal evidence
of official harassment of civil rights and anti-Vietnam War activists
existed throughout the 1960s, it was only after the demise of New
Left organizations that historians have been able to document such
allegations." 63 The local underground's response to the attacks
from the establishment pointed to a deeply held suspicion in the
counterculture that they were being watched. While Fish Cheer
directed the first half of its response to the daily paper, the second
half was to the government agents that it suspected of snooping.
The Fish Cheer response continued:
In our efforts to construct a people paper we have attracted attention, not only from the News:Journal but also the
FBI. Seems while trying to find out where our heads are
they've implicated certain members of our staff with the
attempted firebombing of the Post Office last month. Perhaps they're sizing us up for 'Dangerous Special Offender" or one of the other special categories created by the
recently passed crime bill. 64
The article continued to tell its readers what their rights were concerning the FBI and the police. In a previous issue, the Fish Cheer
gave a similar brief originally written by the Black Panther Party. In
contrast, this later article was specific and directed to local readers
in Pensacola:

If this effort to make the Pensacola FISH CHEER a people's paper is a subversive act warranting investigation by
the FBI, then the United States Constitution and the First
Amendment Right of Free Speech is equally a thing to be
considered subversive. Yes, the Fish Cheer is a conspiracy;
fighting and demanding that the business interests, FBI,
CIA, local, state, and Federal governments, respect all the

63

64

Gregg L. Michel, "Government Repression of the Southern Left," in Rebellion
in Black & White: Southern Student Activism in the 1960s, ed. Robert Cohen and
David Snyder (Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2013), 238.
"Staff Rapp," Fish Cheer, issue three, 10.
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people and grant them all their individual constitutional
rights.
They closed the article with a defiant challenge to their government and establishment detractors:
TO THE NEWS-JOURNAL, FBI, JOHN BIRCH GROUPIES, ETC.
We're ready for a showdown. We'll meet you under the
big twin oaks of free speech and assembly. We're ready for
battle in the free market place of ideas. Are you? May the
Best Team win.

-FISH CHEER FOLKS 65
While later articles addressed the Pensacola News Journal editorial board, directly and indirectly, most of the collective's energy
focused on the bigger foes who only published their critiques in
secret files and not on the editorial page of the daily paper. 66
The collective members suspected they were under surveillance, and their suspicions were correct. Though contributors
and friends offered numerous anecdotal claims-printed in nearly every issue of Fish Cheer- the FBI did not start its own file on
this particular "underground-type newspaper" until April 1971. In
a memo from the office of Director Hoover to the FBI's Special
Agent in Charge (SAC) of the Jacksonville offices, headquarters
asked its Florida branch to pay special attention to an underground
paper in Pensacola.
According to the FBI memo, the Fish Cheer posted an
announcement in the LNS internal newsletter that stated the Pensacola underground needed "more responses from other papers
65
66

Ibid.
"Emotive Language," Fish Cheer, issue five, 3; Fish Cheer, issue six, 1. In an article
that appeared in the fifth issue of the Fish Cheer, a writer deconstructedJesse
Earle Bowden's editorial to argue that his use of language, specifically terms
used to describe fecal matter, were just as foul as the curse words expressed
openly in the underground paper. The author claimed that Bowden spoke to
his audience using words that meant the same as the "outhouse" language in
the Fish Cheer. The author concluded, "what Mr. Bowden and many people in
the Pensacola area apparently think is a totally sound editorial is, in many places, an appeal to the conditioned emotion of disgust, an argumentum ad populum." The sixth issue was more direct. Besides the newspaper's ever-changing
masthead, the only words on the cover read "Drugs, Sex, Filth"-essentially
describing the Fish Cheer content, at least according to Bowden.
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and organizations regarding the exchange of papers." Although
the initial report stated that the "Bureau files contain no information identifiable with this publication," this omission would soon
change. 67In Hoover's letter to his Jacksonville agents, the director's
office asked Jacksonville to:
endeavor to obtain copies of captioned publications and
forward same to the Bureau for perusal. .. This periodical
should be reviewed by you to determine if articles, letters
or editorials published in it advocate civil disobedience,
violence or any other type extremist activity, as well as the
printing of material relating to preparation of explosives.
You should also be alert for information of an inflammatory nature which would incite riots or would be of any
security interest to you. 68
With the only exception being that it did not print instructions for
preparing explosives, in the broadest terms, the Fish Cheer certainly
met all of Hoover's criteria for a threat.
To counter this perceived threat, Hoover asked the Jacksonville
office to obtain general information on the publication, its printers, and the paper's circulation. The director's office additionally
wanted to know the paper's source of funding, identities ofleading
activists, and connections with other New Left organizations. The
FBI also wanted to know the Fish Cheer collective's "propensity for
violence" and the "extent of any domestic or foreign subversion." 69
Once collected, Hoover asked that the Jacksonville office report
back on all points as soon as possible.
One aspect that the Jacksonville office investigated was "whether individuals connected with this publication reside [ d] in a communal-type existence." 70 Although the Jacksonville SAC reported
that "there is no indication of any communal-type existence," this
was an interesting oversight on the part of the Jacksonville FBI. 71
Shortly after the FBI launched its investigation into Fish Cheer, the
collective sought a more established location to perform its work.
For the first issues, the collective used a post office box in downtown
67
68
69
70
71

FBI Memorandum,]. Edgar Hoover to SAC, Jacksonville, April 29, 1971, West
Florida Collection.
Ibid.
Ibid.
Ibid.
FBI Memorandum, Jacksonville to]. Edgar Hoover, September 7, 1971, West
Florida Collection.
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Pensacola but had no singular office space. For meetings, writing,
and layout, the Fish Cheer collective used the house of one of its
editors before sending each issue to its printer in Havana, Florida.
As the collective expanded, the main writers looked for a larger space for production and possibly communal living. A communal living situation provided the Fish Cheer collective with the ability
to strengthen its ties as writers, activists, and friends. On the other
hand, having most writers in one location gave the authorities an
easy target. A small house, later dubbed The Fish Market, located
in one of Pensacola's older historic districts served both needs.
"At that time," said Patricia Bint, who then went by the name
Magic Pat, "a man named Jack Hoffman (probably not his real
name) breezed into town in his yellow Corvette and was flashing a
lot of money around." 72 Two collective members, including Magic
Pat, met the new man who befriended the other members of the
collective. Bint said that Hoffman told her "that he had come up
from Miami because his grandmother owned a house on Gadsden
Street that needed serious remodeling so that it could go on the
market, and he had volunteered to do the work. He ended up
offering the house to us rent-free and utilities paid in return for us
doing a lot of the work on the house." 73 For the next few weeks, Fish
Cheer collective members spent their hours writing articles, laying
out the next issues, and repairing the old Victorian style house that
became their headquarters.
Bint described Hoffman as a likable, but somewhat strange,
character who wandered into their lives. 'Jack drifted in and out of
the house, partied a lot and got involved with several of the women
and seemed to be a really cool guy to most of us," recalled Bint.
Then, a mysterious incident occurred:
After a few months, he said he had to go back to Miami
for a few weeks. A few days after he left, he called me and
asked me to do a big favor. A really important package had
been sent to him in Pensacola instead of Miami and he
really needed it to be sent down to him there and would I
pick up the package for him at the Post Office? That day,
I had car trouble and couldn't get to the [post office], so
one of the guys who hung around the house ... an old
high-school friend of mine, volunteered to go get it for me.
72
73

Bint, e-mail to author, February 20, 2013.
Ibid.
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When he arrived at the [post office] and picked up the
box he was immediately arrested by waiting federal agents.
It was a large shipment of drugs. David got convicted on
trumped-up charges and went to prison for a very long time
... there's a small article about him in Issue #17 of the FISH
CHEER.Jack Hoffman was never seen again. 74
Apparently, the house did not belong to Hoffman's grandmother.75 The Fish Cheer subsequently reported on the arrest of
Bint's friend, David. According to the Fish Cheer report, "David was
busted on a possession charge when he went to the post office and
claimed a general delivery package, not addressed to him, containing 400 hits of acid. He was picking it up at the request of an
acquaintance." An Escambia county judge sentenced Bint's high
school friend to two years in state prison. After announcing the
sentence, the judge stared at the defendant and added, "some drug
abusers [deserved to go] to the electric chair and that would end
the abuse." 76 According to Bint, although her friend and Fish Cheer
associate went to prison, she was the actual target and only missed
her friend's fate by chance. "It [the bust] was supposed to happen
to me," said Bint. Since she was not arrested, however, the Fish Cheer
production continued unabated. Despite the strange circumstances surrounding the drug bust, one fact was clear: Jack Hoffman was
not coming back. Nonetheless, the collective still had the keys to
Hoffman's house on 805 East Gadsden Street and now had a home.
The Fish Market was theirs.
Despite the strange circumstances of finding the home on
Gadsden Street, and the very real possibility of government surveillance, the Fish Cheer collective kept the house. With Hoffman
gone, the grandmother story a probable lie, and no known owner,
the collective saw the home as a mysterious gift and, essentially,
squatted the home in Pensacola's Old East Hill District-a fact that
the FBI apparently missed. 77 The collective listed the Fish Market's
74
75

76
77

Ibid.
The Pensacola city directories for 1968-1973 list the address 805 East Gadsden
Street, the home used as a communal space for the Fish Cheer collective, as
vacant property. There were no listings for a 'Jack Hoffman" in any of the
directories. Patricia Bint suspected the whole story was a ruse, but who created the story and sent 'Jack" to the Fish Cheer is unknown. Bint suspectedjack
Hoffman was an undercover intelligence or narcotics agent. While certainly
plausible, there is no way to verify her suspicions.
"David," Fish Cheer, issue seventeen, 7.
The FBI missing the collective living situation of the Fish Cheerpossibly indicates
another agency organized the house and the arrest. Though the collective felt
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address as its headquarters and posted notices for meetings at this
address until the paper ceased production. 78
Whether or not the government simply wanted to gather information on local crimes or to intimidate the activists was unknown
to the collective. Their assumption was that-similar to the FBI's
intimidation campaign against the Civil Rights Movement, the
Black Panther Party, and much of the New Left-an intimidation
campaign was underway. With stories circulating throughout the
underground about sophisticated intelligence programs aimed
at New Left activists, the Fish Cheer collective had reason to be
suspicious.
Though COINTELPRO began in the mid-1950s "to 'disrupt'
and 'neutralize' individuals deemed to be threats to domestic security," the program continued into the early life of the Fish Cheer. 79
On March 8, 1971, "the Citizens Committee to Investigate the FBI
burglarized an FBI office in Media, Pennsylvania, and made off
with thousands of pages of information from classified files." 80 The
stolen files detailed an extensive campaign by the FBI to attack the
New Left, including the underground press. 81 The Washington Post
printed a summary of the files shortly after the break-in. A year

78

79
80
81

the FBI watched them, other local, state, or federal law enforcement agencies
also trailed Pensacola's New Left. The Fish Cheer published numerous short
articles about undercover narcotics agents, including the names and descriptions of some suspected agents. Taking a cue from Allen Ginsberg and his
wish that the counterculture do its own espionage on the very agencies that
spied upon the counterculture, the Fish Cheer collective wanted to create a
state-wide data base of known or suspected undercover agents. One interview
subject spoke of an interview he did for Fish Cheer with an Escambia County
Sheriff's deputy who was a well-known "narc." Unfortunately, the paper shut
down before the interview's publication and the author could not locate his
original copy of the interview.
"Old East Hill," photograph, University of West Florida Historic Collections.
In the photograph files of the UWF Historic Collection's archives, there is a
photo of the Fish Market at 805 East Gadsden Street in Pensacola. The photograph, dated 1974, showed a very dilapidated building that is most likely
uninhabited. The Fish Cheerceased publication in 1971, but most probably, the
remnants of the collective used the house after the paper itself ended.
FBI Memorandum, C.D . Brennan to W.C. Sullivan, May 9, 1968, quoted in
Newton, FBI Encyclopedia, 71.
Jules Boykoff, Beyond Bul'lets: The Suppression of Dissent in the United States (Oakland, CA: AK Press, 2007), 46.
The FBI created COINTELPRO in 1956 with the intent to use clandestine
and unconstitutional means to disrupt targets such as the Communist Party,
Socialist Workers Party and white hate groups. COINTELPRO soon expanded
its reach to attack the Black Panther Party, American Indian Movement, and
anyone else the FBI felt fell under the category "New Left"-including the
underground press.
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later, the underground paper WIN printed the entire FBI dossier,
exposing the depths of the multiple agencies' violations of civil
liberties causing incredible embarrassment throughout the intelligence community. 82
News of the extent to which the government surveillance programs targeted its own citizens only confirmed what many had
already suspected. Within the pages of nearly every issue of the
Fish Cheer are warnings to its readers to be aware of undercover
agents. Incidents of sabotage against New Left organizations and
defiant statements directly challenging the authorities-from the
high school principals to the federal government-permeated
each issue of Fish Cheer.
Despite intimidation efforts, issue number seven-the May Day
issue-struck a particularly defiant tone. The cover of this issue
advertised an upcoming May Day rally at the UWF Free Speech
Zone. The May Day rally featured Jerry Rubin as the headliner
with supporting acts such as the Malcolm X Liberation Front and a
somewhat unknown regional band named the Allman Brothers. 83
The first articles are letters written by active duty resisters stationed
in Pensacola posted beside the publication of a joint peace treaty
between "the people of the United States and the People of South
Vietnam and North Vietnam." 84 The collective also posted a challenge to the principal of Escambia High School for banning Fish
Cheer on campus, along with lengthy articles detailing instances of
racism in the local schools. 85 The back cover featured a picture of
the Viet Cong flag superimposed over the Washington Monument.
Most striking, though, is a small article buried in the middle of this
issue: "An Open Letter to the FBI. "86
Whether or not the Fish Cheer collective knew the extent to
which the FBI investigated, targeted, and infiltrated the American
underground press, their letter suggested an acknowledgement of
the secret war waged against the New Left. The letter is printed
here in its entirety:
We know you want to destroy the local movement and have
already begun to build your files. But we are not afraid.
82
83
84
85
86

"The Complete Collection of Political Documents Ripped-Off from the FBI
Office in Media, PA, March 8, 1971," WIN, March 1972.
Fish Cheer, issue seven, 1.
Ibid., 2-3.
"Intercourse," Fish Cheer, issue seven, 5; "Education and Integration," issue
seven, 6.
"Open Letter to the FBI," Fish Cheer, issue seven, 7.
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Because you are out of it and totally dependent upon
spies, agents, informers, whitemail, napes and cop-outs for
your information. You are culturally, intellectually, politically, economically, and emotionally incapable of getting
close to the action. You need a base in the terrain of someone else's brain. You will have many bases. Oppressed,
exploited, and colonized people are colonized, oppressed,
and exploited on all levels. Intellectually, Politically, Economically, Emotionally, Sexually, and Spiritually we are
oppressed, exploited and colonized. Some of us work for
the pigs. Some of us are pigs. All of us are fucked up. The
oppressed are fucked up for not fighting decisively to end
their own oppression, and the oppressors are fucked up
for resisting the change. But h,ear us, we who you wish to
destroy are a movement of the people's will [and] cannot
be destroyed. We will continue to fight hard against you
and the world of blood you defend and cherish. We are
liberated.
POWER TO THE PEOPLE,
You know who ... 87
The defiant tone of their "Open Letter to the FBI" was the second
article addressed directly to the FBI. Whether the collective knew
it or not, the FBI received their letter.
According to an FBI memorandum on the Fish Cheer, the FBI
used sources at PJC and at UWF to compile intelligence on the
paper and its staff. As many as six redacted sources gave information concerning the publication and distribution of Fish Cheer. Issue
seven in particular caught the attention of the FBI. In the Fish Cheer
dossier, the FBI described the May Day rally at UWF as an "antiwar event" organized "to enlist the people of the Pensacola area to
make the trip to Washington for May Day. "88 The heavily redacted
dossier further suggested the presence of active FBI informants
within the rally's headlining acts, including possibly its organizers.
Furthermore, the FBI focused on a "related article" which read: "If
the government won't stop the war, the people will stop the government- To this end the people of Pensacola are coming together
... as a prelude to a national move to close down the government
87
88

Ibid.
FBI Memorandum by Jacksonville, FBI, "Fish Cheer," September 7, 1971, West
Florida Collection.
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if they refuse to listen to the will of the people and end the war,
end racism, and all oppression." 89 Fortunately for the Pensacola
activist community and the Fish Cheer collective, the FBI acted too
slowly and did not subject the activists to the same treatment as
many of their unfortunate counterparts in the New Left through
COINTELPRO.
Describing the questionable, if not illegal, activities of the
Hoover's COINTELPRO, academic Noam Chomsky wrote thatFBI
provocateurs were engaged in extensive efforts throughout the country to instigate campus violence, disrupt student groups, eliminate radical faculty, and the like, and
FBI agents were, for example, engaged in such actions as
stealing documents from campus groups and burglarizing
the offices of professors supporting them. 90
In his study of FBI involvement in the 1960s anti-war movement,
James Kirkpatrick Davis argued that COINTELPRO went far
beyond the Bureau's traditional role of collecting intelligence "to
secret counterintelligence actions designed to disrupt and neutralize the antiwar movement."91 The FBI used these techniques, initially developed during World War II, to fight an undeclared- and
arguably illegal- war on its own soil throughout the 1960s and
into the first years of the 1970s. Davis wrote, "In a constitutional
context, the FBI circumvented First and Fourth Amendment guarantees and thus exceeded its authority." 92
As for the FBI and its intelligence efforts against the New Left,
the Fish Cheer benefited from timing as much as circumstance.
After activists broke into the FBI office in Media, Pennsylvania, on
March 2, 1971, the FBI realized it could no longer continue with
the counterintelligence program. The subsequent public disclosures about civil liberties violations, including numerous illegal
activities, embarrassed Hoover's organization so much so that on
April 27, 1971, two days before the Bureau opened its Fish Cheer
dossier, Brennan suggested that all COINTELPRO operations be
discontinued. Possibly as a result, the FBI did not subject the Fish
89
90
91
92

Ibid.; "Pensacola Cries May Day, Rubin Comes to Town-:--Yippie!" Fish Cheer,
issue seven, 4.
Noam Chomsky, "Introduction," in Nelson Blackstock, COINTELPRO: The
FBI's Secret War on Political Freedom (New York, NY: Vintage, 1976), 7.
James Kirkpatrick Davis, Assault on the Left: The FBI and the Sixties Antiwar Movement (Westport, CT: Praeger, 1997), 211.
Ibid., 211-212.
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Cheer collective to the excesses of this program. While the discontinuation of COINTELPRO meant a change in FBI tactics, this did
not end its surveillance of the New Left, including-as indicated by
its FBI file-the Fish Cheer. 93
As with many writers in the underground press, the Fish Cheer
collective correctly assumed that the Feds monitored its actions.
About the government's efforts to spy on the Fish Cheer collective,
Bint recalled:

We were very aware that we were being monitored by the
FBI. Their presence was very evident, particularly around
the Fish Market and on campus (again, the shiny black
shoes were a dead giveaway). Sometimes we'd joke about
very radically subversive things when we knew they were
listening just to get their hopes up but we were generally
very careful not to flagrantly break any laws when they
were around. Our policy was not to allow drug use on the
premises at the Fish Market. People who would visit the
Fish Market were sometimes pulled over after they drove
a few blocks away and questioned by the FBI agents and
very often were tailed for a few days afterwards. There was
surprisingly little action from the Pensacola Police Department or the Escambia County Sheriff's office ... I guess
they figured that it was the FBI's job to look after us and
pretty much left us alone. Looking back, this community
was relatively tolerant of our activities and we never felt
that national attention was on our group specifically. 94
Although co-editor Conni Ramey was not aware of specific official
efforts to intimidate the editors or advertisers of the Fish Cheer, she
did remember several other acts of intimidation. Ramey recalled:
Cops didn't bother us much, but there were a few individuals who seemed to want to harass us ... We got shot
upon one night while we were working in the house. Some
people shot through the windows, and that was exciting.

93
94

Ibid. , 207; FBI Memorandum,]. Edgar Hoover to SAC, Jacksonville, April 29,
1971 , West Florida Collection.
Bint, interview by author, March 12, 2012.
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Ramey later recalled another "exciting" instance in which a collective member's van was set on-fire outside the Fish Market. 95 No one
was hurt in either instance, according to Ramey.
While the FBI file on Fish Cheer did not indicate actions such
as these as part of a coordinated federal-to-local intimidation campaign, there is much in the counterintelligence files-on both a
federal and local level-which remains lost to the public. 96 According to Gregg Michel:
southern police departments have been unwilling to
make the records of their Red Squads public or even to
acknowledge the existence of such materials. Of course,
law enforcement agencies' reluctance to open their files to
outsiders is not surprising, especially since such files likely
contain evidence of illegal or unethical actions. 97
Another possibility that helps to explain the cessation of FBI
actions against the Fish Cheer was that the agent in charge of their
case simply misread one article in particular.
According to an FBI memorandum from their Jacksonville
office to Director Hoover dated September 7, 1971:
Issue #14 of the 'Fish Cheer' dated August 14, 1971, carried an article headlined 'Obituary' in which it announced
that the 'Fish Cheer,' born January, 1971, died on August
14, 1971, or sometime thereafter due to public apathy. It
states that the 'Fish Cheer' is ceasing publication because
four or five people can't possibly put out a newspaper by
themselves and they are tired of doing it all alone. 98
The FBI misunderstood this article and failed to recognize the
writer's sarcasm. An article intended to spur action in the Fish
Cheer readership unintentionally closed the FBI file on the paperunbeknownst to the paper's editors. According to the FBI memo:
"Since this publication has ceased publication following issue #14,
this case is being closed by Jacksonville but Jacksonville will remain
95
96

97
98

Ramey, interview by author, September 22, 2001.
I attempted to find surveillance records from the Escambia County Sheriff's
Office and the Pensacola Police Department with no success. The Pensacola
Police Department claimed to possess no intelligence files on the Fish Cheer.
The Escambia County Sheriff's Office claimed that they destroyed all intelligence files dating prior to 1980.
Michel, "Government Repression of the Southern Left," 248 .
FBI Memorandum, SAC Jacksonville to Director J. Edgar Hoover, September
7, 1971, West Florida Collection.
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alert for any attempts to re-establish publication of this or a similar organ." 99 Despite the Jacksonville office's promise to Hoover to
"remain alert" about the Fish Cheer, the FBI let down their guard.
The Fish Cheer continued publication for four more issues after
the FBI closed its file and continued to print as many inflammatory articles as the paper did while under surveillance. At least
concerning the FBI and COINTELPRO, the misunderstood obituary ended the Bureau's investigation of the Fish Cheer and possibly
helped the collective survive.
Though many active participants in the New Left, and the
underground press in particular, found themselves in the middle
of major campaigns of official harassment, intimidation and violence, the Fish Cheer largely avoided this fate. 100 The dates of its
publication, along with a number of events outside of the Fish Cheer
collective's knowledge or control, largely allowed the publication
to continue without a federally organized campaign to destroy the
collective. While the antagonism by the establishment press, harassment of its high school distributors and readers, and the arrest and
imprisonment of one of its members demonstrates that the Fish
Cheer gained unwanted attention, these occurrences alone do not
reveal an organized campaign aimed at disrupting the New Left in
Pensacola. The single greatest event that prevented further intrusions and violations of civil and constitutional rights of the Fish
Cheer collective and the New Left was the exposure of the excesses
of COINTELPRO. Only luck, circumstance, and timing-and in
particular, the illegal break-in that exposed the tactics of the FBI
to the public-allowed publication of the Fish Cheer until the paper
fell apart on its own.
Conclusion

After misreading the Fish Cheer obituary as literal, the FBI officially ended its surveillance of the Pensacola underground paper,
at least as far as their records state. Left out of the FBI file on the
Fish Cheer was the obituary's true intention: a cry for help from a
dying, but not dead, paper. The original "Obituary" continued,
99 Ibid.
100 Michel, "Government Repression of the Southern Left," 235-252. Michel documents federal , state, and local attacks on the Southern Student Organizing
Committee (SSOC), a white activist organization inJackson, Mississippi. Government agents waged an active campaign to intimidate, disrupt and destroy
the SSOC, as well as SSOC's underground paper Kudzu, from its 1964 inception to its demise in 1969.
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"Without a newspaper to tie our thoughts and actions together,
it's going to be hard for anything to get off the ground. So if anybody out there gives a shit, come struggle with us or the struggle is
going to end." 101 While the collective made its call to readers out of
desperation, the Fish Cheer collective was not ready to abandon the
struggle just yet.
By October 1971, the Fish Cheer collective had developed its
underground rag into a solid and professional paper on par with
more established undergrounds. Advertising also had increased
and diversified dramatically from the paper's early issues. The first
issue of Fish Cheerwent to press with only two businesses placing ads
in the paper. By issue seventeen, dozens of advertisements ran from
national, regional, and local businesses. Ads for Abbie Hoffman's
infamous Steal This Book ( 1971) sat between local ads for a Renault
dealership, an incense shop, a waterbed store, and the local pornographic movie theater near the Navy base. A true diversity of local
businesses-a dashiki store, a yacht dealership, and a childcare
facility, for instance-also placed ads within the Fish Cheer.
Despite an increase in advertising revenue and cover price,
the Fish Cheer struggled to keep itself financially afloat. One reader
wrote,
This chick from PJC informed me of your frumpy financial situation & I wanna chuck some of the bread for you.
Don't have the greenies presently but have $35 worth of
promises from kind hearted Fort Walton Beach (wow)
charity funds. I suppose promises don't exactly "ring your
chimes" but give me a couple of weeks & the monetary
provisions should be in your office. 102
Whether or not the reader later sent money is unknown. Unfortunately for the fiscally strapped editors, the envelope contained
only the letter, small notes of encouragement, and poetry-all of
which the editors printed. Another letter lamented the dispiritedness of the staff over its financial troubles: "Good luck with the
paper, we will send money down to help fight the 'apathy' around
Pensacola." 103 Notwithstanding the promises of its readers, the

101 "Obituary," Fish Cheer, issue fourteen, 2.
102 "Letters," Fish Cheer, issue seventeen, 13.
103 Ibid.
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editors continued to relay fiscal difficulties. In an article for prospective volunteers describing the collective's work schedule, a
writer stated:
We have been forced to borrow money lately ($50, $25,
etc.) so we could continue publishing, because our bills
have piled up on us and we are just now getting them paid
off. This is why we don't have a phone now; we got the
bill paid off but we haven't been able to raise the deposit money yet. So for us to continue, we're going to need
help.104
The financial woes of the paper were only one sign that the end was
near. A more pressing issue was the apparent lack of involvement of
the freak community the paper needed to remain vital to the local
counterculture.
In the final issues of Fish Cheer, the number of outside source
articles increasingly took more space as the diversity and quality of
local writing diminished. LNS articles appeared in Fish Cheer that
touched upon the war in Vietnam with specific attention to military
dissenters, corruption in the South Vietnamese elections, and a California referendum against the deployment of the USS Constellation
to Vietnam. Other outside articles featured the recent Attica prison
uprising, drug laws, and news about the larger movement. On the
other hand, Fish Cheer articles focused less on the local movement
and more on issues of public housing, transportation, pollution in
the Gulf of Mexico, vegetarian recipes, and music reviews. While
some of these issues were indeed pressing, they were not necessarily the topics that galvanized the New Left and the underground.
Compared to the first issues, which were vibrant with several local
articles written on topics ranging from war in Vietnam to racism
in Pensacola, the final issues strike a defeated tone. The Fish Cheer
collective members, listed in each issue, remained somewhat sizeable-averaging well over a dozen. Yet another article admitted
that there were "only two of us here [at the Fish Market] on any
kind of regular basis." 105 Further illustrating the quality deficit and
collective fatigue evident within the Fish Cheer, the aforementioned
article discussing financial woes, weary staff, and community apathy was a reprint from the previous issue. Even with these troubling signs, the collective was not ready to admit defeat.
104 "Fish Cheer Work Schedule," Fish Cheer, issue seventeen, 9 .
105 Ibid., 9.
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Although the FBI noted the Fish Cheerissue fourteen faux obituary in their file, the Fish ·Cheer itself printed no notice that the
eighteenth issue was its final publication. Not only did the final
issue print advertisements for subscriptions and information on
bulk distribution for upcoming issues, the staff announced their
plans for future issues. Among the upcoming issues in the planning
stages, as of November 1971, were a full-color comic issue, "localized pollution issue," and a literary issue soon to follow with "poetry,
short stories, weird scribblings [sic], a short novel and maybe even
a serialized novel, if one of you good people out there can crank
it out." 106 Unfortunately for any subscribers, these issues never saw
publication. The very last notices printed in Fish Cheer were for
the Students for Civil Liberties meeting at PJC, an announcement
for regional anti-war rallies, a meeting of Pensacola Women's Liberation at the Fish Market, and another "for those interested in
working in the McGovern campaign." There is even a small advertisement for the next Fish Cheer collective meeting at the Fish Market: "Come by, bring a little food and criticize the old issue, help
us plan the new one." Whether or not this meeting occurred is not
recorded, but no new issue of the Fish Cheer hit the streets.
The end of the Fish Cheer was not radically different from other
underground publications of the era. Abe Peck, a writer and editor
for The Chicago Seed, described the evolution of his paper:
You had the initial flush of, 'Wow, there's other people
just like us. We're gonna write about it, and we're gonna
bear witness.' And also not just write ... but 'We're gonna
express this stuff, then we're going to be increasingly conscious about it.
Peck continued, "The paper was a bell curve: it started small, got
pretty big, then it was the end. By 1972 or 1973, it was really just a
couple of guys and an office full of dogs and dog crap." 107 Minus
the dogs, the history of Fish Cheer was similar. Jeff Shera Nightbyrd
of Rat Subterranean News argued that,
the underground press fails toward the end of the Sixties,
early 1970s because it no longer reflected its own communities, and it started taking on a dull and boring rhetoric
106 Ibid., issue eighteen, 15.
107 Abe Peck and Jeff Shero Nightbyrd, "People Burn Out, and People Burned
Out," in On the Ground: An illustrated Anecdotal History of the Sixties Underground
Press in the US., ed. Sean Steward (Oakland, CA: PM Press, 2011), 164-165.
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that wasn't the imagination that made the underground
press attractive in the first place. 108
While the Sixties era political rhetoric is certainly present within
the last issues of the Fish Cheer, this alone does little to explain the
end of the paper.
Though the collective faced numerous difficulties, there was
not one major contributing factor which adequately explains the
Fish Cheer's demise. The end is spelled out with a series of factors,
all contributing to the quiet finale. The paper exploded into the
Pensacola counterculture with much fanfare and was even greeted
with its own derisive editorial in the establishment paper within
days of its first publication-a compliment in some circles. By
issue three, the Fish Cheer collective suspected FBI surveillance and
police involvement, possibly adding an element of importance and
excitement to their work. This exhilaration changed to paranoia
when the police arrested one of its members in a drug bust the collective assumed was part of a law enforcement set-up. The inroads
the collective hoped to maintain with Pensacola's minority community never quite materialized further than surface contact and general support for the local civil rights and black power movements.
Adding to the collective disillusionment were a series of political
and personal issues which left the group somewhat demoralized
and without a specific mission to carry on through difficult times.
Ramey summarized the Fish Cheer demise as part of a natural progression of those living through the era and their youth.
According to Ramey:
The focus of why we were doing [the paper] really came
to an end and everyone headed off in their own direction.
People got jobs, got married. It was natural. I don't think it
was any one event that [ended the paper]. I don't think it
was money. It was just suddenly everyone started going in
different directions, and only one or two people wanted to
continue with [Fish Cheer]. I was still hanging around town
[but] when the Fish Cheer ended, I did just what I did for a
long time-worked and went to school. 109
Bint held similar beliefs as to the end of Fish Cheer. While Bint felt
that personal relationships played a role in the abrupt conclusion
108 Ibid.,164.
109 Ramey, interview by author, September 22, 2001.
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of the paper, other factors contributed. She argued that the paper's
end came because of the original collective's insularity. Bint said,
"we really hadn't gained much in the way of 'new blood' involved
in the paper during the time it was published, so the loss of so
many members of the original group didn't leave us with enough
people to carry on the work." 110 Issue eighteen, with all of its hopes
and promises, was the last issue of Fish Cheer.
Ultimately, the youthful passion that drove the paper from concept into reality proved difficult to sustain. The collective, which
originally began as a small group of friends intent on activating the
Pensacola freak community, translated its activism into a journalistic endeavor. As a part of the underground press movement, the Fish
Cheer stood as a challenge to the dominant conservative voices in
Pensacola, both in the establishment press and in the broader community. Though the collective survived several attempts to crush its
endeavors and end its participation in the larger movement, the
struggles of maintaining a functioning newspaper-along with the
conflicted interpersonal dynamics and frustrations with their community-ultimately overtook their efforts. Nonetheless, the story
of the Fish Cheer suggests a fairly strong New Left community in
Pensacola, helping to connect the distinctive southern Sixties radicalism of the Civil Rights era with the post-COINTELPRO "Long
Sixites" of the 1970s and beyond. 111

llO Bint, e-mail to author, September 10, 2013.
111 As the "Sixties" are often understood to be a radical decade that ends with
events of 1968 and 1969, the "Long Sixties" is a term to describe the growing
radical movements beginning before the 1960s and going well past 1970.
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Daniel Murphree, Book Review Editor
Constructing Histories: Archaic Freshwater Shell Mounds and Social
Landscapes of the St. Johns River, Florida. By Asa R. Randall.
(Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2015. Figures, tables,
acknowledgements, notes, bibliography, index. Pp. xii, 327.
$79.95 cloth.)
Approaches to other cultures often take one of two paths:
explanation or understanding. Randall's Constructing Histories is
certainly the latter, but builds on the work of culture history and
environmental archaeology. It is comforting that this is the case.
In the 1990s we were concerned about what would happen if the
theoretical archaeologists "found" Florida. What havoc would they
wreak? Perhaps the effective chronologies, typologies, and culture
areas forged by John Goggin, Gordon Willey and others provided
a bulwark against these incursions. Randall, however, has found a
way to seamlessly meld the old and the new in this approach to the
Mount Taylor culture-named for a site investigated by antiquarian Clarence B. Moore in the 1890s. The real joy of Constructing Histories is that it explodes the traditional interpretation of Florida's
shell mound Archaic as a history-less, static phenomenon.
Randall makes good use of his introductory chapter to tell
readers what to expect in the coming pages, as well as what they
won't find. We learn that interest in the shell mounds of the St.
Johns River dates back well into the nineteenth century when Jeffries Wyman and others debated the origins of the shell moundswere they made by humans or natural forces? Randall deftly shows
us that assumptions about the shell sites from this nascent period
[108]
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in our discipline have cast long shadows. The introduction and the
following two chapters set the stage for the theoretical approach,
which draws heavily on the ideas of social theorists Pierre Bourdieu, Anthony Giddens, and Michel de Certeau. Much of Randall's approach could be described as landscape archaeology. For
example, he relates in the introduction that one central concept
is inscription, which describes the ways in which the natural world
is modified by people. In fact, a lot of Constructing Histories has to
do with shell sites as monuments-something that archaeologists
have struggled with since, according to the accepted wisdom of
anthropology, hunter-gatherers aren't supposed to be significantly
modifying their environment. Randall's stated goal is to use these
theoretical concepts to formulate a social history of the Mount Taylor culture.
What is perhaps most interesting about Constructing Histories
is that it preserves many elements of more traditional volumes on
archaeology, including historical background, theoretical framework, and environmental background, before going on to the
details of what was excavated, and concluding with a discussion
and interpretation. Chapter 3 is that environmental bridge chapter, but it very effectively uses the theoretical approach to landscape to make this a significant contribution. Randall adheres to
his promise from the introduction that this book is not about the
origins of shellfishing, but deals with previous ideas about environmental change and shellfishing in much the same thoughtful manner that colors the rest of the book, zeroing in on particular sites
and events, but also employing concepts like Jerome Whittington's
bellwethers, which model change from the expected norm. Not surprisingly, Randall works to make the climate and environment part
of the history of the Mount Taylor people, rather than a backdrop
or a deterministic force. A lot of this has to do with water-river
channels, flood stages, storm events, precipitation, etc.-and how
these elements contributed to the rise, persistence, and change of
Mount Taylor people.
The remainder of the book sees the application of the theoretical concepts to the known data for the Mount Taylor culture,
including Randall's own significant work at Thornhill Lake and
Silver Glen Springs. This includes a diachronic perspective on site
types, habitation, ritual, exchange, etc. which allows Randall to formulate a social history that accounts for broader, regional patterns
and very specific local conditions. For example, GIS-based analysis
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allows Randall to conclude that sites were not unstructured, but
that there was a plan that was reproduced over and over againfrequently emphasizing linear forms. Constructing Histories goes
beyond arguments about mounds versus middens and explores
the Mount Taylor world through ideas about placemaking and
the biography of sites. Those who are familiar with Ian McNiven's
work in Australia won't be surprised to see his ideas about living
architecture and ritualized middening make an appearance. Randail
concludes, in part, by arguing that acts of Mount Taylor placemaking resulted in shell sites that linked past, present, and future lives,
with considerable transformation occurring throughout the long
span of the Mount Taylor age. This approach enlivens a period
that has long been thought to be a relatively static and uneventful
2,000-year epoch as everyone was waiting for someone to invent or
introduce pottery.
The book itself is attractive and sports the newer style of
wrapped cover instead of a dust jacket. The figures-there are 49
of them-are reproduced well and complement the text. Maps and
plans dominate the illustrative material, perhaps not surprising
considering Randall's focus on inscription and landscape archaeology. Objects are only figured once-a sample of Florida ArchaicStemmed bifaces. This is not a bad thing, but reflects the focus,
which is decidedly not on objects.
Constructing Histories is a major contribution to the archaeology of Florida and the southeastern United States. It reflects the
best kind of scholarship-one that focuses a contemporary lens on
traditional data and brings a thoughtful approach to excavation.
Personally, I'm delighted to see this as the direction that Florida
archaeology is taking. Perhaps it is not surprising that Randall was
the recipient of the Southeastern Archaeological Conference's C.B.
Moore Award for Excellence by a Young Scholar at their November
2015 annual meeting.
Ryan]. Wheeler

Robert S. Peabody Museum of Archaeology

Thatched Roofs and Open Sides: The Architecture of Chickees and Their
Changi,ng Role in Seminole Society. By Carrie Dilley. (Gainesville:
University Press of Florida, 2015. Acknowledgements,
foreword, illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. Pp. xv, 194.
$74.95 cloth.)
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Throughout South Florida, thatched-roof structures with open
sides that are classically built of palmetto fronds and cypress wood
lend a certain tropical look to tourist establishments, restaurants,
bars, and private yards. Sometimes mislabeled "tiki huts," many
(but not all) of these popular structures are Seminole-built chickees. Chickees are prominent features of Seminole spaces, regularly
appearing in reservation yards and clan camps, tourist attractions,
and off-reservation ceremonial grounds . They serve a variety of
functions that include workplace breakrooms, tourist lodging,
booths for selling refreshments, car ports, recreational shelters,
storage units, gathering places at rodeo grounds and other communal sites, and even, in eight cases documented in this book,
doghouses. At the center of the Seminole Tribe of Florida's flag
is a chickee. In Thatched Roofs and Open Sides, the architectural historian of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, Carrie Dilley, describes
chickees in architectural terms, documents their prevalence and
use on a major Seminole reservation, explores their changing roles
over the last two centuries, and introduces some of the economic,
cultural, social, environmental, and political meanings of chickees
in Seminole communities and across South Florida.
With Dilley as guide, readers of Thatched Roofs and Open Sides
acquire understanding of the architectural features and technical aspects of chickee construction and maintenance. As the subtitle suggests, they also learn about the significance of chickees to
Seminoles who build, use, regulate, and remember them. Never
before has there been a systematic study of chickees (the closest is
an informative chapter in Nabokov and Easton's 1989 book Native
American Architecture). Nor had any scholarship on _chickees been
produced by a tribal employee. The second point is significant: as
the architectural historian of the Seminole Tribe, Dilley was authorized to conduct a systematic survey of all chickees on the rural Big
Cypress Seminole Reservation in close collaboration with Tribal
Historic Preservation Office (THPO) cultural advisors Marty Bowers and Jacob OsceolaJr. The survey findings, along with architectural analysis, historical research, and photographs and drawings,
add up to an informative and detailed exploration of chickees at
the intersection of architectural history and cultural analysis.
The book's thesis is that chickees have remained central to
Seminole identity, even as they have changed (e.g., incorporating
new building materials, used in novel ways). As Dilley puts it, "chickees are evolving to meet current needs without losing their cultural
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integrity. Although most Seminoles no longer live in chickees, they
are still an essential part of Seminole culture and identity" (xv).
Some readers will be most interested in chickee design and building methods: Dilley discusses materials used, illustrates thatching
patterns and other details, and chronicles current variations and
historical changes in building methods (but this is decidedly not
a how-to manual). Historians and anthropologists will value Dilley's interview- and archive-based accounts of the multiple meanings and values of chickees in Seminole communities. Through
the chickee, readers learn about U.S. government and private philanthropic efforts to assimilate and allegedly "improve" Seminole
lives in the mid-l 900s. Interviews with commercial chickee builders offer insights into market shifts due to non-Indian competition
in South Florida, as well as into changes within Seminole-owned
chickee building business that struggle to find Seminole employees
in the casino gaming era. Discussion of law informs readers about
restrictions on the harvest of chickee-building materials (under
Seminole law) and the naming of structures as chickees (under
state law). Dilley highlights builders' adaptations to the scarcity of
building materials caused by ecological and land use changes in
rural South Florida. Furthermore, she introduces readers to builders' rationales for incorporating new materials such as pressuretreated pine poles. Data from interviews show that chickees open
a window (or, more accurately, a side) into marriage and kinship,
gender relations, and other aspects of social organization. More
analysis of the relationship between chickees and Seminole sovereignty and governance would have been welcome.
The book's chronological organization has benefits and drawbacks. On the upside, historical change is readily understood as
such, profiled builders are credited for their innovations, and readers glimpse the larger political, economic, colonial, and cultural
contexts that effected change. The middle chapters-after brief
introductory ones on Native Anierican architecture and chickees as a form-offer thorough and illuminating accounts of how
chickees appeared in earlier scholarship and government reports
as well as in oral histories, historical photographs, and related
archival sources. This organization has at least two disadvantages.
First, the analytical themes (e.g., cultural symbols, shifting political economy, land use and ecology, gender relations, governance)
are muted by the focus on chronological change; second, Dilley's
most original data-from the 2009 chickee survey at Big Cypress
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and observations about current chickee use and resurgence-are
buried in the book's final chapters. Remarkably, the chickee survey
showed there to be more chickees than (all other) buildings on the
reservation. A table of chickee use categories provides a fascinating snapshot of changes that Dilley wrote about in other chapters:
for example, chickees used for recreation have become the most
numerous (138).
This welcome volume generates questions that it does not aim
or claim to answer in full: If, as Dilley argues, chickees long had
been primarily utilitarian structures, how should we understand
their present-day power as symbols and materializations of Seminole cultural identity? Dilley rightly emphasizes cultural tradition;
this then leads to the question of how the meaning and value of
culture and tradition themselves have shifted in recent Seminole and South Florida history. Thatched Roofs and Open Sides feels
not unlike the structures it analyzes: stable and secure, but with
"sides" open to further research and interpretation. It is a valuable book for readers interested in Native American architecture
as well as those-most notably, Seminole Tribe of Florida citizens
and employees-concerned with Seminole history and material
culture.
Jessica R. Cattelino

University of California, Los Angeles

Lincoln and the U.S. Colored Troops.
By John David Smith.
(Carbondale: Southern Illinois University Press, 2013.
Acknowledgments, notes, index. Pp.168. $24.95 cloth.)
The Concise Lincoln Library is a serial project of the Southern
Illinois University Press, which offers short volumes that deal with
one aspect or another of the life and times of the sixteenth president. The series includes offerings by such historians as Brian R.
Dirck (Lincoln and the Constitution) ,John F. Marszalek (Lincoln and
the Military), and John C. Rodrigue (Lincoln and Reconstruction), as
well as a dozen others. One recent addition to the series is John
David Smith's Lincoln and the U.S. Colored Troops. Smith teaches
history at the University of North Carolina (Charlotte) and edited
the collection titled Black Soldiers in Blue: African American Troops
in the Civil War Era (2002), to which he also contributed an essay.
Lincoln and the U.S. Colored Troops is organized into three parts: an
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introduction and chapter in which the story of the Civil War up
to Emancipation (and Lincoln's thought processes) are set forth;
three chapters having to do with the U.S. Colored Troops themselves; and an afterword.
Although Confederate leaders proclaimed from the very beginning that slavery lay at the bottom of the secessionist movement, Lincoln was reluctant to interfere with property rights, including the
right to own human beings, lest he tip the balance of public opinion
in the still-loyal border states: Maryland, Kentucky, and Missouri.
The Union general Benjamin Butler was far in advance of administration policy in May 1861 when he put escaped slaves to work at
Fort Monroe, Virginia, reasoning that since they were property, they
were "contraband of war," and subject to confiscation. Time and
again throughout the war, field commanders made decisions that
the administration only later, sometimes reluctantly, adopted.
As the rebellion persisted, and Union armies sustained a number of defeats (First and Second Manassas, Wilson's Creek, the
Seven Days' Battles outside Richmond), the North came to realize
that it was fighting a serious war, and Congress passed the First and
Second Confiscation Acts and the Militia Act of 1862, appropriating rebels' human property and putting it to work for the Union
cause. Army regulations changed so that officers were forbidden
to return escaped slaves to their owners. Finally, in the summer of
1862, Lincoln resolved to strike at the root of the rebellion, and
free all slaves in hostile territory; Union armies in the Mississippi
valley had seized much rebel-held territory during the previous
year and could be counted on to gain further ground in 1863.
By this time (January 1863), the Union's regional commanders
in Kansas, Louisiana and South Carolina had experimented with
raising regiments of black troops-independently of each otherand with varying degrees of interference from Washington. Now
the tap was opened to a vast reservoir of manpower. Before the
war was over, some 180,000 black men had served in the armies of
the North (although the greatest number at any one time came to
slightly more than 100,000, in April 1865). In the spring of 1865,
black soldiers alone outnumbered all Confederate soldiers in the
field, in all theaters of the war. All this, and Lincoln's reasoning at
various stages of the war, the author presents in a straightforward
and satisfactory manner.
When Smith deals with the Colored Troops themselves,
though, in chapters headed "Emancipation and Mobilization,"
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"Discrimination Front and Rear," and "Battles, Massacres, Parades,"
errors of fact and interpret~tion abound. Only a few instances can
be cited in a review of this length.
Smith states that the 9th Louisiana (African Descent) "lost
almost 45 percent of its men" in the fight at Milliken's Bend, "the
highest proportional loss by a unit in a single engagement in the
war" (78). At Gettysburg, the 1st Minnesota Infantry and the l 4lst
Pennsylvania Infantry each lost 75 percent or more of the men
present in their ranks. Horrendous losses among the troops most
heavily engaged could be expected in most large engagements of
the war.
Smith quotes exaggerated praise of the Colored Troops, and
from secondary sources, at that. "They charged and re-charged
and didn't know what retreat meant," one such source wrote about
the assault on the Confederate trenches at Port Hudson. "They
lost in their two regiments some four hundred men as near as I can
learn" (77-78). An eyewitness would have known that the charge
stopped short of its objective. Smith could easily have referred to
the Official Records and learned that casualties in the two regiments
amounted to 180 killed, wounded and missing (the Confederate
defenders suffered no casualties).
Smith cites General William T. Sherman's well-known aversion
to black people, and blames itfor Sherman's objection to the activities of recruiters from northern states who were trying to sign up
southern black men to meet their states' draft quotas. Sherman,
advancing on Atlanta in the summer of 1864, was operating at the
end of a supply line that stretched back to Louisville, and did not
want recruiters poaching expert civilian teamsters and roustabouts
and turning them into inept military recruits. Besides, Sherman
may be the only Union general on record as recognizing that the
first priority for newly freed male slaves was to take care of their
families, not to join the army.
Besides these, there are puzzling mistakes. For instance, there
was no such organization as "the Twenty-Fifth U.S. Cavalry" (111).
The 2nd U.S. Colored Infantry was organized in northern Virginia,
not in Philadelphia, and was hardly likely to have been stoned by a
hostile mob in that city (112). These and other errors throughout
the text make it impossible for this reviewer to recommend Lincoln
and the US, Colored Troops.
William A. Dobak
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Lincoln and Reconstruction. By John C. Rodrigue. (Carbondale:
Southern Illinois University Press, 2013. Acknowledgments,
notes, bibliography, index. Pp. x, 176. $19.95 cloth.)
Contemporary studies of Lincoln sometimes overemphasize
his progressiveness on race or wrongly assume that each policy
decision inevitably led to other commitments that seem logical
from a twenty-first century perspective. Rodrigue's valuable study
largely avoids these dangers and addresses an important subject
with insight and care. He shows that Lincoln's basic approach
to reconstruction was "restoration" but analyzes how and to what
extent decisions and events forced him "to expand his definition"
(3). Still, "by the end of the war, Lincoln had come nowhere near
working out the issues that a genuine reconstruction entailed,"
though "he had begun to think seriously about them" ( 4).
For Lincoln the war "was essentially about" inducing the rebels
"to renounce their Confederate loyalty and resume their allegiance
to the Union." Although emancipation raised a host of new issues,
Lincoln remained drawn to "a policy of conciliation" (86). Rodrigue
rightly recognizes that Lincoln "was the master of ambiguity when
it served his purpose" (114) and never fully resolved the "tensions
between his two modes of thought on reconstruction" (140).
Lincoln "saw colonization as integral to ridding the United
States of slavery, not just before the war but well into it; and once
the war commenced, colonization became central to his early
approach to reconstruction" (11). "[D]uring the first two years
of his presidency, he envisioned a United States without slavery as
one without black people" (25). However, the Emancipation Proclamation, the wartime service of black soldiers, and the failure of
colonization efforts altered his agenda in several respects.
With the Emancipation Proclamation whole regions, rather
than individuals, were defined as in rebellion, and "even loyal
slaveholders would lose their slaves" ( 35). The final proclamation
"broke the historic link between emancipation and colonization"
(42) . Free labor entailed broader social transformations, but what
form would they take? Would abolition "be a condition for state
readmission after January 1" (36)? What other conditions would
be required for readmission? How would one measure loyalty?
What would be the role of Congress?
Lincoln's ten-percent plan, announced at the end of 1863,
did not silence opposition to the Emancipation Proclamation or
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"preclude the possibility of Confederates suing for peace on the
basis of preserving slavery1' (73). Its provisions for amnesty were
clearly conciliatory. Nevertheless, it announced Lincoln's intention that abolishing slavery would be a condition of readmission.
Joining abolition to reunion brought "the restorationist and the
genuinely reconstructionist dimensions of Lincoln's approach to
reconstruction increasingly into conflict" (74). Rodrigue carefully
summarizes the events in occupied portions of Louisiana, Arkansas, and Tennessee, where Lincoln worked to establish loyal governments. He shows that Lincoln had made "little progress" by the
end of 1864 (108). Moreover, Congress, determined to have a role
in reconstruction and blocked admission of representatives from
any of the ten-percent governments.
To the end of his life Lincoln had a "divided mind on reconstruction." He hoped to bring the seceded states back into the
Union promptly, but he also endorsed black suffrage for some African Arrierican men in his last address. Much remained unclear.
"[E]ven by his death Lincoln had not quite fully embraced equality
before the law or black suffrage" (98); "it remained unclear whether ratification [of the 13th Arriendment] would be required for
readmission" (116); and "he ... gave no indication that he would
require black suffrage as a term of readmission" (142).
What Lincoln would have done, had he lived to finish his second term, remains one of the "history's great 'what-ifs"' (143).
Surely Rodrigue is correct, however, in saying that "as an eminently pragmatic politician," Lincoln would have been more flexible than Andrew Johnson and would have worked with Congress
( 4). Rodrigue also is persuasive in asserting that "a postwar reconstruction under Lincoln would have foundered not on race but
on economics" (5). Lincoln was "decidedly unsympathetic to land
confiscation" (126). His "approach to property, as was the case
with everything else during the war, was motivated by the goals
of regaining the allegiance of white southerners and ending the
rebellion." He would not have supported measures necessary "to
bring about the economic and political destruction of the southern
planter elite" (102).
The "errors" (110) that Lincoln made in dealing with Confederates during the last weeks of the war - such as encouraging Virginia's legislature to assemble - showed his desire to conciliate, his
hopes of gaining southern cooperation in reconstruction, and his
eagerness to end disorder and bloodshed. In spite of these facts,
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Rodrigue remains hesitant to accept parts of the detailed accounts
of the Hampton Roads Conference that Alexander Stephens and
John A. Campbell wrote immediately thereafter. Especially striking is his omission of the fact that both men recorded Secretary of
State Seward as suggesting to the Confederates -without any direct
contradiction from Lincoln - that they could block the ratification
of the 13th Amendment by promptly rejoining the Union. Yet Lincoln's Second Inaugural Address, and the proposed amendments
to the Constitution that he drafted immediately after the Hampton
Roads Conference, show that a desire for reconciliation dominated
his thinking at that point. Despite this reservation, it is clear that
Rodrigue has written a carefully researched, thoughtful, and valuable book that must be consulted by scholars in the future.
Paul D. Escott

Wake Forest University

A Cultural History ofthe Firstjazz and Blues Communities inJacksonville,
Florida, 1896-1916: A Contribution of African Americans to
American Theater. By Peter Dunbaugh Smith. (Lewiston, NY:
Edwin Mellen, 2015. Foreword, bibliography, index, Pp. v, 219.
$159.95 paper)
Jacksonville, Florida, was one of the social and cultural centers of the United States during the early twentieth century according to Peter Dunbaugh Smith in his well-written and extensively
researched book, A Cultural History of the First Jazz and Blues Communities in Jacksonville, Florida. Centering his study in the rich heritage
of the LaVilla community centered around the African American
enclave that is Ashley Street, Smith draws a line straight through
Jacksonville. He explores the impact of the many new cultural,
artistic, and theatrical movements which emerged during the early
part of the twentieth century. As vaudeville expanded and new
opportunities were created for talented African American artists
and performers, the LaVilla community fostered the intellectual
development of some of the best known actors, musicians, and
performers of the early twentieth-century era. African Americans
utilized the theater to articulate their feelings about America and
life after slavery.
Smith traces the various theatrical and artistic movements as
they impacted society and how each of them had a connection with
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Jacksonville. Early in the book, he focuses on the work of James
Weldon and Rosamond Johnson, two of the most prolific performers of this period, to demonstrate how they cross-pollenated much
of the cultural happenings of the period. Their parents, a school
teacher and head waiter, created opportunities for James Weldon
and Rosamond to develop intellectually and culturally. They were
reared in and around the culturally rich LaVilla community. The
theater life created in and around LaVilla worked as a magnet,
drawing talented performers from all over the world to the venues they offered. Jacksonville was a flourishing city with a thriving
African American arts community, which was fueled by the intellectual opportunities offered by those who congregated there . African
Americans flocked to the city during the Civil War, giving them
a numerical advantage there in terms of population for much of
the early twentieth century. A progressive, well-educated group of
freedmen created, for a time, a racial safe haven for opportunistic
African Americans in Jacksonville.
With one of Florida's few African American high schools,Jacksonville served as an incubator for the latent talent residing in the
South. Rosamond and James Weldon Johnson helped nurture
this talent and even participated in the cultural expansion which
occurred there. Rosamond Johnson, who was a classically trained
musician, lent his talents to training other local youth in music.
He was a creative genius who worked with his brother and others to develop the nascent African American theatrical community.
James Weldon Johnson was a highly educated teacher who was the
first African American to pass the Florida Bar. He later served as
principal of Stanton Normal school where he created a standard of
academic excellence which was unheard of in most of the South.
Together, the brothers found a welcoming and open audience in
Jacksonville, and later New York, for their musical and theatrical
contributions.
By the time the Johnsons came to national prominence, Jacksonville was well on its way to becoming a center of influence in
the arts. During Reconstruction, African Americans utilized their
numerical superiority to create a social life that was different from
many other parts of the South. After the 1901 fire, Jacksonville
found itself in a period of flux as literally thousands of people both
flocked to Jacksonville and left the city as a result of the destruction. As Jacksonville's citizens struggled to rebuild the city, racial
tensions were exacerbated and what had once been a fairly racially
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cohesive city deteriorated into a racial miasma which almost saw
James WeldonJohnson lynched. By 1905, the Johnson bothers had
disavowed their original love for their hometown and began to
refer to it as a "Cracker town." They moved to New York where they
plied their wares on the theater circuit achieving a level of success.
Meanwhile, the theater community survived and even thrived
in Jacksonville. Ashley Street was the location of several well
respected theaters, which nurtured the talents of some of the
most respected African American entertainers. There were several
prominent figures who invested in the arts and helped Jacksonville
establish a theatrical community which drew entertainers from
all over the country. Whether it was the Blues, Jazz, Vaudeville, or
minstrelsy, Jacksonville proved to be a wonderful place to show
off one's skills. Many of the acts developed on Jacksonville's stages
were later tried out on larger audiences and then made into international successes.
Smith utilizes a plethora of sources mining almost all of the
major scholarly sources. He puts together an engaging narrative
which sticks closely to its thesis. The book is very well organized
and researched and has many anecdotal references to back up his
points. It is a good read and provides a useful analysis for understanding the role of the arts in the public life of African Americans. I highly recommend this book for anyone who is interested
in understanding the cultural life of African Americans during
the early twentieth century and especially recommend this book
to anyone who wants to understand the role African Americans
played inJacksonville's cultural development.
Abel A. Bartley

Clemson University

The Flarida Land Boom of the 1920s. By Gregg M. Turner. Qefferson,
NC: McFarland, 2015. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index.
Pp. 183. $39.95 paper.)

Gregg Turner, who has written several books about the railroad
history of Florida, provides yet another colorful book in The Florida
Land Boom of the 1920s. California's gold rush of 1849 and the Klondike gold rush of 1898 pale when compared to the Florida land
boom of 1925. Florida's boom was the greatest speculative frenzy
in history.
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Turner makes important contributions to Florida history by capturing the madness in paradise, which reflected the mood of the
country during the Roaring Twenties. America rebelled against the
so-called morality of the Great War and Prohibition. Making money
was the national obsession as business became the new religion. President Calvin Coolidge, who agreed that business was a religion, was
the nation's foremost promoter. Because unemployment was low
and production was high, Coolidge-prosperity seemed real to most
Americans, who thought it would last forever. Between 1920 and 1929
annual automobile production more than doubled, and by 1929, 26.
7 million cars were traveling on thousands of miles of new roads.
A different kind of snowbird migrated to Florida in the 1920s
as compared to the 1890s. Instead of traveling in private railroad
cars, middle-class boomers headed south in their Fords. Indeed,
the leading businessman of the day was Henry Ford, whose methods of mass production created the car culture. He gave the middle
class a new life-style and a feeling of limitless opportunity. By 1927,
the Ford Motor Company had sold 15 million cars at a cost as low
as $290 each. Behind the wheel of a Model T, the average American
felt prosperous and free. The car liberated the farmer from the
farm and the factory worker from the city. It turned the country
into a nation of nomads. Searching for adventure and bonanza,
hordes of modern pioneers drove to the last frontier. They found a
speculative boom of historic proportions.
Florida's climate, new roads, and low taxes had appeal, but
the chance of easy money fueled the hysteria. Real estate promoters littered the state with subdivisions while tales of quick profits
caught the attention of the nation. Even William Jennings Bryan,
the former secretary of state and three time Democratic nominee
for president, became a believer in Florida. When he was not crusading for anti-evolution laws, Bryan lectured about the virtues of
God's sunshine. At the end of his career, Bryan used his considerable credibility to peddle Florida real estate. George Edgar Merrick,
the developer of Coral Gables, paid Bryan as much as $100,000 a
year in cash and real estate, to promote his project. The "Great
Commoner" Bryan died at the height of the boom. He spent his
last days telling prospects that "Miami was the only city in the world
where you could tell a lie at breakfast that would come true by
evening." Bryan's fervor was not lost on his benefactor. Merrick, a
captive of his own publicity, asserted that Coral Gables was: "Where
Your Castles in Spain Are Made Real" (58, 60, 63) !
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Turner also focused on Addison Mizner, an architect who
reached the pinnacle of promoters. Mizner designed a grandiose
plan to transform obscure Boca Raton into "the Dream City of the
Western World." The ego and imagination of Mizner epitomized
the promoters in paradise. After purchasing two miles of oceanfront
and sixteen thousand undeveloped acres, which was an immense
project even by boom standards, the Mizner Development Corporation effusively declared in nationwide newspaper advertisements:
"ART AND NATURE unite to create the world's most beautiful and
distinctive resort of wealth and fashion in the newly conceived and
now actually building BOCA RATON" (81, 82).
In 1925, Mizner's company announced "the Culminating
Achievement of an INSPIRED ARCHITECT," a new development
that would feature a $6 million oceanfront hotel named "Castillo Del Rey (King's Castle)" (80). It would be the world's "most
complete and artistic hostelry" with 1,000 rooms and hundreds of
apartments. Even though casino gambling was illegal, the resort
city would include a casino, along with a polo field, two worldclass golf courses, tennis courts, private beaches, an airport, and
a marina to house the yachts that would be cruising through the
lagoons and lakes of Boca Raton's twenty miles of waterways. A new
generation of conquistadors would know when they reached the
enchanted land. They would leave behind the congested Dixie
Highway to enter Camino Real, a royal highway inspired by Rio
de Janeiro's famous Botafogo Canal. To capture the romance of
the Old World, a Venetian Canal would run through the center of
the road, and imported Italian gondolas would ferry prospects and
guests throughout the development (80).
Turner's book about the boom in paradise is well-researched
and well-written. Anyone interested in the history of Florida will
want to add this book to their collection.
Raymond B. Vickers

I

Florida State University

Democracy Abroad, Lynching at Home: Racial Violence in Rorida.
By Tameka Bradley Hobbs. (Gainesville: University Press of
Florida, 2015. Acknowledgements, figures, notes, bibliography,
index. Pp xiv, 273. $74.95 cloth.)
Tameka Bradley Hobbs first learned the name Willie James
Howard from a professor when she was sophomore at Florida

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol95/iss1/1

126

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 95, Number 1

BOOK REVIEWS

123

A&M University. She grew up in Live Oak, where in 1944 white
men forced the barely pubescent boy to jump into the Suwannee
River in front of his father. The young Howard received a summary
death penalty for offering some innocently intimate words to the
daughter of one of his killers. After Willie's father watched him die,
his killers drove the elder Howard back to work.
In the acknowledgements of her powerful new book, Hobbs
describes the moment when her grandfather confirmed the truth
of Howard's story for her. It was the first time she had ever discussed his life during Jim Crow. It led Hobbs to a deeper, sadder
understanding of her grandfather: "His seemingly prideful determination to accumulate wealth. His sometimes explosive anger.
His forceful command of the household, his church, his neighborhood, and everyone he encountered within them. He demanded
respect from everyone, perhaps in order to compensate for the
habitual disrespect of his humanity, his manhood that he had experienced during his life. Growing up as a black boy in the segregated
South, my grandfather swallowed many a bitter pill, and that bitterness shaped the man he eventually became. He survived the same
society that killed Willie James Howard and lived to tell the story.
He was not, however, without scars" (xiv).
America uses so many euphemisms - lynching, Jim Crow, racism - for forcing a man to watch his son murdered as a traditional
method of governing. They are inadequate to the task of documenting the compounding generational desolation of living at the
sharp end of that system.
To strip away the euphemism and reveal what's beneath, to
link what has happened to what is happening should be the purpose of history. It's where Hobbs' book succeeds brilliantly and
heartbreakingly.
And that makes Democracy Abroad, Lynching at Home a bit of a
misleading title. At its core, Hobbs' book revolves around powerful
case studies of four World War II-era lynchings in rural northwest
Florida. These are riveting historical journalism, based largely on
oral histories and other existing sources. Discussion at the beginning and end of the book seeks to place the four stories in the context of two general historical forces: 1) The transition of extra-legal
racial violence from the open, macabre spectacle of the mass mob
into secretive and more publicly palatable, "private mobs." The
transition is best represented by the difference between Claude
Neal's hideous open festival of mutilation in 1934 Marianna and
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Hobbs' account of Cellos Harrison's secretive murder in 1943
Marianna. 2) How the need to counter German and Japanese
propaganda about American racial violence and hypocrisy helped
pressure Florida and the United States to stamp out lynching.
Both forces are real and Hobbs explains them elegantly with
well-researched insight. But the World War II theme doesn't seem
hugely applicable to the actual lynchings Hobbs describes. Other
than perhaps forcing local law enforcement to pretend to care, war
effort concerns intersect with lynching politics more at a national
level.
And the private mob transition, which is essentially a history
of anti-lynching forces in Florida, suffers from the same hole that
Florida's general historiography does. It doesn't reckon with the
very real and at times violent confrontation between Florida state
power and mob rule between 1923 and 1928. A handful of sheriffs
and prosecutors, along with Florida governor John Martin, gradually beat back many of the public mobs terrorizing multi-racial victims throughout most of Florida. Lynchings retreated, as Hobbs
points out, to rural and isolated areas, like Florida's "Black Belt"
counties.
Abstract moral advocacy mattered in reducing lynching. But
it is only part of the story. The sporadic, but forceful, application
of police power in 1920s Florida upped the price for vigilantism
as well. This stands out against the indifferent incompetence, if
not active participation, of police and state officials in Hobbs'
accounts. In any event, the case studies themselves are the beating
heart of Hobbs' book. Methodical and measured in tone, Hobbs
takes the official accounts of the lynchers seriously. And then she
carefully deconstructs them. The violence and state-sanctioned terrorism of lynching is bad enough; but it was always accompanied
by an apparatus of falsehood explicitly designed to prevent justice
or even comfort.
Thus, the suffering and terror of whole families and communities reverberates forward through time from the moment of violence. Hobbs' book explores this grim landscape of post-lynching
lying and psychology with great care and emotional intelligence.
The official story of the Howard killing became that the lynchers only meant to scare the boy. Instead, he committed suicide
by jumping into Suwannee River in a burst of panic. Authorities
forced Howard's father to participate in the lie. It wasn't until
months later, with the help of Harry T. Moore, that James Howard
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could give his account of knowing his son would be murdered in
front of him - and then saying goodbye. Hobbs points out that a
Suwannee County constable, one year later, forced a black World
War I veteran to jump to his death in the Suwannee River, just like
Willie Howard. Hobbs also notes that "life went on as usual" for
the Goff family, whose daughter Cynthia was the girl toward whom
Willie directed his innocently flirtatious language. Specifically,
"ThatJune they held a swimming party at the Suwannee Springsthe very place six months earlier where Phil Goff forced Willie
James Howard to jump to his death ... Later in September, Cynthia
Goff was elected junior class treasurer at Suwannee County High
School" (146). Meanwhile, James and Lula Howard, Willie's parents, left Live Oak almost immediately. Writes Hobbs, "The lynchers made the decision to intentionally emasculate Qames Howard],
forcing him to stand by and witness the murder of his only child.
While James Howard was not physically harmed, he was socially
castrated by being forced to witness the symbols of his manhood
being destroyed: his ability to protect his child and the loss of his
progeny-his male heir who would have borne the standard of his
family's name and lineage" (144).
Mapping and comparing these two authentic, irreconcilable
American stories is hard, painful, thankless work. In taking it up,
Tameka Bradley Hobbs has done her home town, her state, and
her country a great service.
Billy Townsend

Lakeland, Florida

Crossing the Line: Women's Interracial Activism in South Carolina during
and after World War II. By Cherisse Jones-Branch. (Gainesville:
University of Florida Press, 2014. Acknowledgements, notes,
bibliography, index. Pp. x, 176. $69.95 cloth.)

Women played a significant role in the Civil Rights Movement,
though their actions were often unheralded, both at the time and
in subsequent scholarship. Much has been done to rectify the latter, to which we can now add Cherisse Jones:..Branch's estimable
study of women in South Carolina during the 1940s, 1950s, and
1960s.
Jones-Branch, an associate professor of history at Arkansas
State University, rightly focuses on women's organizations-their
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development, leadership, and integration-to gauge the extent
to which women were active in the major civil rights battles that
affected the Palmetto State. Among the major organizations that
figure inJones-Branch's analysis are United Church Women, South
Carolina's largest YWCAs (located in Greenville, Columbia, and
Charleston), and the National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People (NAACP). Nonetheless, Jones-Branch wisely
avoids anthropomorphizing institutions, always keeping historical
actors at the center of her discussions.
A fascinating aspect of these organizations is the portrait that
emerges of the Greenville YWCA. While Greenville itself was (and
remains) politically and religiously conservative, the Greenville
YWCA was among the most progressive racial voices in the entire
state. According to Jones-Branch, by the mid-1940s the Greenville
YWCA had "made the strongest efforts ... to improve conditions for
African Americans and women in the state" (55). Subsequently, the
Greenville YWCA supported the Brown decision; attacked attempts
to block desegregation; gradually desegregated its own organization; opposed repeal of South Carolina's compulsory school attendance law; and supported two lawsuits to desegregate the Greenville
airport and county library system in the 1960s. Jones-Branch suggests that the YWCA's views might have been influenced by the fact
that slavery had never flourished in Upstate South Carolina, which
meant that the number of African Americans was low compared to
other parts of the state. Nevertheless, she believes that the biggest
factor was the desire of Greenville's business leaders to promote a
"progressive image for the city" in order to encourage investment
(55). While this supposition is reasonable, it begs the question of
why business leaders in other Southern cities did not feel similarly
inclined.
The strengths of the book include the mini-biographies that
Jones-Branch provides of the salient personages that populate her
narrative. Among these are Septima Clark (South Carolina educator and civil rights activist), Edith Mitchell Dabbs (a leader of
the United Council of Church Women of South Carolina), Wil
Lou Gray (a pioneer of adult education in South Carolina), Hattie
Duckett Logan (founder of the Phyllis Wheatley Center in Greenville), Modjeska Monteith Simpkins (a co-founder of the South
Carolina NAACP), and Alice Norwood Spearman Wright (Executive Director of the South Carolina Council on Human Relations).
Jones-Branch also understandably highlights one man-Federal
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Judge]. Waties Waring-,.-for his profound influence on civil rights
jurisprudence, notably his decision in Briggs. v. Elliot, in which he
ruled that the separate but equal doctrine was unconstitutional.
Jones-Branch also highlights the lesser-known impact of a speech
given by Waring's wife at the Charleston YWCA in 1950. In short,
she excoriated the doctrine of racial supremacy, which consequently caused many whites to denounce her with almost evangelical fervor. Jones-Branch skillfully uses this episode to illustrate the
intersection of gender, racial ideology, and institutional politics.
In this otherwise fine study, a few topics might have received
further investigation. Jones-Branch notes that most South Carolinians lived in rural areas or towns of fewer than 2,500 inhabitants in
1940, and yet her analysis focuses on urban centers. To what extent
(if any) does that skew our perception of race relations in South
Carolina? Even among urban areas, Jones-Branch acknowledges
important differences-for example, between Greenville/Columbia versus Charleston; a fuller accounting of Charleston's relative
conservatism would have been helpful. Elsewhere, with reference
to religion, Jones-Branch indicates that she concentrated on Protestant women because they represented the largest religious group
in South Carolina. Given the strain of social justice within Catholicism, as well as the size and age of Charleston's Jewish community,
additional discussion of Catholic and Jewish activism would have
enriched the narrative, particularly in light of the author's comment that ecumenicalism was "less extensive" in South Carolina
than in other parts of the country- a comment that seems to raise
more questions than it answers (119).
A final observation concerns terminology. The title of the book
suggests that white and African American women agreed over, and
cooperated in, racial activism. To be sure,Jones-Branch attempts to
give white women as much credit as possible, concluding that their
efforts, while "limited," supported "racial and social change" (124).
Nevertheless, the evidence adduced by Jones-Branch provides
only minimal corroboration that black and white women shared
objectives or tactics. Jones-Branch admits as much throughout the
narrative, but only in the epilogue does she make the necessary
analytical distinction explicit: African American women supported
racial "activism," while-for the most part- white women supported racial "understanding," the former encompassing far more than
the latter (121). If this distinction had been made clearer from
the very beginning- and had the book's title reflected it-then, in
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the pages that followed, the "limited" (and sometimes even counter-productive) actions of white women would have been more
explicable.
These minor concerns aside,Jones-Branch has provided historians, students, and the general public with an enlightening, wellwritten, and timely study. It should be read by anybody with an
interest in the development-and continually unfolding story-of
racial justice in American society.
A. Scott Henderson

Furman University

Jim Crow Wisdom: Memory & Identity in Black America since 1940.
By Jonathan Holloway. (Chapel Hill: University of North
Carolina Press, 2013. Acknowledgements, illustrations, notes,
bibliography, index. Pp. xiv, 288. $39.95 cloth.)
I could say this book is a pleasure to read, for in many ways it is.
It is beautifully written and brimming with insight. In terms of style,
the great care given to form is unusual in an academic book. This
adds to the reading pleasure. What is not a pleasure however is the
disturbing content, all the subtle ways racism continues to haunt
the United States. Americans may like to think of their society as
'post racist,' a thought reinforced by having a black president in
the White House. Image is not reality though, as Jonathan Holloway shows in this riveting book. For some Americans, racism is
something that happened in the South many years ago. The idea
brings forth images of white robes and burning crosses, things
which disappeared, they assume, with the civil rights movement
and the canonization of Martin Luther King Jr. Holloway reveals a
more subtle racism, the everyday racism which permeates the black
experience in America even today.
The first part of the title, 'Jim Crow Wisdom," refers to the
common sense knowledge gained from that experience, knowledge
which must be passed on over the generations. Jim Crow wisdom
is what black parents must offer their children if they are to get by
without too much 'embarrassment.' One of the dilemmas of black
parenting is the timing of just when, at what age, and how, in what
context, this knowledge is transmitted to their children. For Holloway, it occurred on the way to grade school in his father's car. Mixing personal memory with historical analysis, the author dispenses
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Jim Crow wisdom to the reader throughout the book's chapters.
His aim is to convey how the "black voice .. .is articulated through
personal and public memories" (3). This is achieved through an
analysis of the arts and popular culture, tourist guides and sites,
and scholarly literature. There is a telling discussion of the guide
books written for prospective African American travelers, a form
of popular literature many readers will most likely be surprised to
learn about. The issue of which motel to stay at, for example, is
usually an economic matter. This was not so for blacks of course,
where one had to look for subtle cues, such as the name or location
of the place. The same was true for satisfying other bodily needs,
like eating and using the restroom. In one telling example of this
Jim Crow wisdom, the author recounts how his father, an Air Force
colonel, insisted that his son 'go to the bathroom' before the start
on an automobile journey. This might be something all parents of
small children are likely to do, but not for the same reason. The
difference is telling.
In addition to the many profound and moving examples from
his growing up, the author skillfully weaves in issues of more academic concern. The introduction takes up the distinction between
history and memory, as well as the notion of collective memory,
especially as it relates to race. The idea and reality of 'black memory' is what the book intends to exemplify. Holloway clearly sides
with those who believe that memory, though it may be rooted in
individual consciousness, is thoroughly social in content. While
acknowledging that 'memory and history are fundamentally at
odds with each other' (9), he holds that each has its own value and
validity. The role of music and the arts in articulating the black
experience, and thus black memory, is given an important place. I
was especially enlightened by the inclusion of dance, most particularly the Alvin Ailey Dance Theater, in this process. The continued
rise of a black middle class in the United States has extended the
means through which the black experience is rep resented.
Jim Crow Wisdom reminds me of Richard Sennett and Jonathan Cobb's classic book The Hidden Injuries of Class (1972). In fact,
the book under review might well have been titled "The Hidden
Injuries of Race." Jonathan Holloway grew up in comfortable middle class surroundings, his parents were well-educated and, as the
son of a high ranking officer, he never experienced many of the
everyday cruelties his book recounts. His first hand experiences
of Jim Crow America were mild, as he most readily admits; others
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had it much worse. The force of Holloway's book is that it reveals
the more deeply hidden injuries of race as they include the middle class, the ones rarely seen from the outside. This is his great
contribution.
Ron Eyerman

Yale University

Destination Dirie: Tourism & Southern History. Edited by Karen
L. Cox. (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2012.
Acknowledgments, figures, illustrations, index. Pp. ix, 320.
$39.95 cloth.)
Tourism has long been an important industry in the South,
but only in recent years have historians turned their attention to
the industry's history. A collection of thirteen essays edited and
introduced by Karen L. Cox, Destination Dixie is the latest book to
shed light on the multifaceted world of southern tourism. It does
so through the lens of memory. Focusing on attempts to memorialize and celebrate the history of the South, from Florida to Missouri,
the essays collectively reveal the contested ground of history and
memory, exposing the ironies and struggles inherent in the process of packaging that history for tourist consumption.
Cox has done an admirable job of gathering essays that cover
touristic treatment of a broad chronological and geographical
swath of southern history, from Sarah M. Goldberger's straightforward narrative of the preservation and presentation of Yorktown National Battlefield in Virginia to Glenn T. Eskew's essay
chronicling the competing visions of tourism promoters in Selma,
Alabama. Given Cox's expertise in dealing with the interplay of
imagery and southern history, it is not surprising that most of the
essays deal with elements of this topic. In his essay on the Great
Smoky Mountains National Park, Richard D. Starnes finds that the
National Park Service was beholden to romantic images of Appalachia - its natural environment and its inhabitants - and ultimately
presented to tourists a "scripted wilderness with a sanitized view of
human history that reinforced and validated their existing notions
... " (280). Alisa Y Harrison found the romanticism of the Old
South in full display at the 1969 opening of North Carolina's Somerset Place State Historic Site, which "suppressed African American history and embedded white supremacy deeply within the
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site's interpretive approach" (127). In his study of Tupelo, Mississippi's efforts to commemorate the boyhood home of Elvis Presley,
Michael T. Bertrand probes the intersection of community memory and class. Tupelo's decision to gussy up the shotgun home of the
impoverished Presleys reflects an uneasy relationship between the
city's better sort and the story of Tupelo's most famous son, a relationship bound to churn up images of inequality and oppression.
Race plays a key role in most of the case studies in Destination Dixie. John Walker Davis and Jennifer Lynn Gross take to
task the tone deaf white leadership of Calhoun County, Alabama,
where the problem is the imbalance between what is celebrated
(a reconstructed iron furnace that never produced iron and an
insignificant Civil War "battle") and what is not (the nationally
significant Annis ton bus burning of 1961.) Barclay Key skillfully
relates the frequently contentious and always awkward process by
which Lawrence County, Alabama, honored its most famous son,
Olympic legend Jesse Owens, with a monument and park. A story
involving both racial cooperation and continuing racial tension,
Key's essay could be summed up in a phrase that applies to many of
the book's essays and to the twenty-first century South in general:
making progress but slowly and incompletely. That seems to be the
conclusion of Ethan]. Kytle and Blain Roberts's anthropologicalhistorical examination of tourism in Charleston, South Carolina,
where the version of history related to the tourist depends largely
on the tour one chooses. In spite of recent attempts to desegregate the city's past, most tourists still receive a strong dose of Old
South mythology at the expense of the role and reality of slavery.
"(P)erhaps the most we can hope for," the authors suggest, "is
that the city's public memory be freed from the strangling grip of
myth" (152). The competing memories motivated by racial cleavages come into sharpest focus in what is probably the book's most
compelling and balanced essay, Eskew's "Selling the Civil Rights
Movement through Black Empowerment in Selma, Alabama."
With its antebellum mansion museum, its Civil War battle site,
and its National Voting Rights Museum and Selma to Montgomery
National Historic Trail, "Selma's marketplace of cultural heritage"
provides a home for "contradictory government-sponsored commemorations ... [and] allows for diverse ideologies to compete
within the realms of southern memory" (161). The only thing on
which Selma's diverse tourism promoters agree is the importance
of tourism for propping up the city's crumbling economy.
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Collectively, the essays reflect a couple of prominent themes.
Tourism operates within a marketplace where memories and histories compete with one another for attention and money, and the
purveyors of historical tourism consequently do not always respond
to the motivations and compunctions of academic history, in spite
of the protests of idealistic historians. This competitive marketplace
continues to provide a range of historical interpretations based
on competing memories of the South, as in Selma or Charleston.
Sometimes the purveyors of historical tourism attempt to encapsulate the disparate strands of the southern experience in one place.
In "A Monument to Many Souths,"]. Vincent Lowery finds this to
be the case at Stone Mountain Park near Atlanta, where a laser-light
show projects the image of Martin Luther King, Jr. onto the granite mountainside holding the carved monuments of Confederate
heroes. The essays also suggest a tradition of agency on the part of
historical tourism entrepreneurs, from North Carolina's Cherokee
"chiefs" to African American tour guides seeking to relay an alternative version of Charleston's history. Andrew K. Frank illustrates
the agency of the Seminoles as they conformed to tourist desires
and profited from a crafted, imaginary past. "More often than not,
the pay-per-view events created rather than displayed authentic
views of Seminole culture and tradition" (294).
For academic historians it is a sober reminder that many more
people will absorb history and historical interpretations at public
history sites, many of which operate in the marketplace of history
and memory. As these essays illustrate, "interpretation at historic
sites has not necessarily caught up with the scholarship" (6).

Brooks Blevins
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FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWS
THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY ARCHAEOLOGICAL
INSTITUTE (FHSAI)
The Florida Historical Society (FHS) has established a new
department focusing on the intersection of history and archaeology. FHS launched the Florida Historical Society Archaeological
Institute (FHSAI) on March 4, 2014.
Established in 1856, the Florida Historical Society has been
supporting archaeology in the state for more than a century.
FHS was the first state-wide organization dedicated to the preservation of Florida history and prehistory, as stated in our 1905
constitution. We were the first state-wide organization to preserve
Native American artifacts such as stone pipes, arrowheads, and pottery, and the first to actively promote and publish archaeological
research dating back to the early 1900s. Archaeology enthusiast
Clarence B. Moore became a Member of the Florida Historical
Society in 1907, and donated his written works to the Library of
Florida History.
From the early twentieth century to the present, leading Florida archaeologists have had their work published in the FHS journal, The Florida Historical Quarterly. The Florida Historical Society
was instrumental in the creation of the position of State Archaeologist and the establishment of the Florida Anthropological Society
(FAS) in the 1940s, and served as host of the Florida Public Archaeology Network (FPAN) East Central Region from 2010 through
2013. Under the direction ofFHS, the East Central Region was one
of FPAN's most successful.

[133]
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Today, FHS is continuing our long tradition of supporting
archaeology in the state with the Florida Historical Society Archaeological Institute (FHSAI). The mission statement says that FHSAI
"is dedicated to educating the public about Florida archaeology
through research, publication, educational outreach, and the promotion of complimentary work by other organizations."

FLORIDA FRONTIERS: THE WEEKLY RADIO MAGAZINE OF
THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Florida Frontiers: The Weekly Radio Magazine of the Florida Historical
Society, airing on public radio stations throughout the state, continues to be one of our most successful educational outreach projects.
The program is a combination of interview segments and produced
features covering history-based events, exhibitions, activities, places, and people in Florida. The program explores the relevance of
Florida history to contemporary society and promotes awareness of
heritage and culture tourism options in the state.
The first section of the program each week is a longform NPR-style piece from Florida Frontiers producer and host Ben
Brotemarkle, Executive Director of the Florida Historical Society.
He talks with authors of books about Florida history and culture;
takes listeners to historic sites around the state; discusses important
issues dealing with education and preservation; and demonstrates
how learning about our history and culture can provide a sense of
community to Floridians today.
The second section of the program is a conversation between
Ben Brotemarkle and FHS Director of Educational Resources Ben
DiBiase about various items in our archive at the Library of Florida
History in Cocoa. Recent discussions have focused on the Seminole
War journal ofJohn W. Phelps, the Florida State Census, and Hugh
Willoughby's crossing of the Everglades in 1898.
The third section of the program is produced by Robert Cassanello, Associate Professor of History at the University of Central
Florida and an award-winning podcaster. Cassanello's segment has
recently featured a look at the 1916 election in Florida, the use of
pipes by indigenous· tribes, and elegant railroad dining cars ..
The program is edited by FHS Director of Media Production,
Jon White.
Florida Frontiers: The Weekly Radio Magazine of the Florida Historical
Society is currently broadcast on 90.7 WMFE Orlando, Thursdays at
6: 30 pm and Sundays at 4:00 pm.; 88.1 WUWF Pensacola, Fridays at
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5:30 p.m.; 89.9 ~CT Jacksonville, Mondays at 6:30 pm; 89.5 WFIT
Melbourne, Sundays at 7:00 a.m.; 88.9 WQCS Ft. Pierce, Mondays
at 6:30 p.m.; 89.1 WUFT Gainesville, Saturdays at 6:00 am and Sundays at 7:30 a.m.; and 90.l ~UF Inverness, Saturdays at 6:00 am
and Sundays at 7:30 a.m. Check your local NPR listings for additional airings. The program is archived on the Florida Historical
Society web site and accessible any time at www.myfloridahistory.
org/frontiers.
Florida Frontiers: The Weekly Radio Magazine of the Florida Historical
Society is made possible in part by the Jessie Ball duPont Fund and
by Florida's Space Coast Office of Tourism, representing destinations from Titusville to Cocoa Beach to Melbourne Beach.

"THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY PRESENTS:
FRONTIERS":FLORIDA
THE TELEVISION SERIES
The public television series The Florida Historical Society Presents:
Florida Frontiers is now airing throughout the state. The first season
of the television series has ten episodes that are airing monthly.
The television version of Florida Frontiers is a series of half-hour documentaries focusing on a wide variety of topics relating to Florida
history and culture. The episodes in the first season of Florida Frontiers are:
FFIV S:Ol E:Ol-The Civil War in Florida
Florida's involvement in the Civil War includes the Battle of
Olustee and the sinking of the Maple Leaf.
FFIV S:Ol E:02-Everyday People Making History
Everyday people make history happen including author Stetson Kennedy and Civil Rights activist Barbara Vickers.
FFIV S:Ol E:03-Exploring New Worlds
From Spanish colonization to the manned exploration of
space, Florida establishes the boundaries of the Modern Era.
FFIV S:Ol E:04--The Windover People
The Windover Dig in Titusville, Florida, was one of the most
important archaeological discoveries in the world.
FFIV S:Ol E:05-Florida Nature Meets Florida Culture
We visit Vizcaya Museum and Gardens, Bok Tower Gardens,
Atlantic Center for the Arts, and Morikami Museum andJapanese
Gardens.
FFIV S:Ol E:06-The Lost Years of Zora Neale Hurston
Florida writer, folklorist, and anthropologist Zora Neale Hurston was one of the most celebrated figures of the Harlem Renaissance, but died in obscurity.
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FF1V S:Ol E:07-The Barber-Mizell Family Feud of 1870
Florida in the 1870s was every bit as wild as the Wild West, as
demonstrated by the infamous Barber-Mizell Family Feud.
FF1V S:Ol E:08-Tarpon Springs Epiphany
For more than a century, the Greek community in Tarpon
Springs has held a unique Epiphany celebration.
FF1V S:Ol E:09-Fort Mose: America's First Free Black
Community
Established near St. Augustine in 1738, Gracia Real de Santa
Teresa de Mose was the first legal community of former slaves.
FF1V S:Ol E:lO-Florida Folk Festival
The annual Florida Folk Festival celebrates and preserves the
stories, music, dance, crafts, and food of the Sunshine State.
The Florida Historical Society Presents: Florida Frontiers is airing on
public television stations including WUCF Orlando, WPBT South
Florida, ~CT Jacksonville, WGCU Fort Myers, WUFT Gainesville,
WUSF Tampa, and WFSU Tallahassee.
The program is written, produced and hosted by Ben Brotemarkle. Field production, post production, and editing are by Jon
White. Program sponsors include the Jessie Ball duPont Fund,
Florida's Space Coast Office of Tourism; and the Department of
State, Division of Historical Resources and the State of Florida.

THE FIRST ANNUAL FLORIDA FRONTIERS FESTIVAL
The first annual Florida Frontiers Festival will be held Saturday,
November 12, from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm, at the Brevard Museum of
History and Natural Science in Cocoa. Featured performers will
include Florida bluesman Ben Prestage, the Bethune-Cookman
University Gospel Choir, and singer-songwriter Chris Kahl. There
will be food, vendors, demonstrations, and children's activities. The
event will coincide with the opening of the new exhibition "Stetson
Kennedy's Multicultural Florida." The Brevard Museum of History
and Natural Science is at 2201 Michigan Avenue, Cocoa, FL

THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 2017 ANNUAL
MEETING AND SYMPOSIUM
The Florida Historical Society 2017 Annual Meeting and Symposium will be held May 18-22 aboard the Carnival cruise ship
Sensation. The theme of the conference is "Islands in the Stream:
Exploring History and Archaeology in Key West and Cozumel."
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The ship will leave from Miami with visits to historic sites in Key
West and the Mayan ruins in Tulum. Featured speakers will include
Robert Kerstein, author of Key West on the Edge: Inventing the Conch
Republic, and Sandra Starr, Senior Researcher Emerita, Smithsonian Institution, discussing "Maya Mariners, the Yucatan, and Florida: A Researcher's Tale of Seduction into the Cross-Gulf Travel
Theory." Additional paper presentations, round table discussions,
and conference activities will be included. Registration information is available now at www.myfloridahistory.org.

Ronda Historical Quarterly News
The Rorida Historical Quarterly enters a new era with this issue
of the Quarterly. In addition to being the fourth special issue in the
six-issue series commemorating the 500th anniversary of Florida history after the landing of Ponce de Leon, this is the first issue that is
being made available to subscribers in a digital format. For those
reading this in digital format, you should be able to click on urls in
the text and in footnotes and follow the links to the cited sources.
If the link does not work, one of two problems may be responsible:
the url is too long to fit on one line of text (the program used to
present the digital Quarterly does not wrap) or the link is no longer
active and/ or has moved to a new url. In either case, you may have
success if you copy and paste the link into your browser.

FHQWEBSITE
The Florida Historical Quarterly now has its own website. Previously Quarterly patrons found information about the journal on the
Florida Historical Society webpage or on the University of Central
Florida Department of History webpage. You can still reach the
Quarterly through those sites. Now, however, you can find the FHQ
at its own, expanded site: http:/ /fhq.cah.ucf.edu
On the Home page, users can see the editorial staff, connect to
JSTOR and PALMM, see the current Facebook posts, and Donate.
A Current Issue page shows the cover and the Table of Contents of the most recent issue.
The Thompson Award page lists award winners since 2000.
The Submissions page provides guidelines for manuscript submissions, book reviewers, and advertising.
The Membership tab takes you directly to the membership
page of the FHS.

Published by STARS, 2016

141

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 95 [2016], No. 1, Art. 1

138

FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

E-FHQ connects you to the FHQpodcasts; FHQ Online informs
readers about JSTOR, Florida Heritage, and PALMM. Within a
few weeks, FHQ online will also offer its first fully online article:
"Florida's Early West Point Cadets" by Erwin]. Wunderlich. We are
also planning to highlight the FHQ digital research that our students have been conducting in this space. Keep looking for these
additions.
The Copyright and Permissions tab informs users about copyright and permission to use requirements.
FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLYPODCASTS
The Florida Historical Quarterly has entered a new era of media.
Dr. Robert Cassanello, Associate Professor of History at the University of Central Florida and a member of the FHQ editorial board,
has accepted a new role as the coordinator for podcast productions.
In conjunction with the Public History programs at UCF, Dr. Cassanello will produce a podcast for each issue of the Quarterly. Each
podcast will consist of an interview with one of the authors from
the most recent issue of the Quarterly. The podcasts are uploaded
to iTunes University and are available to the public at http://publichis torypodcas t. blogspot. com I.
Dr. Jack E. Davis on his article "Sharp Prose for Green: John
D. MacDonald and the First Ecological Novel," which appeared in
Volume 87, no. 4 (Spring 2009).
Dr. Michael D. Bowen on his article "The Strange Tale of Wesley and Florence Garrison: Racial Crosscurrents of the Postwar
Florida Republican Party" appeared in Volume 88, no. 1 (Summer
2009).
Dr. Nancy]. Levine discussed the research project undertaken
by her students on the Hastings Branch Library that appeared in
Volume 88, no. 2 (Fall 2009).
Dr. Daniel Feller, 2009 Catherine Prescott Lecturer, on "The
Seminole Controversy Revisited: A New Look at Andrew Jackson's
1819 Florida Campaign," Volume 88, no. 3 (Winter 2010).
Dr. Derrick E. White, on his article "From Desegregation to
Integration: Race, Football, and 'Dixie' at the University of Florida," Volume 88, no. 4 (Spring 2010).
Dr. Gilbert Din was interviewed to discuss his article "William Augustus Bowles on the Gulf Coast, 1787-1803: Unraveling a
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Labyrinthine Conundrum," which appeared in Volume 89, no. 1
(Summer 2010).
Deborah L. Bauer, Nicole C. Cox, and Peter Ferdinando on
graduate education in Florida and their individual articles in Volume 89, no. 2 (Fall 2010).
Jessica Clawson, "Administrative Recalcitrance and Government Intervention: Desegregation at the University of Florida,
1962-1972," which appeared in Volume 89, no. 3 (Winter 2011).
Dr. Rebecca Sharpless, "The Servants and Mrs. Rawlings: Martha Mickens and African American Life at Cross Creek," which
appeared in Volume 89, no. 4 (Spring 2011).
Dr.James M. Denham, "Crime and Punishment in Antebellum
Pensacola," which appeared in Volume 90, no. 1 (Summer 2011).
Dr. Samuel C. Hyde Jr., Dr. James G. Cusick, Dr. William S.
Belko, and Cody Scallions in a roundtable discussion on the West
Florida Rebellion of 1810, the subject of the special issue of the
Florida Historical Quarterly Volume 90, no. 2 (Fall 2011).
Dr. Julian Chambliss and Dr. Denise K. Cummings, guest editors for "Florida: The Mediated State," special issue, Florida Historical Quarterly Volume 90, no. 3 (Winter 2012).
Dr. David H. Jackson, Jr., on his article '"Industrious, Thrifty
and Ambitious': Jacksonville's African American Businesspeople
during the Jim Crow Era," in the Florida Historical Quarterly Volume 90, no. 4 (Spring 2012) and Dr. Tina Bucuvalas, 2012 Jillian
Prescott Memorial Lecturer and winner of the Stetson Kennedy
Award for The Florida Folklife Reader.
Dr. Claire Strom, Rapetti-Trunzo Professor of History at Rollins
College, on her article, "Controlling Venereal Disease in Orlando
during World War II," Florida Historical Quarterly Volume 91, no. 1
(Summer 2012).
Dr. Matthew G. Hyland, on his article, "The Florida Keys Hurricane House: Post-Disaster New Deal Housing," Florida Historical
Quarterly Volume 91, no. 2 (Fall 2012).
Dr. Paul E. Hoffman, guest editor of Volume 91, no. 3 (Winter
2013) on sixteenth century Florida.
Dr. Christopher Meindl and Andrew Fairbanks were interviewed for the Spring 2013 (Volume 91, no. 4) podcast on their
article (with Jennifer Wunderlich). They talked about environmental history and the problems of garbage for Florida's environment.
Dr. Samuel Watson was interviewed about his article, "Conquerors, Peacekeepers, or Both? The U .S. Army and West Florida,
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1810-1811," Volume 92, no. 1 (Summer 2013). His article challenged some of the work published in the Fall 2010 special issue on
the West Florida Rebellion. In his interview Dr. Watson spoke about
the discipline of history and the way in which the field advances as
historians debate larger interpretative issues.
Richard S. Dellinger, Esq., attorney with the Orlando firm of
Lowndes, Drosdick, Doster, Kantor & Reed and Vice President for
the 11th Circuit Court, was interviewed for the Fall 2013 Special
Issue on the 50th Anniversary of the United States District Court,
Middle District of Florida.
Dr. Jane Landers, guest editor for Volume 92, no. 3 (Winter
2014) on seventeenth century Florida, the second issue in the 500
Years of Florida History series of speCial issues.
Dr. Matt Clavin, an Associate Professor of History at the University of Houston was interviewed for Volume 92, no. 4 (Spring
2014) on his article "An 'underground railway' to Pensacola and
the Impending Crisis over Slavery."
Dr. Lisa Lindquist Dorr's article "Bootlegging Aliens: Unsanctioned Immigration and the Underground Economy of Smuggling
from Cuba through Prohibition" was the topic for the podcast on
Volume 93, no. 1 (Summer 2014).
Dr. C.S. Monaco was interviewed on his article "'Wishing that
Right May Prevail': Ethan Allen Hitchcock and the Florida War"
which appeared in Volume 93, no. 2 (Fall 2014).
Dr. Sherry Johnson, special issue editor for the 18th Century in
Florida History, was interviewed for the Volume 93, no. 3 (Winter
2015) podcast.
Dr. Robert Cassanello was interviewed for the Volume 93, no. 4
(Winter 2015) podcast. He talked with Dr. Daniel Murphree about
the career of urban historian Dr. Raymond A. Mohl, a long-time
member and friend of the Florida Historical Society and contributor to the Florida Historical Quarterly. Dr. Mohl passed away in Birmingham, Alabama, onJnauary 29, 2015.
Dr. Laura E. Brock was interviewed for the Volume 94, no. 1
(Summer 2015) podcast. She spoke with Dr. Daniel Murphree
about her article "Religion and Women's Rights in Florida: An
Examination of the Equal Rights Amendment Legislative Debates,
1972-1982."
Dr. John Paul Nuno was interviewed for the Volume 94, no. 2
(Fall 2015) podcast. He spoke with Dr. Daniel Murphree about
his article, "'Republica de Bandidos': The Prospect Bluff Fort's
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Challenge to the Spanish Slave System" which appears in this issue
of the Quarterly.
Dr. James Cusick was interviewed for Volume 94, no. 3, 19th
Century Special Issue (Winter 2016) podcast. Dr. Cusick spoke
with Dr. Daniel Murphree about the 19th Century Special issue of
the Quarterly and his role as guest editor.
Brad Massey, Ph.D. Candidate at the University of Florida
and Instructor of History at Polk State College was featured in the
Spring 2016 podcast. He spoke to Dr. Daniel Murphree about his
work on the FHQ article "The Hammer, the Sickle, and the Phosphate Rock: The 1974 Political Controversy over Florida Phosphate
Shipments to the Soviet Union," which was published in Volume
94, no. 4 (Spring 2016): 637-667.

FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY
AVAILABLE ON JSTOR
The Florida Historical Quarterly is available to scholars and
researchers throughJSTOR, a digital service for libraries, archives,
and individual subscribers. JSTOR editors spent more than a
year digitizing FHQ volumes 3-83; it became available to academic
libraries and individual subscribers in August 2009. The FHQ has
reduced the 5-year window to a 3-year window for greater access.
More recent issues of the Quarterly are available only in print copy
form . JSTOR has emerged as a leader in the field of journal digitization and the FHQjoins a number of prestigious journals in all
disciplines. The Florida Historical Quarterly will continue to be available through PALMM, with a 5-year window.
·

FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY ON FACEBOOK
Join the Florida Historical Quarterly on Facebook. The FHQ
Facebook page provides an image of each issue, the table of contents of each issue, and an abstract of each article. There is also
a link to the Quarterly podcasts and the Florida Historical Society.
Go to the FHQ to find information on recent "Calls for Papers" for
conferences in Florida and the South.
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GUIDELINES FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THE
FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY
The Florida Historical Quarterly is a peer-refereed journal and
accepts for consideration manuscripts on the history of Florida,
its people, and its historical relationships· to the United States, the
Atlantic World, the Caribbean, or Latin America. All submissions
are expected to reflect substantial research, a dedication to writing, and the scholarly rigor demanded of professionally produced
historical work. Work submitted for consideration should not have
been previously published, soon to be published, or under consideration by another journal or press. Authors who are engaged in
open source peer review should watermark any manuscript available through an open source site as "Draft Under Consideration."
Authors should submit an electronic copy in MS Word to the
Florida Historical Quarterly, at Connie.Lester@ucf.edu.
Manuscripts should be typed and double-spaced (excluding
footnotes, block quotes, or tabular matter).
The first page should be headed by the title without the
author's name. Author identification should be avoided throughout the manuscript. On a separate sheet of paper, please provide
the author's name, institutional title or connection, or place of residence, and acknowledgements. Citations should be single-spaced
footnotes, numbered consecutively, and in accordance with the
Chicago Manual of Style. Use the reference feature to create footnotes rather than the superscript button.
Tables and illustrations should be created on separate pages,
with positions in the manuscript indicated.
In a cover letter, the author should provide contact information that includes phone numbers, fax number, email address, and
mailing address. The author should provide a statement of the
substance and significance of the work and identify anyone who
has already critiqued the manuscript.
Images or illustrations to be considered for publication with
the article may be submitted in EPS or PDF electronic format at
300 dpi or higher. Xeroxed images cannot be accepted. All illustrations should include full citations and credit lines. Authors
should retain letters of permission from institutions or individuals
owning the originals.
Questions regarding submissions should be directed to Connie L. Lester, editor, addressed to Department of History, PO Box
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161350, 12790 Aquarius Agora Dr., Suite 551, University of Central
Florida, Orlando, FL 32816-1350, by email to Connie.Lester@ucf.
edu, or by phone at 407-823-0261.
Please note the addition of Guidelines for e-FHQ Publication.

GUIDELINES FOR e-FHQPUBLICATION
Publication of material on the Florida Historical Quarterly website (e-FHQ) is viewed as supplemental to the print journal and not
a separate publication. Publication falls into four categories.
1. e-Appendices. This is primary source material that informs
an article published in the print journal. It may include
audio or video files that were used in the research and
informed the interpretation of the article. e-Appendices
will be published on-line at the time of the print publication. The print publication will include a reference to the
website. Determination of the inclusion of e-Appendices
will be made by the editors in collaboration with the author
and the referees who evaluated the original manuscript.
2. e-Documents and Notes. This is primary source material that includes a significant number of images and/ or
audio-video material that precludes print publication. As
with the print journal version of documents, this publication will include a descriptive essay of the material that
indicates its importance to Florida history. Decisions
regarding the publication of e-Documents and Notes will
be made by the editorial staff with advice from appropriate
scholars.
3. e-Reviews. These are critical, scholarly analyses of borndigital projects (electronic archives, multimedia essays/
exhibits, teaching resources, etc.) hosted by academic
institutions, museums, and archives. Projects produced by
commercial interests are not eligible for review. E-reviews
will published in the print edition and may also appear in
the online-e-FHQ to facilitate access to interactive/multimedia content.
4. e-Articles. This category refers to ·the growing body of
non-traditional, born-digital scholarship and multimedia
essays/ exhibits hosted by academic institutions, museums, and archives. Materials falling within this category
may be submitted for editorial review by the lead author,
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with permission of co-authors. Submissions must include
a 750- to 1000-word introduction and a stable URL for
publication in both the print edition and online e-FHQ.
Submissions will undergo the same double-blind review
process that other submissions to the Florida Historical
Quarterly receive.
Process for e-FHQ submission:

All materials for consideration should be submitted electronically to the editor and digital editor of the Florida Historical Quarterly:
Connie L. Lester, editor: connie.lester@ucf.edu
Scot French, digital editor: scot.french@ucf.edu
Citation of material published electronically:
Materials published as e-FHQprimary source material, reviews,
or articles should be cited as follows:
Author, Title, e-FHQ.; date of publication, www.fhq.cah.ucf.
edu/fhqonline/
Reviewer Guidelines
The Quarterly solicits reviews of scholarly books, museum exhibitions, history-oriented movies, and digital sources (websites)
related to Florida history and culture. Accepted reviews may
appear in both the FHQ and e-FHQ See specific guidelines for
evaluating works in each category below.
The Quarterly gives its reviewers complete freedom except as
to length, grammar, the law of libel, and editorial usages of punctuation, capitalization, spelling, etc., required to conform to FHQ
style.
All reviews should be double-spaced, between 800 and 1000
words in length, with parenthetical citations for all quotes. Please
save reviews as a Microsoft Word document and submit them as
email attachments.
For Book Reviewers
Reviewers should strive to:
•
Provide the informed reader with a brief, clear idea of the
nature, content, and purpose of the volume and indicate
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its place in the.literature on the subject, especially if it pertains to Florida history
•
Include a discussion of how well the author succeeded
in his or her purpose, covered the subject, used available
resources, organized material, and expressed the narrative
•
Evaluate the book as history for the potential reader and
purchaser. Critical evaluation may be either favorable or
unfavorable. Do not allow sympathy or difference of opinion to keep the review from being a strict and straightforward but courteous judgment
•
Avoid digressive essays that might well appear in your own
works
•
Stay within the wordage assigned unless the editor agrees
to a change
•
Refrain from listing typographical or minor errors unless
these materially affect quality
Unsolicited reviews are not accepted. However, a person wishing to be added to the reviewers' list should provide a letter of
interest and a current c.v. to the editor, and that request will be
considered.
The editor wishes to receive for review non-fiction books relating to Florida and its people. The editor will also consider for
review books on the United States, Southern history, the Atlantic
World, the Caribbean, and Latin America. Send books for review to
the Florida Historical Quarterly at Daniel.Murphree@ucf.edu
For Museum Exhibition Reviewers

Reviewers should strive to:
•
Provide the informed reader with a brief, clear idea of the
nature, content, and purpose of the museum exhibition
and indicate its connection to the literature on the subject,
especially if it pertains to Florida history
•
Include a discussion of how well the curator succeeded
in his or her purpose, covered the subject, used available
resources, organized material, and depicted the historical
topic being addressed
·
•
Evaluate the museum exhibition as history for the reader
and potential audience. Critical evaluation may be either
favorable or unfavorable. Do not allow sympathy or difference of opinion to keep the review from being a strict and
straightforward but courteous judgment
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•

Avoid digressive essays that might well appear in your own
works
•
Stay within the wordage assigned unless the editor agrees
to a change
Unsolicited reviews are not accepted. However, a person wishing to be added to the reviewers' list should provide a letter of
interest and a current c.v. to the editor, and that request will be
considered.
The editor wishes to receive for consideration notices of museum exhibitions relating to Florida and its people. The editor will
also consider for review museum exhibitions on the United States,
Southern history, the Atlantic World, the Caribbean, and Latin
America. Send notices of museum exhibitions eligible for review to
the Florida Historical Quarterly at Daniel.Murphree@ucf.edu
For Movie Reviewers

Reviewers should strive to:
•
Provide the informed reader with a brief, clear idea of the
nature, content, and purpose of the movie and indicate its
connection to the literature on the subject, especially if it
pertains to Florida history
•
Include a discussion of how well the movie succeeded in
its purpose, covered the subject, used available resources,
and depicted the historical topic being addressed
•
Evaluate the movie as history for the potential reader and
audience. Critical evaluation may be either favorable or
unfavorable. Do not allow sympathy or difference of opinion to keep the review from being a strict and straightforward but courteous judgment
•
Avoid digressive essays that might well appear in your own
works
•
Stay within the wordage assigned unless the editor agrees
to a change
Unsolicited reviews are not accepted. However, a person wishing to be added to the reviewers' list should provide a letter of
interest and a current c.v. to the editor, and that request will be
considered.
The editor wishes to receive for consideraton notices of movies
relating to Florida and its people. The editor will also consider for
review movies on the United States, Southern history, the Atlantic
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World, the Caribbean,, and Latin America. Send notices of movies
eligible for review to the Florida Historical Quarterly at Daniel.Murphree@ucf.edu
For Digital Source Reviewers
Reviewers should strive to:
•
Provide the informed reader with a brief, clear idea of the
nature, content, and purpose of the digital source and
indicate its connection to the literature on the subject,
especially if it pertains to Florida history
•
Include a discussion of how well the source succeeded in
its purpose, covered the subject, used available resources,
organized material, and depicted the historical topic being
addressed
•
Evaluate the digital source as history for the reader and
audience. Critical evaluation may be either favorable or
unfavorable. Do not allow sympathy or difference of opinion to keep the review from being a strict and straightforward but courteous judgment
•
Avoid digressive essays that might well appear in your own
works
•
Stay within the wordage assigned unless the editor agrees
to a change
•
Refrain from listing typographical or minor errors unless
these materially affect quality
Unsolicited reviews are not accepted. However, a person wishing to be added to the reviewers' list should provide a letter of
interest and a current c.v. to the editor, and that request will be
considered.
The editor wishes to receive for consideration notices of digital
sources relating to Florida and its people. The editor will also consider for review digital sources on the United States, Southern history, the Atlantic World, the Caribbean, and Latin America. Send
notices of digital sources eligible for review to the Florida Historical
Quarterly at Daniel.Murphree@ucf.edu
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Process for becoming an FHQ or eFHQ Reviewer:
Individuals who desire to become a reviewer in any review category should email Dr. Daniel Murphree and include a letter of
introduction and a cv outlining their areas of expertise.
Daniel.Murphree@ucf.edu
NEWS FROM OTHER SOCIETIES
Gulf South History and Humanities Conference
The Admiral Hotel, Mobile Alabama
October 13-15, 2016
The Gulf South History and Humanities Conference is an
annual event sponsored by the Gulf South Historical Association, a
consortium of Gulf South colleges and universities from the states
of Alabama, Florida, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas.
The registration fee includes a Thursday evening reception at
The Admiral Hotel, all conference sessions, and a free one-year
membership in the Association. Tickets for the banquet, annual
keynote address, and a courtesy cocktail reception are all included
in the additional banquet fee.
For hotel reservations, contact The Admiral Hotel at
http: I /group.curiocollection.com I GulfSouthHistoryand
HumanitiesConference
or 251-432-8000(844-442-8746 toll-free).
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LAWTON M CHILES, JR
CENTER FOR FLORIDA HISTORY

FloRIDA SourHERN CoLLEGE

Lawton M. Chiles Center for Florida History Presents the
2016-2017 Florida Lecture Series

September 8Susan MacManus (Distinguished Professor, Univ. of
South Florida)

"Florida 2016!"
October 13

Gordon Harvey (Professor of History,
Jacksonville State University)

"Politics of Trust: Reubin Askew and Florida in
the 1970s"
November 10

Arva Moore Parks (Writer)

"George Merrick, Son of the South Wind:
Visionary Creator of Coral Gables"
January 26

Catherine Stewart (Professor of History, Cornell
College)"

"Long Past Slavery: Representing Ra~e in
Florida's Federal Writers Project"
February 16

Canter Brown (Writer)

"Henry Bradley Plant: The Real Story of the King
of Florida"
March 16

Douglas Brinkley (Professor of History, Rice
University)

"Rightful Heritage: Franklin D. Roosevelt and
the Land of America"
Lawton M. Chiles Center for Florida History, Florida Southern College, 111 Lake Hollingsworth Dr., Lakeland, Florida 33801,
(863) 680-4312, www.flsouthern.edu/flhistory
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The Association to Preserve the Eatonville Community, Inc. (P.E.C) 227 E .
Kennedy Blvd.+ Eatonville, FL 32751 Phone: 407-647-3307 +Fax: 407-539-2192
Email: office@preserveeatonville.org +Website: www.zorafestival.org

ZORA!

Zora Neale Hurston TM Festival of the Arts and Humanities
-Always the last week in January
Call for Academic Papers
-29th Annual Zora Neale Hurston Festival of the Arts
and Humanities
(ZORA! Festival), January 20 -28, 2018
In acknowledging Zora Neale Hurston's spiritual and intellectual engagement with the many "folks" who populate the American
South and its Caribbean environs, The Association to Preserve the
Eatonville Community, Inc. (P.E.C.), sponsor to the ZORA! Festival, invites proposals for papers that consider the historical or contemporary contact/influences between the African Diaspora and
Latino/a, Native American, Creole, Gullah, Haitian, and Jamaican
cultural communities.
In the tradition of academic excellence, scholars are encouraged to engage the literature and discourse of their respective
fields at the same time that they present their findings during the
Public Forum in a form that is accessible to academics in other
disciplines and is also intellectually stimulating for an intelligent
general audience.

Submission Instructions
Please submit electronically an abstract of 300 - 500 words in
English that indicates the thesis or central question which you plan
to explore.
Please submit the abstract to both of the addresses below:
ny@preserveeatonville.org and office@preserveeatonville.org

Deadlines and Notification
Deadline for submission:
Notification of acceptance:
Completed papers submitted:

Saturday, April 1, 2017
Monday,June 5, 2017
Friday, November 17, 2017

The Association to Preserve the Eatonville Community will
pursue a publication of the proceedings post-ZORA! Festival 2018.
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The Florida Historical Society
The Historical Society of Florida, 1856
The Florida Historical Society, successor, 1902
The Florida Historical Society, incorporated, 1905
OFFICERS
Tracy Moore, President
Christopher]. Ranck, Vice-President

DIRECTORS
Abel A. Bartley, Clemson, SC
Robert Cassanello, Longwood
Judy Duda, Oviedo
David Jackson, Tallahassee
Tom McFarland, Merritt Island
Jesus Mendez, Coral Gables
Maurice O'Sullivan, Winter Park

Emily Lisska, President-Elect
Sherry Johnson, Secretary
Leonard Lempel,
Immediate Past President

Harvey Oyer III, West Palm Beach
Sandra Parks, St. Augustine
Richard S. Prescott, Fort Myers
KC. Smith, Tallahassee
Robert E. Snyder, Tampa
Irvin D.S. Winsboro, Fort Myers
Council "Butch" Wooten, Orlando

ex-officio:
Perry D. West, Chair, Rossetter House Foundation
Connie L. Lester, Editor, Florida Historical Quarterly

STAFF
Ben Brotemarkle, Executive Director
Ben DiBiase, Ed. Resources Coordinator
Patty Meyers, Director ofFHSAI & Brevard Museum
Deanna Runyan, CFO
Delores Spearman, Development Coordinator
Created in St. Augustine in 1856, The Florida Historical Society is the oldest
existing cultural organization in the state, and Florida's only state-wide historical
society. The Society is dedicated to preserving Florida's past through the collection
and archival maintenance of historical documents and photographs, the publication
of scholarly research on Fl~rida history, and educating the public about Florida
history through a variety of public history and historic preservation projects. We
publish scholarly research in the Florida Historical Quarterly and through the Florida
Historical Society Press. Florida Frontiers: The Weekly Radio Magazine of the Florida
Historical Society is broadcast on public radio stations throughout the state and is
archived on our web site. The Florida Historical Society headquarters are located
at the Library of Florida History in historic Cocoa Village. The Florida Historical
Society manages the Historic Rossetter House Muse~m and the Florida Books &
Gifts.
Florida Historical Society: (www.myfloridahistory.org.)
Rossetter House Museum: (www.rossetterhousemuseum.org.)
Florida Historical Quarterly Podcasts: (http:/ / floridahistoricalquarterly.blogspot.com/)
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